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We would love to be able to                  

encourage, support and pray         

for you in any way that we can.  

 

Sunday Services 

If you are able, please join us online 

for a livestream of our Service @ 

11am on Sundays through our           

website                                               

standrewsleckie.co.uk .  Previous 

sermons are also available from our 

website or YouTube Channel.  If 

you (or someone you know) can’t 

access the service online, please try 

to dial in using your landline phone. 

Simply dial 01721 444 833 . 
 

Support and Prayer 

If you would like support or to have 

someone to talk with or to pray for 

you, you can make confidential  

prayer requests from our website                

standrewsleckie.co.uk  or contact 

us by email at                                              

office@standrewsleckie.co.uk or 

telephone 01721 723 121 (Mon-Fri 

9am to 12noon). 

Don’t worry about anything, but in 

all your prayers ask God for what 

you need, always asking him with a 

thankful heart. And God’s peace, 

which is far beyond human 

understanding, will keep your hearts 

and minds safe in union with Christ    

Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

 

ZOOM PRAYER MEETINGS : 

Mon-Fri: 8.30am-9am (on Thursday 

we start earlier at 8am to pray for        

revival) We gather to pray for God to 

move by His Spirit, bringing His       

kingdom near and people to know 

Jesus.  

Wed: 9.30am-10am  We share 

prayer requests in the church and 

after a time of thanksgiving, bring 

our intercessions to God. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/950531397?

pwd=SEFwRDVnQzU3aVJqakYwSUhia

W5IZz09 

Meeting ID: 950 531 397 Passcode: 

191243   

 

 

Sunday Worship in 

 the New Year 

We plan to reopen the church           

building for Sunday worship for a 

limited number on Sunday                  

10
th

 January.  The services will                    

continue to be live streamed from  

the website but there will be an                

opportunity to worship within the 

building (all be it with masks and no 

singing).  As places are restricted, it 

will be necessary to pre-book on the 

website (standrewsleckie.co.uk/

Sunday) or via Heather in the office if 

you do not have internet access. If 

you are unable to book one week, 

you can register on a waiting list and 

will be given first opportunity to          

attend the following week.                

Booking will open for each Sunday  

on the preceding Monday and will 

close on Friday.  Please check the 

website or call the church office for 

further details. 

Christmas Eve Service 

6.30pm -7.30pm 

We plan to hold a family service on 

Christmas Eve either in the church 

grounds if we are in Tier 1 or in 

the church building if we remain in            

Tier 2. Further details to follow. 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/sunday/
https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/sunday/
https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/sunday/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC82I5i-ZeIDCym6V7bNhlUQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/950531397?pwd=SEFwRDVnQzU3aVJqakYwSUhiaW5IZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/950531397?pwd=SEFwRDVnQzU3aVJqakYwSUhiaW5IZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/950531397?pwd=SEFwRDVnQzU3aVJqakYwSUhiaW5IZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/950531397?pwd=SEFwRDVnQzU3aVJqakYwSUhiaW5IZz09
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE  

 

 
At the beginning of Advent, I shared the following quote from singer-

songwriter Caroline Cobb as she comments on the major events that have 

rocked our world in recent months, including the pandemic, the outcry 

against racial injustice and a divisive US election: 

“…this year has reminded us again and again of our mortality, lack of 

control, and collective brokenness. As 2020 comes to a close, we long—

perhaps like never before—for hope, love, joy, and peace.”    

 

This is what advent is all about - longing, aching and groaning for God to 

bring these things to us. 

 

At Christmas we rejoice that a new day has dawned, Jesus the Light of the 

world has come, and he will come again to complete the work he has 

begun. He will bring an end to decay and death, sin and sorrow. 

 

But after such a difficult year, how do we convince the world that the birth 

of Jesus really is “good news of great joy” for all? 

 

Perhaps one way in is to share the name Immanuel that was given to Jesus, 

which means “God with us”. The Son of God has come alongside us in our 

suffering and struggles in complete solidarity with us. He really has shared 

in our human journey – he knows what it is to be thirsty, lonely, rejected, 

scorned, shamed and denied. 

 

Dane Ortlund writes, 

“Consider your own life. 

When the relationship goes sour, when the feelings of futility come 

flooding in, when it feels like life is passing us by, when it seems like our 

one shot at significance has slipped through our fingers, when we can’t 

sort out our emotions, when the longtime friend lets us down, when a 

family member betrays us, when we feel deeply misunderstood, when we 

are laughed at by the impressive – in short, when the fallenness of the 

world closes in on us and makes us want to throw in the towel – there, 

right there, we have a Friend who knows exactly what such testing feels 

like, and sits close to us, embraces us. With us. Solidarity.” 
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Of course there’s so much more to share about why Jesus is good news… 

how he is King and Saviour, but maybe people really need to hear first of 

all, that He is not a distant God but one who is truly with us in deep 

solidarity and compassion. 

 

May you be a living sign of the hope, love, joy and peace that comes from 

knowing Immanuel, God with us. 

                                                                             Malcolm  

ST. ANDREW’S LECKIE 

WALK-AROUND NATIVITY 

Come and join our digital walk around Nativity! 

Starting at the church gates, where you will pick up an instruction sheet, 

you will walk along Peebles High Street and back, finding QR codes in 

locations along the way.  When scanned on your phone, these codes will 

play videos allowing you to meet all the Nativity characters.  There are 

some familiar faces from St. Andrew’s Leckie and Manor among the actors!  

Each character will give you a clue to spell a hidden word and will give you 

directions to the next video.  You will finish back in our church garden 

where you will find a lit up Nativity scene and a final Christmas video by the 

cross. 

This is something for everyone - for our church and everyone in town, 

young and old, something anyone can do in their own time, and enjoy 

the wonderful Christmas story! 
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A 
s I always do before I start 

writing a piece for Psalm,    

I go back to the previous 

report and to the report I 

wrote at the comparable time the 

previous year.  Today was no                

exception.  In last year’s November/

December edition, I took the                 

opportunity to provide some 

analysis of our giving during                            

2019, an explanation of which   

parts of our church life, members 

choose to give to, and I also 

encouraged us all to consider how 

much we give and whether we could 

give even a little more.  I am 

however, not going to do any of that 

in this edition of Psalm.  I will do so 

again in the new year but, many of 

us have felt that 2020 has been a bit 

of an endurance test, if not a 

survival course, and we have all had 

to manage and prioritise our 

finances differently.  I hope that 

those in particular need know that 

they are remembered in prayer, that 

support is available formally 

through Soul Restore or Christians 

Against Poverty (CAP) or informally 

through our Elders or Maggie 

Henderson and the Pastoral Care 

team.  I urge anyone in need never 

to feel alone and to speak to 

someone within our church family. 

I want to take the opportunity to 

thank our members for making 

every effort to continue to support 

our church, even though most of us 

haven’t been near the actual 

buildings since March.  For obvious 

reasons we have had no income 

from hall and buildings rental.  In 

2019, this amounted to over 

£17,000 and although we have not 

had to spend the usual amount 

heating these areas, it has been 

necessary to use some gas and 

electricity to maintain the fabric of 

the buildings.   

 

Our offerings have been maintained 

well over this period, showing a 

reduction of 10% in comparable 

giving from January to September 

2019/2020.  I am encouraged that 

more people have started standing 

orders or are paying directly 

through the bank.  FWO envelopes 

are faithfully dropped through the 

letterbox and one-off donations for 

specific funds have become quite 

normal.  Thank you all, but more 

than that, thank you for honouring 

our gracious God and 

acknowledging all that He has done 

and continues to do for us, 

personally, as a church and as a 

community. 

The Kirk Session had approved the 

establishment of Soul Restore 

Counselling and the appointment of 

a full-time Youth Worker for 2020 

and both were delayed due to 
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COVID-19.  Even though things still 

looked very challenging, we were 

able to start these initiatives in 

September and October 

respectively.  We are all thrilled to 

learn of increasing numbers of 

clients for Soul Restore and its just 

wonderful to know that our 

children    and young folk are able 

to get together again.  We have 

incurred additional expense with 

each of these ministries, all related 

to the requirements of COVID for 

our counselling clients and the 

rental of larger outdoor and indoor 

spaces for our young folk.  We 

continue to believe that God is 

encouraging us to move forward 

with this work and I ask that you 

remember Janice and Sarah and 

their respective teams in your 

prayers. 

 

I hope this has been fairly 

encouraging and helps us to look 

forward with some confidence.  Can 

I wish you all a blessed Christmas 

and a healthy, more normal 2021? 

 

With thanks and every blessing, 

 

Yvonne  

 

CHURCH OFFICE OVER THE  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR PERIOD 

 

The Church Office will be closed from Thursday 24 December 

and will re-open on Tuesday 4 January .  If you need to get in 

touch, please phone the office number (723121) and your call will 

be transferred.  
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Jesus said, “Follow me.” 

This is it; the crystal clear and             

incredibly life-giving expression of 

what we are all about as individuals 

and the church in Scotland. This 

provides the focus for all that we  

do and all that we are, as we seek  

to ‘be’ church in our community. 

 

The Church of Scotland, and indeed 

most denominations, have recently 

discerned the need to refocus and 

reshape church life around the     

two-part call of discipleship: to          

follow Christ and to enable others       

to follow Christ. 

 

But how might we create and            

deepen discipleship, our                   

followership of Christ, in St           

Andrews Leckie? 

 

Well, it’s unlikely to occur through 

introducing new programmes to be 

squeezed in around the other   

things that occur in our lives.           

However, it is likely that through all 

of us getting excited (or even more 

excited) about how we might grow 

closer to God through our day-to-

day approach to faith, and then                  

intentionally doing something about 

it, that we’ll be able to create or              

deepen how we follow Jesus.  

 

I’ve been asked to take on the              

discipleship role that Robert Wilson 

so ably served in until recently, and 

as I step into that, my invitation is 

that you join me in looking afresh at 

your followership of Jesus. 

 

Maybe as part of your Advent       

reflections you could reflect on 

which areas of your faith life              

characterise well the life of a                

disciple, but could still be enhanced, 

and which areas of your faith life 

you think could benefit from some 

attention. The questions I’m asking 

myself are: 

 

Creating and Deepening 

Discipleship in St              

Andrews Leckie’ 

 Am I approaching my faith journey as an exciting lifelong journey of 

discovery, in which I seek to listen to and learn from God through 

the Bible and other means? 

 Do I feel that I am living life in all its fullness because I understand 

well how God sees me and wants to utilise me? 

 Do I worship God with all my heart, soul, strength and mind, both in 

times of worship and beyond? 

 Is my journey of faith shaped by listening to and conversing with 

God in prayer? 
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                         How do I go about loving my neighbour, inside and outside our church 

                             community? 

 How am I shaping others’, and my own, faith journey through, for          

example: connecting with those in my community or sharing my faith 

If you’re anything like me you’ll         

feel that some of these 

characteristics of discipleship are 

more evident than others in your 

daily life! However, I invite you to 

spend some prayerful moments 

reflecting on these and asking God 

for inspiration and we’ll see what we 

can do together in 2021 to respond.   

 

I am very pleased to have been asked 

to take on this role to create and 

deepen discipleship in the Leckie.      

I come with some ideas and 

experience arising from my work in 

the Church of Scotland, which I’ve 

been reflecting on with our minister 

Malcolm. However, I also recognise 

my limitations and that the role is 

mostly about serving you as I seek to 

provide support and resources for 

your journey of faith.  May God bless 

us all as we seek to follow Christ and 

to enable others to follow Him. 

 

                            Ron Clarke 

A living loving God can and does make His     

presence felt, can and does speak to us in 

the silence of our hearts, can and does warm 

and caress us till we no longer doubt that He 

is near, that he is here.  Such experience is 

pure grace to the poor, the children and the 

sinners, the privileged types in the                        

gospel of grace. It cannot be forced                                   

from God. He gives it freely. 

 Manning    
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A 
lpha 2020 

Alpha this year was 

held against the    

backdrop of a Global 

Pandemic and the     

ongoing restrictions 

that Covid19 brought. As                        

facilitators, our initial concerns 

were, that because we couldn't   

meet face to face this year, then   

the intimacy and the building of                  

relationship wouldn't happen in           

the online environment. These     

were quickly dispelled.  

 

Six of us met on a Thursday evening 

to discuss, listen, share and respond 

(if we wanted) to the film that we 

had watched beforehand. Despite 

not being together physically, there 

was a relaxed atmosphere and we all 

got to know each other a little bit 

better and most importantly, all of  

us were encouraged and        

strengthened in our faith. 

One verse from scripture that       

became important to us as a group, 

was Jeremiah 29:11 

'For I know the plans I have for you, 

declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.' 
 

Everyone who comes on an Alpha 

Course, no matter where they are in 

their Faith Journey, is seeking and 

searching for answers to some of 

Life's Big Questions. There is a need 

in all of our lives to connect with 

something bigger than what we 

know of the physical world. The 

promise held out in Jeremiah, that 

the Lord, the God of all creation can  

be found by you and me and not 

only that, He will respond to our call  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and listen to us. This is such an 

amazing and life changing                   

experience to discover for yourself 

and also to witness in someone else. 

 

When we offer up a Course like    

Alpha, we never know who might 

respond to the invitation. All we   

can and must do, is prayerfully  

commit the Course and the people 

we plan to invite to God, knowing 

and believing that God has a 

plan. God our Father is always at 

work through His Son, reconciling 

the World to Himself, and this fills 

us with joy and hope! 

 

You will be able to read some                

testimonies on the next page from 

some of the attendees on this year's 

course. We hope this may encourage 

and inform you, especially if you are 

thinking of coming or inviting     

someone to the next course. The 

good news is: 

 

Alpha Scotland are inviting Churches 

throughout Scotland to run Alpha 

simultaneously starting January 

2021. So far, they have over 100 

Churches registered, and we are one 

of them! 

 

If you want to find out more you can 

contact Andrew & Julie Knox :               

alpha@standrewsleckie.co.uk  

or                                                     

Heather Collin :                               

office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

mailto:alpha@standrewsleckie.co.uk
mailto:office@standrewsleckie.co.uk
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I signed-up to attend the recent     

ALPHA course because although a  

Christian for many years, I had 

never actually attended "an ALPHA" 

and wanted to learn more about it 

so that I could legitimately 

recommend the course to others, 

having experienced it for 

myself.  Although our numbers           

were few and it was the first              

ALPHA to be facilitated online,                  

I don't think any of us were                 

disappointed and in fact, it was a 

very refreshing and  renewing           

experience in this time of                   

uncertainty and heightened           

anxiety. 

 

I feel more than ever, as 

Christians, we need to be telling 

people about God and Jesus, 

sharing our faith  and the 

promises of His word so I was 

"testing the waters" so that I would 

be able to invite friends and 

family, with  confidence, to hear  

and learn about Jesus in a                     

non-threatening, encouraging               

environment.  ALPHA absolutely        

fits the bill; the course material is 

easy to follow, encourages 

participation and provides 

opportunities for further reading 

and reflection to suit 

everyone.  The  series of videos 

included several individual  

testimonies of ordinary people 

whose lives have been transformed 

through finding Jesus; very 

powerful.  Julie, Andrew and John 

were excellent facilitators which  

enabled sharing of personal                     

experiences and testimony plus an 

abundance of laughter every 

week.  On a personal level, being 

part of the group also enabled me 

to get to know people better and 

them, me.  

 

I would absolutely recommend 

ALPHA to anyone who has been 

thinking about it for some time or 

even if it's something new that 

you've just heard about 

recently.   If there's a family 

member or friend you've been 

thinking of inviting along, don't put 

it off any longer; you/they have 

nothing to lose and everything to 

gain.                                                           

                                                                                                                   Mary 

                                                                                       

#AlphaScotland#inviteScotland#NewYearNewHope 

 

Let's bring a message of hope to the start of 2021! Invite Scotland - to          

explore faith and encounter Jesus on Alpha. 

A vision to have 200 churches across Scotland doing Alpha                         

simultaneously.  

We are delighted to announce that St. Andrew's Leckie Parish will be one of 

them! 

Starting Monday 18th January, 7.30p.m. join Andrew Knox, Julie Knox and 

Sarah Brown on Zoom. 

Register with: Heather - office@standrewsleckie.co.uk  OR  Andrew -   

alpha@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

mailto:office@standrewsleckie.co.uk
mailto:alpha@standrewsleckie.co.uk
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I have attended several Alpha courses over the 

years both as a participant and a helper with 

Youth Alpha last year.    

 

It’s very easy to be complacent about your faith 

but there is no doubt that each time I have been 

involved, I have learned something new about   

myself.   
 

The testimonies on the videos were powerful. No 

matter where you are or think you are, in your 

faith, it’s worth taking a look at yourself  from 

time to time !   Like putting your car in for a ser-

vice to make sure that it  continues to get you from 

A to B; otherwise it’ll break down ! 

                                 

                                                   Heather 

If you're looking have a holistic and fuller                              

understanding of God then  Alpha is the course for you.  
 

I've been a Christian for some time but I went on Alpha 

as I felt that for many years I've  taken everything 

about the  Christian faith for granted. I've not really 

taken the time to really examine our faith - it's  origins, 

the evidence for Christ and what it really means to 

know God in a meaningful way. In essence my faith has 

been 'one  dimensional' coasting along in my own way. 

Alpha shows you the essentials of  Christianity in a 

holistic way giving you a fuller understanding of faith 

and of the power of God at work.  
 

We did all this on Zoom which to begin with I wasn't 

sure would work but it's been fine. Julie ,Andrew and 

John have been fantastic Course Facilitators and I’ve 

met some great people.  I hope  to bring a friend next 

time.... 

                                                                     Fiona 
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We will stream the service live from YouTube 

much the same as normal with the option to phone in if you don’t 

have an internet connection. This service will finish at approximately 

11:30am. Immediately following, everyone is invited to join with 

those who are gathered in the church together for Communion on 

https://zoom.us (a link will appear on the website during the first 

part of the service). For those who phone in, you will need to hang-

up at this point and dial the zoom number ( 0131 460 1196 ) with a 

meeting id (841 7175 0552#) and the passcode, if prompted 

(246026). For those joining in over the internet, click on the 

following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84171750552?

pwd=UEFkVDEyWEV1T2QvdkFnVE9Ua0IwZz09 

or start zoom with the following login details:- Meeting ID: 841 

7175 0552 Password: SAL. You  will probably find it easier following 

by switching to “Speaker view” instead of “Gallery view”. 

 

 It will be nice to see as many as possible but we will mute 

everyone’s microphone for the majority of this part of the service so 

Malcolm can be heard without distractions. Obviously, if you are 

linked in by zoom, you will need to provide your own bread and 

wine/grape juice. Although it will be different we hope you still feel 

the invitation to come to the Lord’s table. 

 

Communion 

Sunday 31 January 

https://zoom.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84171750552?pwd=UEFkVDEyWEV1T2QvdkFnVE9Ua0IwZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84171750552?pwd=UEFkVDEyWEV1T2QvdkFnVE9Ua0IwZz09
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Father God, it is by Your grace we have been saved and through 
our faith  - this is not from ourselves, but a gift from you not by our works   
Ephesians 2: 8-9  

May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in Hope.   Romans 15: 4 

Help us to love because You first loved us   1 John 4:19 

Thank you for being faithful and just in forgiving us our sins 
and thus purifying us from all unrighteousness  1 John 1: 9  

Let us be merciful, just as our Father is merciful.  Luke 6: 36 

Let us be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as through Jesus, You forgave us  Ephesians 4: 32 

Let us be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, and 
to give the glory and thanks to you Lord 2 Corinthians 9:11 

Let us live in harmony with one another, be sympathetic and 
compassionate, love as brothers, and be humble  1 Peter 3:8  

Let us be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer  Romans 12: 12 

Thank you for providing Jesus who is the way, the truth, the life 
and the only way to You.  John 14: 6 

Help us to not merely listen to your Word, and so deceive   our-
selves. Help us do what it says.  James 1: 22-25 

Thank you for coming that we may have life, and have it to the full  John 10:10 
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God of Justice 

Chris Dubé explores 

what this means for us 

This year I am running a hill race every month, raising money for the                      

International Justice Mission (IJM) to fight against slavery. 

 

Why?  Because I believe in a God of justice.  God reveals throughout the Bible 

that he cares deeply about justice.  When Jesus began his earthly ministry, he 

read from Isaiah to say why he had come, and this included: 

 

“He has sent me to proclaim that   captives will be released … 

that the oppressed will be set free…”  (Luke 4:18) 
 

Gary Haugen, the founder and CEO  of IJM, in his book “Good News About 

Injustice” describes four truths about God’s character revealed in the Bible: 

 

God loves justice and, conversely, hates injustice. 

 

God has compassion for those who suffer injustice - everywhere around the 

world, without distinction or favour. 

 

God judges and condemns those who perpetrate injustice. 
 

God seeks active rescue for the victims of injustice. 

 

Easy to say, but how does God put this into practice?  The same way he acts 

in all things: through us.  Everything that God wants accomplished on earth 

he could do himself through supernatural power; but for the most part he 

chooses to achieve through his people.  That’s us.  You and me. 

 

We talk about being FROGs - Fully Reliant On God.  Yes!  But this does not 

mean inaction.  We fully rely on God to provide, to lead, to walk with us - and 

to give us what we need to act for him.  We are his church, his body;            

empowered by his Spirit to complete his task.  This is God’s glorious and 

amazing plan: to invite us to partner with him! 

 

We accept this for proclaiming the gospel, healing the sick, feeding the    

hungry, sheltering the homeless.  What about seeking justice for the         

oppressed?  God declared: “This is the kind of fasting I want: 

Free those who are wrongly imprisoned;  lighten the burden of those who 

work for you.  Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind 

people.”  (Isaiah 58:6) 

 August run  - “08 Mamores Traverse 
10 Munros in one day 
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But how?  When we look at our world, the problem of injustice is                 

staggering.  Today there are over 40 million people trapped in slavery 

globally, more than at any time in history.  They are forced into labour, 

farming, factories and prostitution.  One in four is a child.  It’s                   

particularly bad in India, South East Asia, West Africa and Central America 

- but it happens everywhere: even in Scotland, police say men and women 

are being trafficked into the country on the promise of earning good 

money, but are actually forced to work long hours in cannabis farms, 

prostitution, agriculture, factories or nail bars for little or no money.  It 

touches each of us: if you buy coffee, chocolate, clothing, jewellery,            

roses, makeup, or even mobile phones - all have a high chance of slavery 

in their supply chains or manufacture. 

 

The problem is so big, so overwhelming, it’s tempting to think: “I can’t 

make a difference.”  Slave owners rely on this.  Slavery is only possible 

because of inaction and despair.  But hope is stronger than despair, and 

we have a certain hope because of Jesus.  This is the truth: God will                

empower what he calls us to do.  God is with us! 

 

“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, 

and his ears are open to their prayers. 

But the Lord turns his face against those who do  

evil.”                                                           (1 Peter 3:12) 
 

IJM put this into practice.  At the start of every day, all IJM colleagues join 

in a full hour of prayer, seeking God’s guidance and blessing.  Then they 

work in faith, trusting in God’s power and leadership as they fight against 

injustice across the world. 

 

Each of us has an invitation and an opportunity to join in this work.  We 

can pray: IJM provide a weekly update for prayer partners (sign up at 

ijmuk.org).  We can give, either a one-off donation, or regularly as a             

Freedom Partner.  If we each do the little that we can and work together, 

then we have not only hope, but power to fight back. 

 

I am fighting, doing what I can.  I can run, so I am running a hill race    

every month for IJM.  When Covid-19 arrived in March, all my races were 

cancelled, and I wondered whether to give up.  But injustice did not stop 

with Covid, so neither did I.  I created my own routes to run alone,     

starting and finishing at my home during lockdown, and later exploring 

further afield.  So far I have run 384km and climbed 17,800m - that’s the 

same as 9 marathons and twice up Everest.  I’ve run from Moffat to      

Peebles, and climbed 10 Munros in a single day.  Four of my 11 runs have 

been longer than a marathon.  I’ve raised over £4,600 so far to fight 

against slavery. 

 

https://www.ijmuk.org/pray-for-justice
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My final run of the year is on Saturday 12th December.  I have created 

a Peebles Highlights route that visits my favourite hills and landmarks 

around the town, and finishes on the High Street at around 2pm. 

 

Will you act for justice?  One simple way you can help is to support 

me.  You too can bring hope: you can send rescue to people trapped 

in slavery.  You can make a difference.  You can donate to IJM at 

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ChrisDube. 

 

Together we can end slavery in our lifetime. 

 

“11a Moffat to Peebles” from my recent 
November run, 61km from Moffat to 
Peebles  - this was in mist and rain on 
the last big hill before descending to 
Peebles  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ChrisDube
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For the fourth year running, Bethany Trust have 

launched their Buy a Bed campaign where supporters 

have the opportunity to help provide one person, who 

would otherwise be sleeping rough this Christmas or 

winter, access to the support of the new Welcome 

Centre. 

For every £21 you donate through this campaign, the Welcome Centre will 

provide a person with the following assistance: 

 

             A warm and safe place to sleep 

 Safety from the elements 

 Their own room with en-suite facilities 

 24 hour care and support from professional staff 

 Three meals a day including a freshly prepared, hot two course meal in 

the evening 

 A range of professional on-site support services 

 Tailored support to help the individual to move rapidly out of the  crisis 

of homelessness 

 

In return, you will receive your choice of a physical or e-voucher that you 

can gift to your friends or family members as an ethical Christmas              

present or as a keepsake for yourself. *  

Following on from the success of last year’s campaign, the traditional Care 

Shelter model has been modified into an even more inclusive service with 

the emphasis on re-accommodation. Running from 5 October 2020 until    

2 May 2021 Bethany Trust are taking the very best from what they have 

learned from the running of the Care Shelter and combined it with a 
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now, 24 hour service and a COVID safe space, operating in the                     

Haymarket Hub Hotel. The new Rapid Re-accommodation Welcome             

Centre ensures that everyone has their own room with en-suite facilities 

and daytime as well as night-time access to professional services and           

tailored support to move rapidly out of the crisis of homelessness.** 

Will you consider helping someone today who is homeless in                    

Scotland? Your gift could mean the difference between someone having to 

sleep rough and sleeping overnight in a warm and safe space. 

Thank you sincerely for your generous support. 

*Please note Individuals do not require this voucher to access the service. 

Room hire is separately funded by local and national government. 

**When you support Buy a Bed you’re making a vital donation to help keep 

individuals off the streets and providing tailored support for rapid                   

re-accommodation. Your gift is spent wherever the need is greatest across 

Scotland. Due to current restrictions, gifts may take longer to reach you 

and we cannot guarantee delivery times. 

There are several ways to donate - 

                 On the website  www.bethanychristiantrust.com 

 

               Tel. 0131 561 8930 

                 Bethany Christian Trust, 65 Bonnington Road,                              

                                                     Edinburgh EH6 5JQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

‘Buy a Bed’ vouchers can be purchased 

until Friday 15 January 2021. 

https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/services/
https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/services/
https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/services/
https://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/services/
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When I was asked to take over 

Pastoral Care,  I never imagined   

that Pam Yuill would hand over to  

me sitting two metres away in her 

back garden during a lockdown 

caused by a pandemic!  The Bible 

tells us so many times not to worry 

and yet I did.  How would I cope not 

having Pam about on Sundays at 

church to advise me, and show me 

the ropes? How do we run a Pastoral 

Care service when we can’t meet up 

or go into houses? How do we know 

the needs of our church family and 

community and how do we meet 

them during a pandemic?   

 

But, our God is so faithful and has 

answered many of my questions and 

prayers.  Pam is always at the end   

of the phone for my many questions, 

thank you Pam! We even got to meet 

up for some tea, cake and chat 

recently and any one who knows me 

knows this is one of my favourite 

things to do.  

 

I can’t ignore that there’s been 

challenges but also there are so 

many examples of people truly 

loving and caring for each other in 

our church during Covid. People get 

in contact when they are worried 

about their friend or neighbour to 

ask for help; they’ve been creative         

at how to keep in contact with each 

other - a lot of us are now experts 

using Zoom for chatting and prayer, 

a lockdown fundraiser has been set 

up to raise money by selling crafts 

for our youth work and Soul Restore 

our Counselling Service.  You can see 

the craft or get involved on the 

Leckie Lockdown Fund Raiser 

Facebook page or contact the church 

for more information. 

 

Some of you may also have been the 

surprise recipient of The Apple 

Crumble Gift. Volunteers put 

together a ‘Make your own apple 

crumble’ mix and delivered them to 

some of our church members, young 

and old, to let them know that we 

are missing them and praying for 

them during Covid.  I know they 

went down very well as Heather has 

been getting many emails and thank 

you notes about them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maggie Henderson is our new 

Ministry Leader for Pastoral 

Care.  How has she been  

dealing with this new role 

throughout the pandemic? 
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I loved the Bible verse on the recipe 

sheet “There is a time for 

everything and a season for every 

activity under the heavens” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1. 

 

It really is a season of uncertainty 

but with the good news about 

vaccines and the hopeful arrival at 

the end of the tunnel we’re getting 

an opportunity for a fresh start. 

We’ve learnt the importance of 

staying connected with people and 

how much we miss worshipping 

together. This is a great time now 

to think and pray about what we’ve 

found out about ourselves (our life, 

family, jobs, the church) and all the 

positive things (spending more time 

with God/families/ new work life 

balance) we want to fight for at the 

other side of Covid.  I know that for 

Pastoral Care I’m so thankful for 

the amazing people and their gifts 

in our church who have continued 

to love and pray for our church 

family and help in our local 

community.  We all want to see 

transformation here in Peebles and 

I continue to pray God will give us 

discernment to see where He is 

guiding and prompting us to be 

bold in our faith and lives to show 

love to our church and community.  

 

We will be supporting the Peebleshire Foodbank again this year 

as part of our advent celebrations.  Due to the rules and       

regulations of COVID19 at the moment, we are suggesting that 

you use the collection points at our local supermarkets to 

leave your donation or you can make a financial contribution 

which can be handed in to the Church Office.    
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I started as your Youth Ministry 

Leader  on 1 October and would 

like to thank you for the warm      

welcome I received, for the cards, 

and for the coffee and cake!  

 

Since arriving here, it has been a 

slower process than would be           

normal in a new youth work post, 

due to the COVID restrictions. I 

have mainly been meeting the 

youth and their leaders over Zoom 

and only popping into the Church 

Office when necessary. I know I  

still have many people in the      

congregation to meet over the       

next few months!  

 

The young people have been          

meeting on Zoom (for many  

months now!) each Sunday             

morning, in two groups- approx. 

ages 11-13 and 14+ and we         

average at about 12-15 young           

people across the two groups.  

 

We had a wonderful in-person  

gathering with the young people  

on 1 November at Broomlee          

Activity Centre in West Linton.      

22 young people and 7 leaders 

were able to meet (our maximum 

number is 30, under the youth 

group guidance) We met under the  

outdoor shelter, where we had a 

Sarah’s been with us 

for over a month now 

and here she tells us 

how she’s been getting 

on  
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small fire and lots of hot             

chocolate to keep us warm!           

Despite the persistent rain, we  

were able to play games, hang          

out and spend time talking about 

people that had influenced or that 

we missed from church, and  also 

what we would like to plan for the 

future! 

 

It was very clear to the leaders,    

that the most important thing to 

the young people was to spend 

time with each other, but also to 

spend time with the adults and  

children at church too. It was           

wonderful to hear about the             

football matches, the lantern            

parade and other things that you 

have previously done together,  

that have encouraged connections 

with all  ages, and had enthused 

them about church life  together.  

 

We have been able to start meeting 

with the young people alternate 

weeks in the church, in two groups, 

one in the morning and one in the 

evening (allowing us to spread out).  

The young people have been 

amazing at maintaining their social 

distance and wearing their masks, 

and it has been so great to get 

together at last! 

 

If you know a young person who 

would like to join our groups, or if 

you would like more information, 

please do get in touch.  

sarah@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

07942 592435 

BABY GROUP 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, 

we have been able to open a small      

baby group on Monday afternoons.  

Six mums and their babies have been 

meeting together each week, in the 

church hall. All the babies are under  

twelve months. It has been a lonely  

time for new parents recently, with    

reduced services and support available 

this year. So, it has been lovely for 

these parents to talk to each other and 

share their experiences.  

 

We have a great team of leaders, who 

are going to be on a rota, to offer a cup of tea, a safe space and a listening 

ear to these parents. I hope that we will be able to open a second group in 

the New Year, and perhaps increase the spaces available once the threat from 

COVID-19 is reduced.  

 

Please do continue to pray for these young families, and others in our town 

who have not yet been able to find any group to attend.  

New parent and baby group 
Mondays 1-3 pm 

St Andrews Leckie, Peebles 

Contact  
sarah@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

07942 592435 



 

23 

Where is God     

in a Coronavirus 

world? 

I 
 wonder how many of us have 

pondered on this question this 

year? Perhaps someone has even 

said to you that God is not real. 

How can he be real when he has   

allowed this virus to take hold of our 

world?  2020 has certainly been a 

challenging year for Christians and I 

am sure for some it may have led to 

some questioning of faith. However, 

despite the challenges we have     

endured this year God is right where 

he always is  -  on his throne in   

Heaven. Coronavirus has not taken 

him by surprise, nor is he apathetic 

or unsympathetic to our suffering. 

When we hurt God hurts. I shall   

leave the expert Malcolm our           

minister in his sermons and              

prayer to explain more of this but       

in the meantime I would like to  

share where I found God in the midst 

of my experience of Coronavirus. I 

hope that this will encourage you all 

to stand firm in your faith and keep 

supporting one another during these 

continued uncertain times. 

 

On 1
st

 October I received the dreaded 

text message to say that I had tested 

positive for Coronavirus. Although it  

was expected as our youngest child 

had tested positive four days before, 

it was still a shock to see it in black 

and white.  In the space of a few days 

four of us in the house were struck 

down with the virus with Mark and I 

suffering most. Thankfully we had 

followed all guidelines, self isolated 

and contacted Test and Trace. Reality 

kicked in when we realised we were 

not allowed out of the house at all 

for ten days!! I felt that the family 

was under attack and kept asking 

God “why us?” “are we being pun-

ished?” and even “is it my time to 

die?”  I had two choices - hand over 

the family and illness to God or              

continue to be angry at God and           

wallow in self pity.  

 

Thankfully I chose the first option 

and as I have spoken previously 

about it here in Psalm, decided to be 

that FROG person again (to be Fully 

Reliant on God) and not be afraid. I 

asked God in prayer to protect us 

and heal us fully, trusting and                  

believing that we would all be made 

well.  My go to verse was Isaiah 

41v10 – “So do not fear, for I am with 

you ….” 

 

God sent an outpouring of blessings 

and prayers to our family in                    

abundance, many of which came 

from our church family. I am truly 
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 thankful to you all for the cards, 

flowers, food parcels and offers of 

help that were given to us as a     

family. We all felt very loved and I 

know that prayers were continually 

said for all of us. God heard all the 

prayers, each and every single         

one of them. Symptoms of the            

horrible virus started to wear off  

and we felt human again.                      

Hallelujah!!! 

 

I am very grateful that, despite            

having Long Covid symptoms, that 

my family is all safe and well. I feel 

very blessed and thankful to God for 

healing us. On day 11 or “freedom 

day” as we called it in our house, we 

were finally allowed out of the house 

for a walk.  It was so good to be out 

in the fresh air and I gave thanks to 

God as I walked.  I stopped to take in 

some deep breaths of air and low 

and behold a huge frog was sitting 

looking at me in the pathway……. I 

don’t need signs and symbols to 

prove to me that God is real as my 

faith stands firm but a surprising 

reminder of God’s continual                 

presence is always welcome!!!!! I will 

forever be Fully Reliant on God.   

 

Keep safe everyone over the               

Christmas holidays and I wish you 

and your families a peaceful, blessed 

time where God pours out abundant 

blessings to you all.     

 

Michelle AKA Ministry Leader of 

New Tadpoles……… 

 

 

To enquire about Counselling call 

01721 400616 

(Monday  - Wednesday)   

e-mail info@soulrestore.co.uk  

 

The vision of St. Andrews Leckie is to 

be a place of restoration.  As part of 

this we are reaching out with                          

a Counselling Service.  

(Leaflets with more information              

available in the box on the 

 railings to the right of the                        

noticeboard on the High Street ) 
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Laura’s Children’s Ministry  

Update on Sunday Club 

 

The biggest update from Children’s 

Ministry is that we have now been 

able to meet up with the children in 

person once again!  Many thanks to 

the Kirk Session and everyone who 

worked hard to ensure the right         

permissions and safeguards are in 

place to allow this to happen safely.  

It is simply wonderful to be back  

together once more!  We firstly met 

with the children outdoors, on our 

light prayer walk, and since then 

have met up for Sunday Club in the 

Bakehall. 

 

 

Light Prayer Walk 
 

Having had to delay our light prayer 

walk by a week due to the weather, 

we went ahead on the most beautiful 

November day.  We had 14 children 

taking part, and it was such a           

blessing!  We started at the church 

prayer garden, where we decorated 

stones, made crosses from sticks, 

and prayed for our church family.  

We then moved along to the war  

memorial, where each child stuck a 

poppy onto our decoration, and   we 

prayed to remember those who have 

lost their lives to bring us peace.    
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We walked on through the Old 

Town, prayed for our community in 

the rainbow garden, and then 

walked up to Haylodge Park, where 

we prayed for the Health Centre 

and the NHS. 

 

The children then played with a 

globe ball, praying for countries 

around the world, and decorated 

the wall with beautiful chalk     

blessings. 

 

We prayed to ask for forgiveness  

as we crossed Fotheringham 

Bridge, throwing a stick or leaf    

into the  river to symbolise our     

sin being swept away by Jesus.    

We then enjoyed a wonderful        

bonfire with snacks, marshmallows 

and sparklers.  Hannah read a  

lovely story about Jesus being the 

Light of the World, and Mary sang 

while the children all joined in the 

actions to Shine Jesus Shine!  (We 

are thankful we were  allowed one 

solo singer in the act of worship!)  

Nightfall came as we were at the 

bonfire, and we then walked in the 

dark along to Kingsmeadows play 

park where we had fun with glow 

sticks, and lots of glowing things!  

 

Huge thanks to Dougal Kennedy for 

organising the bonfire and to all 

the leaders and parents who helped 

on the day. 

We met for Sunday Club for the first 

time back on 15
th

 November.     

There were 22 children there,   

which included many who haven’t 

been on Zoom, which was              

wonderful!  We watched the start of 

the church service together, learned 

about God’s love and acceptance, 

played games, painted, and even                      

celebrated Anahi’s birthday             

together!  Praise God for this turn 

out and wonderful time together. 

Until the new year we are going to 

meet fortnightly in person, and on 

the alternate weeks we will continue 

to meet on Zoom.  We will now be 

looking ahead towards Christmas 

and our nativity service, which will 

be a bit different from usual this 

year, but hopefully still the same 

blessing as always!   

 

God Bless, 

 

Sunday Club meeting in the Bakehall 
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The award-winning charity,                 

Christians against Poverty –              

CAP -  is committed to helping     

people to  be set free from debt    

and poverty. CAP has made                  

resources available, such as the   

Kick Start sessions, which enable 

churches like St. Andrews Leckie to 

reach out to and support the peo-

ple in their community. 

 

John Dimmock (or Dr. D, as we like 

to call him) recruited Marion         

Anderson, Nancy Thomson and me 

to help run three Kick Start ses-

sions. 

 

At the beginning of November we 

launched the first Zoom session 

which was called: Making your    

money go further. Two weeks later 

the session was: Handling Habits.   

By the time you are reading this    

we will have done the last session:    

Anxiety and Worry. 

 

Each session lasts about 45 

minutes and is an opportunity for 

attendees to reflect on and discuss, 

for  instance, what triggers certain               

habits, or how to shop on a budget,  

or how to identify different types of 

worry. 

 

As facilitators of these sessions we 

aim to promote a safe and                   

accepting environment where                

attendees can speak openly about 

their situation and can receive  

practical support. These sessions 

are confidential and there is no 

compulsion to share. The main aim 

is to build relationships with those 

who come along to the sessions 

and signpost where to get more 

help if needed. 

 

It has been challenging to learn 

how to lead Zoom meetings,                

especially when the internet con-

nection is unstable! Dr.D keeps us 

right on the techy side of things! 

We are thankful to God for enabling 

us to launch these sessions and we 

pray that He will use them to bless 

the people of Peebles as we seek to 

love and serve Him. 

                                 

                          Lizzie McClean 

 
Keep an eye on https://

standrewsleckie.co.uk/cap to see 

what is coming in the new year. 

 
 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/cap
https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/cap


 

30 

Like many of us, you may have 

some unease about what Christmas 

will be like this year.  We have been 

asked to give up so much in recent 

months, in terms of seeing loved 

ones, making plans, travel this year; 

in the name of public health and a 

virus that has impacted how we live, 

and taken lives. 

 

What can we do to guard our           

emotions and find peace during this 

advent and Christmas period?   

 

You may want to acknowledge the 

losses, face the feelings, but not let 

them takeover. 

 

Set aside a 20 minute time in a day 

(and boundary at, it is a time to   

lament but then move on), when 

you will say to yourself: ‘What do I 

feel today?’ And ‘I am sad                

because ….or I have lost…or I am 

angry’.   

 

Denying feelings rarely works; they 

need a voice, and expression.  You 

can do this by yourself, and do take 

it to God.  Remember when we   

studied the book of Job?  The Lord 

God wants us to come to him just 

as we are. 

 

What things can you do to support 

your wellbeing?  To help during  

advent and Christmas? 

“What will Christmas be 

like this year?” asks Janice 

our Head of Counselling at 

Soul Restore 

 Don’t look too far ahead or plan ahead. Hold plans lightly and be flexible 
 

 Don’t compare yourself to others, or look at what they have 
 

 Do something that you enjoy, every day 

 Make plans that you can control, over food, TV, reading, phone calls, and 

walks 

 Find ways to relax, jigsaws, adult colouring, baking for self and others, 

exercise 

 Show love to others.  An act of kindness blesses the giver and the receiver 

 Be creative in a new way!  Write a poem, make a Christmas decoration 

 Make writing a Christmas card an act of connection to that person with a 

paragraph of what you share and have shared 

 Start a gratitude diary, every day write 3 things you are grateful for, from a 

cup of coffee, to a conversation with a friend.   

 Sing praise to God, and enjoy your praise music 
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These are just some ideas.  I hope 

they are a starting point.  Also     

accept that we all have bad days, 

and that a new day will come that 

isn’t  so bad – remind yourself of 

this.  

 

We have an assurance in our Saviour 

“ And be sure of this: I am with you always” Matthew 28 vs.20 

Savour that He is with you, especially at Christmas time. 

 

M 
argaret Macfarlane and her 

late husband, the Rev           

Kenneth Macfarlane, retired 

to Peebles in the early 

1990s, having spent more than thirty 

years in the highlands of Scotland.  Her 

forty year teaching career began in 

Glasgow in the 1950s, but for the last 

twenty of these years she was the             

Depute Head of a large primary school 

in Tain.  During her time in Tain, she 

devised an individual reading scheme, 

which allowed pupils to develop their 

reading skills at their own pace, as she 

realised that some pupils were held 

back by ‘group’ schemes, while others 

struggled to keep up.  

 

Those of you who know Margaret well 

will know that she is not one to let 

things get the better of her, so during 

the recent lockdown she used the time 

spent at home to write her first book, 

which makes her reading method              

available to children and adults.       

Passionate about encouraging literacy,  

Margaret hopes that ‘Please Teach Me 

To Read’ which is now available to buy 

on Amazon, can help both children and 

adults to learn how to read. For              

Margaret, it is the fulfilment of a       

lifetime as a teacher.  
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Perhaps we should have called this 

“Fun and Fundraising”. It started 

small but, like all Christian               

initiatives, with prayer and God’s 

guidance, it has grown and still has 

room to welcome more.  

 

It all began through a personal  

quest for purpose and for                 

connection with my church family as 

the long winter months, in a time of 

Covid, began to loom in front of me. 

I like many had spent the early 

spring and summer months              

shielding. The weather was kind  

and eventually small pleasures such 

as garden visits from friends and 

neighbours added greatly to my 

days. But winter in Peebles generally 

does not lend itself to outdoor             

sedentary socialising.  

 

I prayed, I spoke to members of     

the Church family and an idea took 

shape. Why not use the winter 

months, when access to friends is 

curtailed by the virus, to make items 

to sell to raise funds for the               

important work our Church is           

doing in our local community?  At 

the same time, let us enjoy sharing 

our gifts no matter how humble. A 

shared purpose is a great way of 

connecting with others, especially 

with Church family members.  

 

The main event will be a celebratory 

gathering with coffee, cake, chat  

and sales in the church in the 

spring / early summer of 2021  

when with God’s help we will have   

a vaccine. Many folk are quietly          

working on items to sell in spring, 

some have been sharing ideas of 

what they could make (to test their 

market ) and others have been there 

to support and encourage. I hope 

you will join us too.  

 

All funds raised will go to Soul          

Restore and to the Youth Ministry. 

Twenty-two children attended the 

first in person gathering of the           

children’s Sunday groups. This 

makes my heart sing with hope for 

the future as our children grow up 

knowing the love of God and the 

warmth and support of Christian  

fellowship. Soul Restore is reaching 

out to our community now and will 

be a beacon for many as the               

emotional and financial effects of 

the virus become more obvious in 

the months to come.  

 

At the moment we have been              

communicating through FaceBook 

on the group “Leckie Lockdown 

Fundraiser”    https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/382461056086077/   and 

via Heather “in the office” Collin.      

If you would like to get involved 

please  join us on FaceBook or              

contact Heather and she will put  

you in touch with me. 

 

However, Christmas is just around 

the corner and many of us have 

Christmas crafts which we can sell 

now.  

 

 

 

Leckie Lockdown Fundraiser 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/382461056086077/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/382461056086077/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/382461056086077/
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Below are just some of the items           

that are being made at the moment.  

If you would like to buy any of the 

items below please contact Heather 

and she will put you in touch with the 

individual crafter. Some things can  

be made to order in particular        

colours; for other items the crafter 

will have made a set number.  

 

I wish you a very merry Christmas and 

a productive and creative New Year 

 

 

                    Marion Anderson 

Crochet head warmers Christmas gnomes 

Christmas tree  
decorations 

Candles  

Flowers  

Ceramic  crosses 

Christmas Wreathes 

Knitted chic wrap 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘To be a Christ-centred church based on prayer and the word of God 

which, relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is  

a welcoming, caring fellowship committed to meaningful  

worship, teaching and active outreach  

 

 

In Bethlehem on a cold winters night, 

one star in particular was shining bright  

Mary and Joseph had travelled a long way 

her baby was due and nowhere to stay   

An innkeeper gave them his stable cold and bare  

And Mary had her baby there   

In a manger baby Jesus lay   

The angels sang, it was a joyful day   

The wise men saw the bright shining star  

and they had travelled very far   

to pay homage to this baby boy   

The Saviour of the world,  oh what joy   

At this special time of year  

we exchange cards and gifts far and near  

but a greater gift there could never be   

than the one God gave to you and me   

baby Jesus in that manger lay  

That’s why we celebrate his birth on Christmas Day   

 

Wilma  Barrett  
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CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE  

email: office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Tel: 01721 723121 

All correspondence relating to church matters should be sent to 

the Church, Eastgate, Peebles EH45 8AD  

 

If you would like to receive a copy of PSALM  by e-mail, please          

contact Heather in the Church Office 

N.B.  The next issue  (427) will be February/March 2021  

The deadline for items will be Friday 22 January  
 

All items for inclusion should be submitted to the  

church office by that date. 
 

 

.  

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Hebrews 4: v16  
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