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WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US IN SUNDAY WORSHIP AND TO 

TAKE PART IN OUR ACTIVITIES 

11am  

Morning worship, crèche, Sunday Club , 7Up Group 

6.30pm 

Evening Services   

 

 

 

Services and Readings 

March 

01 

Guest Speaker:  

Andrea Wigglesworth 

A place at the table 

Healing for the broken hearted 

Isaiah 61 
 

08 

A place at the table: 

FROG Part  1 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-31 

  

 

15 

A place at the table 

FROG Part 2 

1 Corinthians 2: 1-4 

 

22 

A place at the table 

Called and Sent 

Matthew 4: 18-22; 9: 9-13 

 

29 

A place at the table 

Worship 

Mark 14: 1-11  

 

April 

5 

Palm Sunday 

A place at the table 

A house of prayer for all nations 

Mark 11: 1-19 

 

10 

Good Friday Service at 7pm 

April (cont’d) 

12 

Easter Sunday Family Service 

He is risen! 
 

19 

Morning Service conducted 

by  

Make disciples of all nations 

Matthew 28: 1-20 

 

26 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Job 1 

Evening Services 

  Prayer and Praise The first                    

     Sunday  of every month at                     

      6.30pm.  (The    other  three                       

      Sundays will all follow   the             

      same format) 

 

  Drawing Near: where we have             

      an  extended time of praise and     

      sung   worship. 

 

  Encountering God: where we          

      hear  from the Word of God. 

 

  Responding to God: where we    

      close in praise. 

 

  At the end of every service, we    

      will  have ongoing praise, tea           

       and coffee   and the opportunity   

       to receive confidential prayer                         

     ministry.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE  

 

Some time ago in a sermon, I mentioned a scene 

from the Lion King, where Mufasa tells his son 

Simba, “you have forgotten me, so you have 

forgotten who you are. You are more than what 

you have become. Remember who you are. You 

are my son and you are the true king. Remember 

who you are. Remember, Remember, Remember 

who you are” 

 

I shared how I heard of a Christian leader who repeatedly said those words, 

“Remember who you are” to his daughter throughout her teenage years – 

particularly when she was going into some environment that gave him 

cause for concern. 

 

Lent is a time for us to remember who we are as the people of God.  For 

according to the New Testament, we are “citizens of heaven” and a “holy 

people”. In other words, we’re to live distinctive, different lives for God, 

that don’t uncritically swallow the values of our culture. 

 

“Don’t become so well adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without 

even thinking” (Romans 12:2, MSG) 
 

That has always been the challenge for God’s people – like when the Old 

Testament people of God, were far from home, living among the 

Babylonians and starting to look more like the Babylonians than the people 

of God. God said to them through His messenger: 

 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 

7 

Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. (Isaiah 55:5-7) 

 

These are good words for Lent. They remind us that God is the God of 

grace – always near and ready to forgive and show us mercy and the God of 

demand – who we must “seek”, “call on”, “turn to” and “forsake” evil for.  

 

In the lead up to Easter, steep yourself in the ways and the words of Jesus. 

Pay attention to where they challenge attitudes to money, relationships and 

people. Remember who you are and take every opportunity to remind your 

children and grandchildren who they are according to the Lord (for 

confusion around identity abounds for our younger generation). 

 

And bring it all to the Lord, who “will have mercy” and “freely pardon”. 

                                                                                             Malcolm 



 

4 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Holy Week, the Leckie Memorial 

Church will be open on  

10am-12 noon Friday 10 April (Good 

Friday – in the Church) 

 

                                     10 April  

                                         7pm  

Service in the Leckie Memorial Church  

Good Friday Session for children – 7-8pm in the Bakehall while the adult 

service is on in the Church.  We will be  thinking about Jesus dying for us, 

immersing ourselves in the story, singing, praying, crafts and snacks. 

 

Easter Sunday 

12 April 

8am 

Leaving from the Leckie Memorial Church, join us for an early morning 

walk up to the Sware car park where we will hold a short service of               

worship overlooking Peebles before returning for breakfast in  

the Church Hall. 

11am 

Easter morning Family Service 

 
 

No Evening Service 

News of the Parish 

Funeral 
 

February 12               Janet ELDER, St. Ronans, Innerleithen  

 

Change of Address 

Marjorie MASON from Arron House Care Home, Penicuik to St. 

Ronan’s Residential Home,  Innerleithen  
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In Luke 6 v 19 it says (about Jesus) 

‘and the people all tried to touch 

him, because power was coming 

from him and healing them all’. 

The literal translation is that ‘power 

was escaping from Him’, He was so 

filled with the power of God that it 

just escaped from Him!  During the 

weeks of this series, we prayed 

regularly for the children to be filled 

with the power of the Spirit in such a 

way!   We also encouraged the 

children to keep asking for ‘more’ – 

praying for them to be filled again 

and again with the Spirit. 

We thought a lot about the 

difference between the natural and 

supernatural, and learned about how 

the Holy Spirit is our special helper, 

how He can help us to grow closer to 

God, and to help us be more like 

Jesus.  That He is in the world 

today working to bring God’s 

kingdom to earth.  And He is the 

One who needs to direct our worship 

and our lifestyle.  The Holy Spirit can 

and does work within us in amazing 

ways! 

 

We then learned all about different 

gifts of the Spirit – Speaking gifts 

(speaking in tongues, interpretation 

of tongues and prophecy); Revealing 

gifts (words of wisdom, words of 

knowledge, discernment of spirits); 

and Doing gifts (faith, healing and 

miracles).  Many of these ideas were 

new to the children, and we shared 

with each other how some of them 

could seem “a bit freaky!”, but how 

we can trust God, who we know is a 

very good God, to give us good 

gifts.  We also thought about how 

the gifts of the Spirit are mostly for 

us to give away to help other people, 

and to build up our church. 

   

Children’s Ministry Update 

Sunday Club 

Holy Spirit Come 

At Sunday Club, we have just recently finished our teaching series called          

Holy Spirit Come, one of the series in the Powerpack Ministry curriculum.  

This was a programme that introduced our children to the power that the 

Holy Spirit can have within each of us, and to gifts of the Spirit.   
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The children were so open to 

seeking and receiving the Holy Spirit 

and His gifts!  We like to remind the 

children how God is  right here 

among us and He can  do anything.  

It is exciting to see how He might 

use our children in powerful ways 

(and already is!)  Please keep praying 

for His Spirit to be poured out 

among our children and all of us! 

Children in Sunday Club praying during one of the 

 Holy Spirit Come sessions. 

Visit from Peggy 
 

Sunday Club were very blessed to 

have a visit from Peggy Ferguson, 

who shared with us that she has 

belonged to our church since before 

our minister Malcom was born!  

Peggy shared with the children her 

story of being invited to Sunday 

School by a friend when they were 

small children, and of how wonder-

ful she found this to be.  She re-

called walking in the dark during 

wartime being guided by the light 

of her mother’s torch, and of    

walking with Jesus.  While Peggy’s 

own father sadly died at a young 

age, Peggy said she has always 

known she is treasured by her  

heavenly father, and that “my Jesus” 

has aways been with her throughout 

her life. 

 

We loved having Peggy visit us, and 

were so blessed by her testimony.  

We would warmly welcome any 

member of our church family to 

join us to share their own story.  

Please do consider this, and speak 

to Laura at any time if you would 

like to arrange this. 
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Peggy Ferguson visiting our Sunday Club children 

Lent 

Sunday Club children were joined by 

the 7Up youth to celebrate the start 

of Lent together.  We learned afresh 

about what Lent is, and the children 

made up their own ‘Lent in a Bag’,  

 

with objects to take home and to 

help them connect with God during 

this period.  

We then enjoyed pancakes together, 

thanks to the Gemmell family and 

their wonderful cooking!   

Children and 

young people 

just having            

enjoyed                    

pancakes 
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The Father’s House  
 

The next series that the children 

move on to in our Powerpack 

Curriculum is called ‘The Father’s 

House’.   

 

The overall aim of this teaching 

series is to introduce the  children  

into relationship with God as Father  

and into Christian discipleship. The 

setting for this is based on the 

rooms of a house. There are 8 

sessions in all and each one takes a 

look at a different room in ‘Father’s 

House’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Session 1 – Introduction – To learn 

that Father God wants us to come 

close to Him, to have a close              

relationship with Him, and to be            

part of His family. 

 

Session 2 – The Hall – The place of 

entry - talking about entering God’s 

Kingdom, what salvation means and 

how to become a Christian. 

 

Session 3 – The Living Room –           

God wants us to be very close 

friends, to chat, to share news,       

to share anything and everything, 

and for us to listen to Him too.       

He wants us to have a 

conversational prayer life, like                    

close friends chatting in their 

living room. 
 

Session 4 – The Bathroom – To 

learn how Father God will forgive us 

if we are really sorry.  The bathroom 

is the place we get physically clean, 

and from time to time we need to 

say   sorry to God and get ‘cleaned 

up’ on the inside too. 
 

Session 5 – The Dining Room – 

Thinking about how God wants to 

‘feed’ us with His Holy Spirit.  Just as 

we need to eat food to live, we need 

to be filled with the Spirit to live 

spiritually in God’s family. 

 

Session 6 – The Study – Father God 

wants us to know His word – The 

Bible.  To encourage the children to 

read the Bible, to equip them with 

tools to help, and to encourage 

them to apply the Word to their own 

lives. 
 

Session 7 – The Bedroom - Father 

God wants us to keep close to Him, 

to know His love.  To help children 

develop a more intimate relationship 

with God, to encourage them to stop 

and rest in His presence and to 

sense His love and closeness in           

every circumstance. 

 

Session 8 – The Kitchen – To think 

about service as part of worship.  

Father God wants us to help and 

serve other people. He wants us to 

think of others and not be selfish – 

to have a servant heart. 
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Children and Young 

People’s Prayer Group 
 

Our children and young people’s 

prayer group have seen many new 

members in the past few months, 

which is brilliant!  We now have a 

large group of Sunday Club children 

and a growing number of young 

people from 7Up who meet to pray 

with, and for, others.  The group are 

available to pray after Sunday 

morning services on the 1
st

 Sunday of 

each month.  We are also very happy 

to pray for anyone at any other time!  

The children now usually have a wee 

queue of people waiting for prayer, 

which is wonderful, and so 

encouraging for them.  And most of 

all, God has been doing amazing 

things and has been answering 

prayers miraculously!  We have seen 

many amazing healings now, people 

being filled with joy by the Spirit, and 

God’s presence being known so 

beautifully.  Praise God!  One card we 

received recently, from someone who 

had received prayer from the 

children, concluded “Your prayers 

are wonderful, and our amazing God 

answers!”  If you would like the 

group to pray for you, please ask at 

any time, or come along on                        

the 1
st

 Sunday of the month. 

**SAVE THE DATE**  
 

After a very successful church weekend away in Larbert last           

October we are now planning a “Weekend at Home”. We can              

confirm the dates of 22
nd

-24
th

 May and although the details are still 

to be finalised we hope to have Friday night worship, a coffee         

morning, lots of activities focussing on prayer, a church ceilidh and 

lots of food! Please put this date in your diary now and come along 

and be part of something fun and exciting! More details to follow 

but any queries to Paul Henderson or Laura Cassidy. 
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Firstly, I’d like to thank everyone 

who came along to the Gift     

Weekend at the end of January.  

It’s very encouraging for the          

Ministry Team and other project 

leaders to engage in                      

conversations with members            

of our church family.  Some           

discussions were positive while  

others were somewhat                    

challenging, but either way, it’s 

so important for the leadership 

team to appreciate and                

understand the views of our 

membership as we continue  

with the various projects and 

planned developments on our 

journey to become a Place of                            

Restoration. 

 

There were generous offers of   

help and support for several               

ministries and 21 financial                 

gifts were received, amounting 

to around £3,300, including Gift 

Aid.  In addition, several folk 

took away forms to start regular 

giving by Standing Order and 

others to sign up for Gift Aid.  

Standing Orders help our church 

to maintain a more regular 

income throughout the year and 

the tax recovered from Gift Aid 

donations is not insignificant at 

around £32,000 for 2019.     

 

As I write this article, the 2019 

accounts are with the 

Independent Examiner and 

therefore, I am unable to publish 

any detail until a later date. 

 

I have recently been directed to 

an article from Bible.org, which              

discusses Connecting to God 

through Giving.  This particular 

article is part of a series on 

Biblical Financial Stewardship.  

The article is fairly long but well 

worth reading.  The first half is 

printed on the next few pages, 

and the second half will be 

printed in the next PSALM 

magazine.  I have tried to 

‘adjust’ the punctuation and 

grammar as best I can, without 

changing someone else’s work. 

 

                  Yvonne Elliot  

 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘To be a Christ-centred church based on prayer and the word of God 

which, relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is  

a welcoming, caring fellowship committed to meaningful  

worship, teaching and active outreach  
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The Stewardship Taboo  

Two men were marooned on a tiny island.  One man paced back and 

forth worried and dreadfully frightened, while the other man sat back, 

whistling and sunning himself.  The first man said, "Aren’t you afraid 

we’re going to die here?" "Nope," said the second man. “How can you be 

so sure?” the first man asked. “Well, you…” said the second man, “I make 

$100,000 a month and I tithe faithfully to my church… my Pastor will 

find me." 

 

This humorous story identifies one of the key reasons why many pastors 

and churches avoid saying very much about financial giving.  There is a 

perception (and a reality in many cases) that pastors are motivated to 

preach on giving only because of their own selfish concern about the 

budget or a building program.  For many years as a pastor myself, I    

ventured into the area of financial stewardship and especially giving 

quite rarely.  As I would preach expositionally through a book of the   

Bible, I wouldn’t avoid the subject of giving, but I hesitated to approach 

the subject extensively as a topic, lest I appear to be focused too much 

on the bottom line of the church rather than spiritual discipleship.  I    

assumed – and it was partly true – that if people are growing spiritually, 

they will learn to give. 

 

However, there is no other area of spiritual growth where we make the 

assumption that believers will grow without reminder and exhortation. I 

have come to realize that we are not mature disciples if we have not    

embraced the reality that materially we are stewards instead of owners.  

 

If churches and pastors have communicated somehow that “stewardship” 

messages are primarily about fund-raising, then they are responsible to 

change that attitude internally. Stewardship is not fund-raising; it’s basic 

discipleship.  But in a similar sense, each believer must come to           

understand that giving is not just about “doing their duty.”  Giving is    

actually a deeply personal indicator of our spiritual maturity as well as 

our love for God.  If we understand Jesus’ words that our “treasure” is an 

indication of our “heart,” how can churches and pastors avoid teaching 

on the important issue of giving? 

 

Knowing God through Giving 

Giving is a spiritual issue and in fact, a relational issue with God.  In            

order to truly yield to God’s ownership of our possessions, we must  

evaluate carefully what may be the most telling evidence of our                    

stewardship – the part we give.  Just as we decide on what we spend on 

an appliance or how much we will put in a savings or retirement account; 

we must also have to decide how much money we will give.  Even to give  
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nothing is a decision.  Stewards are accountable in each decision to please 

the owner.  

 

Many see the responsibility of giving as a burden.  How sad that is in light 

of Paul’s reminder that God loves a cheerful giver.  Giving is actually a  

relational decision.  In the process of making giving decisions we really 

establish our agreement with God about stewardship.  As we continually 

decide to give, we constantly affirm how much we value our relationship to 

God as His children.  And as God’s stewards, giving decisions are simply a 

matter of thinking through how He wants us to allocate His  money.  

 

An amazing benefit of giving as stewards is that it releases us from the 

real burden of our own financial needs.  As we learn to trust God through 

giving, we can live confidently on what is left because we know that God is 

taking care of that.  Giving is a freeing experience as it connects us more 

closely to God relationally.  The ultimate outcome is that those who give as 

stewards experience a sense of intimacy with God that all followers of 

Christ long for.  Giving becomes worship.  Giving becomes a way of saying 

thanks to God for His grace and promised provision.  Giving becomes a 

deep part of our personal connection to God. 

 

Three Widows who Trusted God  

1. THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH – 860 BC (1 KINGS 17:7-14) 

This passage tells us the story of God providing for a widow in a small 

town northwest of Galilee along the Mediterranean Coast.  After a 3 ½ year 

drought, God sent Elijah to this widow living in financial fears.  There had 

been a terrible ominous fear growing in her heart for several years.  There 

was no rain in the land.  She could not grow anything.  There was no 

welfare – especially in pagan Sidon.  This wasn’t Israel where people at 

least knew they were supposed to care for the widow and the poor.  As far 

as she knew, the starvation process would begin after this meal.  There 

was nothing to eat anywhere.  And then the prophet Elijah showed up.  

First he wanted a drink.  His brook had dried up and he was thirsty.  She 

must have had some source of water, so despite her own desperate plight, 

she does the proper oriental thing and aided the traveller.  But his next 

request stopped her in her tracks.  Bring me bread, he asked.  Right.  Kick 

me when I’m down, she must have thought.  I have no bread.  I’m about to 

die with my son, and you want me to bring you bread.  But Elijah does not 

back down on his request.  He sets in place a test of this woman’s heart.  

He says, don’t be afraid.  Go make bread like you said, but make mine first 

(1 Kings 17:13). 

 

This sounds rather selfish of Elijah, but Elijah represents the God of Israel.  

And the God of Israel and heaven and earth is sovereign – and to be  
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obeyed.  And as God’s representative, Elijah promises her a miracle – but she 

has to make his cake of bread first. 

 

Now the woman has a decision to make. Do I divide my very last meal?  This 

means that I and my son will not even have the hunger pains subside today – 

in the scant hope that something might be found tomorrow.  It means the 

hunger starts today, not tomorrow. 

Shall I do it, she had to wonder.  This is a man of God, representing the           

living and true God.  He has promised to provide miraculously for me.  But 

do I really believe it?  Do I believe it enough to give this man bread that 

leaves me hungry today? 

She decides to trust God, but perhaps not without a large degree of doubt. 

Maybe she even had a “What do I have to lose?” attitude.  So, she made the 

bread – dividing the little she had and giving to Elijah first.  

How does it work out for this widow?  1 Kings 17:15-16 tells, us, "She went 

away and did as Elijah had told her.  So, there was food every day for Elijah 

and for the woman and her family. {16} For the jar of flour was not used up 

and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD          

spoken by Elijah." 
 

God did the miracle!  Perhaps it was the next morning after feeding Elijah 

that the miracle occurred.  Did she wake up hungry and inch toward the 

empty vessels she left on her simple table the night before?  What am I            

doing by thinking and hoping that there is something in here?  But in the 

morning light she grasps the flour jar to pick it up.  It seems to be stuck to 

the table.  Is it possible…?  I emptied it.  No!  It’s not stuck.  It’s full!  She 

grabs the oil jug.  It’s full too.  Maybe she screams in delight.  Maybe she 

wakes up Elijah and her son.  And maybe Elijah had a sleepy, “I told you so,” 

look on his face.  The questions come stumbling out: Where did… How did 

you…?   But for this woman of faith who gave first there was bread for                

today. God gave her and her son their daily bread. 

 

We don’t know how God did it.  Maybe there was an angel on special                    

assignment each day – just to fill this widow’s jug and jar.  But in some way 

God created extra oil and ground flour continuously for this one widow and 

her son and God’s servant Elijah until the rains came again.  

God spoke the seed-bearing plants into existence on day six of creation, so 

He just carried it through a little further this day.  God went into the                  

flour-making business and oil-pressing business for a brief time because this 

special woman loved, trusted and obeyed Him. I imagine that life was never 

quite the same for this woman spiritually. The God whom she only knew at a 

distance was now her Divine Provider. He cared personally for her.  

 

Does God still do that?  Certainly.  That’s the way God is.  He cares about us 

personally and reaches out to us relationally when we are devoted to Him.  

javascript:%7b%7d
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For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may 

strongly support those whose heart is completely His.                            ” (2 

Chronicles 16:9)  It should be no surprise to us that God uses the area of 

financial giving to test our heart and then to draw us close as we trust and 

obey Him. 

 

Let’s just make a few observations about this widow that might fit our              

situation:  

• She was a believer in the true God.  

• She had serious financial needs herself.  

• She was asked to give away a big part of the little she had. 

• She heard God’s promise to provide for her if she gave.  

• She believed God’s promise and first gave obediently to God.  

• God showed His care by providing for her needs miraculously!  

 

Let’s fast forward to another widow about AD 30. 

 

2. THE WIDOW AND JESUS AT THE TEMPLE – 30 AD 

Jesus and His disciples were at the temple in Jerusalem sitting where               

people put in offerings for the temple treasury.  It was Passover time and 

the town was extra full. At feast times like this, people who came to the 

temple would often give extra gifts.  This wasn’t the tithe.  It was not                 

obligation.  These were special gifts that were supposed to be given as     

personal worship.  

 

But of course, worship is not proven by a gift or anything external. Worship 

is what goes on in the heart.  And that is what we learn by the Bible’s                

account of what took place next. 

"Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 

watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many 

rich people threw in large amounts. {42} But a poor widow came and put in 

two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. {43}  Calling 

his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has 

put more into the treasury than all the others. {44}  They all gave out of 

their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to 

live on.” (Mark 12:41-44)  

 

Jesus doesn’t say anything against the wealthy people who gave at the  

temple this day.  He doesn’t say that the wealthy were wrongly motivated.  

But Jesus noticed a particular widow whose heart was genuinely committed 

to giving as worship.  And Jesus makes the divine observation that this     

woman gave MORE than the wealthy!  She gave the smallest of all                           

imaginable gifts.  It was two tiny coins.  These coins – lepta – were little 

bronze pieces weighing less than a gram each. (A penny weighs about 3 

grams.)  Together these two coins equalled 1/16th of a denarius. We know 

that a labourer could earn a denarius per day (Mathew 20:9-10), so for  
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comparison, the amount she gave was about what a labourer today would 

earn in a half hour (a half hour of minimum wage). 

 

So, on one hand what made her gift remarkable was how small it was.  But 

ironically, what made her gift remarkable to Jesus was how large it was!  

What make this gift so large was that it was all the money she had.  

Perhaps this woman had some simple housekeeping job or something where 

she earned this amount each day.  We aren’t told if she had any source of 

possible income. But we do know that she emptied her bank account that 

day.  She had every reason not to give.  But she wanted to worship and thus, 

in the eyes of Jesus, she gave more than those who gave large amounts out 

of their wealth.  The gifts given by others were expendable income.  It didn’t 

affect them really in any way. Her gift was essential income. 

 

This is how God views giving today.  God always sees the sacrifice of giving.  

That’s where the worship of giving really happens.  It costs.  King David once 

said, I will not sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing (1 Chronicles 

21:24 ).  Jesus didn’t make any promise here of God’s future provision for 

her.  In fact, we don’t even know that Jesus spoke to her at all.  It doesn’t 

say.  But what do we think about this woman’s future?  Do we think she had 

what she needed in the days to come?  Do we think Jesus used her this day 

for an illustration and then abandoned her – and she starved? Certainly not.  

God’s not like that.  God certainly cared for this needy woman.  

 

Jesus pointed her out because He recognized the sincerity of her heart.  This 

woman has stood through the ages as a model for giving, not simply be-

cause her giving ratio exceeded the gifts of others, but because the sacrifice 

indicated her deep love for God.  Love for God is the goal.  Sacrificial giving 

is a means of establishing and expressing that closeness with Him.  Again, 

let’s learn some basic lessons from this incident: 

 

• We are never too poor to give. 

• Giving generously means trusting God for the future. 

• God is honoured by our degree of sacrifice, not the amount.  

• Giving is worship that expresses our relationship to God. 

 

Here is one more true story of a widow who gave.  

 

3. THE WIDOW AND GOD’S BUSINESS (1990’S) 

This story took place in modern times.  It’s told in Ron Blue’s book, Gener-

ous Living (published in 1997).  It’s the story of Christian woman named Ru-

by. 

 

Ruby’s husband, Bob, was dying of cancer.  Fifteen years earlier he had start-

ed a company that manufactured water treatment chemicals.  Now in his 

waning days, his adult daughter had quit her teaching job to help with the 

business along with Bob’s wife Ruby.  Ruby knew business was slow, but she 

was shocked to find out from her daughter that the company was actually on  
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the verge of bankruptcy.  Some bills were 36 months overdue.  Bob had 

kept the problems secret to avoid burdening her, but now the truth was out. 

 

As she began to pray about the desperate condition of the business, God 

impressed upon her something that she had previously learned from God’s 

Word about giving.  She sensed from God that she was supposed to start 

giving from the business account. 

 

She asked her husband’s permission and he agreed they had nothing to 

lose.  Ruby went to the company secretary and told her to write a $1000 

cheque to their church.  The long-time secretary protested that there was 

really no money in the account and there were many bills that should be 

paid first if they had the money.  But Ruby insisted and the cheque went 

out. 

 

The next week Bob died.  It wasn’t until a month later that Ruby went back 

to the company she now owned.  She asked the secretary what happened to 

the cheque that was written to the church.  She replied, Ruby, you won’t 

believe this, but there was somehow enough money in the account to cover 

it.   Write another one, Ruby said.  Never, the      secretary said.  But Ruby 

prevailed as the owner. And for a whole year they contributed $1000 a 

month – the cheques just barely clearing each month.  The following year 

the business began to flourish and in that next year all the past due bills 

got paid.  Ruby increased the company giving to the point where at the time 

of the writing of Ron Blue’s book they were giving $20,000 a month to 

ministry purposes. 

Actual results may vary – like all the disclaimers say.  This is just one 

person’s story.  The giving principle, as we will see in future study, is not 

about getting rich.  Don’t misunderstand the point.  The widow who fed 

Elijah and the widow in the temple probably just got by financially 

throughout the rest of their lives.  Ruby may have become wealthy. God is 

still sovereign in how much He provides.  The amount is not the     issue, 

but it is encouraging to learn that God miraculously provides. God honours 

those who have trusted him not only in 800 BC or 30 AD; His provision 

continues for givers today. 

 

Ruby is one of a long line of people who in their need have reached out to 

the God who provides.  That reach toward God is expressed through 

financially giving that we test our trust, but then rewards us with a  closer 

connection to God. 

 

       If we want to be a healing community …  

       we need to know the compassion of Jesus for a broken world 
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You are invited to gather at The  

Leckie Memorial Church to  

celebrate the service prepared by            

the women of Zimbabwe which              

is celebrated in over 170 countries.  

This World Day of Prayer begins in 

Samoa then travels throughout the 

world --- through Asia, Africa, the 

Middle East, Europe and the Ameri-

cas - before finishing in American 

Samoa more than 36 hours later.  

 

At this Service of prayer, worship           

and fellowship in Peebles, we are                  

encouraged to share the challenges 

they have, reflect on the difficulties 

and unrest that has plagued their 

country over many years and pray 

for the hopes they have for the              

future. Women, men and children of 

all ages are called and  encouraged 

to “Rise, take your mat and walk” 

with them as they continue their         

often turbulent journey towards             

reconciliation. 

 

For further information the                    

WDP website: wwdp.org.uk 

 

World Day of Prayer  - an international inter-church organisation enabling us 

to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes,              

concerns and prayers. 

Friday 6 March 

2-3pm at  

The Leckie Memorial Church  
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With every gift, we 

could help Rose 

stop this climate 

crisis    
 

Our planet is changing, but some 

people are feeling the effects of this 

more than others. Droughts are 

more frequent and more intense 

due to the climate crisis, and one 

place that has experienced this is 

Kenya.  

 

In February 2017, the Kenyan 

Government declared a national 

drought emergency. As many as 2.7 

million people do not have enough 

food, and, without reliable water 

sources, many communities are 

struggling to survive.  

 

In Kenya, the rains haven’t come. 

Again. For villagers who farm the 

land, that means life is getting even 

harder. Rivers are bone dry, and 

crops wither in the fields. The 

drought is starving people of food, 

water and the chance to earn a 

living.  

 

At 67 years of age, Rose walks for 

six hours to fetch water for her 

grandchildren. She also works as a 

casual labourer to fund their 

education. She tries hard to give 

them the kind of life she remembers 

from when she was a girl: when the 

rivers flowed with water and the 

crops bore fruit. 

 

Grandmother Rose shouldn’t have to 

go hungry. A simple earth dam, 

built with the help of Christian Aid’s 

partners and your donations, could 

completely change her life. This 

Christian Aid Week, you can be one 

of the hundreds of thousands of our 

supporters who give, act and pray to 

stop the climate crisis driving 

people like Rose to hunger.  
 

From house-to-house collections to 

coffee mornings, Christian Aid Week 

brings people together as one 

community against global poverty 

and injustice. 

 

This Christian Aid Week, please: 

• Give generously to help Rose 

and her community build a 

water dam, providing fresh 

water to help families survive 

the drought.  

• Act to call for a New Deal for 

Climate Justice to help restore 

creation and build a world 

where everyone can thrive.  

• Pray for a radical change of 

heart for politicians, and that, 

as a global community, we will 

care for people living in 

poverty.   

• Together we stop this 

climate crisis.  

 

10  - 16 May 2020 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/climate-justice-petition
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/climate-justice-petition
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Here in Peebles, a packed 

programme of events is planned,  

all with the objective of enabling 

Christian Aid to help people like 

Rose.  Beginning with a Church 

Service on Sunday, May 10, there 

will be a house-to-house collection, 

coffee mornings on Tuesday, 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday and 

bag packing in Sainsbury’s on 

Friday and in Tesco on Thursday or 

Saturday (tbc).  Plus the ever 

popular plant sale on Saturday.   

We are also having a sponsored 

walk this year for families and 

children on Saturday 9 May at 

10.00 am. Children under the age  

of 10 must be accompanied by an 

adult – more details to follow. 

 

Last year we raised almost £9,000 

and it would be wonderful if we 

could match or even surpass, that 

figure this year.  But we need your 

help!  Here are some advance 

requests for volunteers. 

 

The plant sale on May 16 may seem 

a long time away, but we need to 

start planning for it now. I know it 

has not been the weather for 

gardening but we can still think 

about which plants can be divided 

in the spring, or sowing seeds if we 

have the space indoors. We will be 

relying on home grown cuttings and 

seedlings, so would like as many as 

possible to be donated. Please 

contact John Hutchinson for more 

information on 720885, 07914 

724552 or at 

jhutchinson0444@btinternet.com. 

Last year we covered the whole 

town with the house- to-house 

collection and we would hope to do 

this again this year. Volunteers are 

needed to distribute the envelopes.  

It is not a difficult task. We deliver 

the envelopes but don’t need to 

collect them again as people are 

asked to drop the filled envelopes at 

their nearest collection point. The 

collection raises over half of our 

total during the week, so if you 

could help with this important task, 

please contact Fiona Lumb on 

07872 838764 or at 

fiona.lumb@icloud.com, if you are 

on the north side of the town, or 

Fiona Macfarlane on 724024 or at 

info@alasdairmacfarlane.com, if you 

are on the south side. 

 

Bag packers are required for a 

session in Sainsbury’s on Friday May 

15 or in Tesco on Thursday14 May 

or Saturday 16(tbc). Contact Sue 

Isherwood on 721252 or at 

m.isherwood@btinternet.com. 

 

If you feel you could help in any way 

with these tasks, we would be most 

grateful, not to mention the 

gratitude of the needy people our 

donations go to support. 

 

For more information, contact 

Nancy Hutchinson on 720885, 

07512 859861 or at 

nancy.hutchinson@btinternet.com. 

 

 

mailto:jhutchinson0444@btinternet.com
mailto:fiona.lumb@icloud.com
mailto:info@alasdairmacfarlane.com
mailto:nancy.hutchinson@btinternet.com
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As I was writing this article, it 

strikes me that it has been a little 

wet in our parish the last few weeks. 

Whilst there is still some debate 

over the cause of climate change, it 

is easy to see the impact and only a 

few will deny that humans have 

been a major factor in this over the 

last 70 years.  Some of the statistics 

that are mentioned can make us 

give up – but if we all do our part it 

soon adds up. For example 

“transport and travel accounts for 

28 per cent of the UK’s greenhouse 

gas emissions”. Do you think twice 

about getting the car to the shops if 

you can walk or get the bus instead 

of the car to Edinburgh? There are 

lots of simple things we can do, 

even selecting seasonal food to eat 

instead of them needing to be 

shipped halfway across the world 

(check the label). Why not try and 

find something different you can do 

to help the environment every 

month? 

 

On a side note, in the last Psalm I 

mentioned about recycling. It is 

good to see that the recycling bag 

in the church kitchen is well used. 

However, for items to be recycled 

they need to be clean. In the last 

month a lot of unwashed food 

containers, dirty cans and cups have 

been noticed contaminating the 

entire bag so please can we be 

careful what gets put in the 

recycling, thanks. 

                            John Dimmock 

 

 

Please phone the Church 

Office (723121) on the  

Monday before the meeting 

if you require transport 

Meeting in the Church 

Hall 

2-4pm  

 

March  

 12 

Entertainers 

 26  

Fun Day  
 

April 

09 & 26 

Programme to be  
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Our Ministry Leader for Local                  
Evangelism and World Mission, 
Michelle Sterricks focusses on 
the Open Doors World Watch 
List for 2020 and continues the 
report on her trip to Jerusalem 
last year. 

"IF ONE PART SUFFERS, EVERY PART 

SUFFERS WITH IT." 1 CORINTHIANS 

12:26 

 

WE DREAM OF A WORLD IN WHICH 

EVERY CHRISTIAN WHO IS 

PERSECUTED IS REMEMBERED AND 

SUPPORTED BY OTHER CHRISTIANS. 

 

The Open Doors World Watch list 

for 2020 has now been released 

and yet again North Korea is still 

the number one country where 

Christians are most at risk of            

persecution.  

 

Open Doors estimates that there are 

approximately 300,000 Christians 

in North Korea, from a population 

of 25.7 million. It’s very difficult to 

know exactly how many believers 

live in North Korea because they 

must keep their faith completely 

secret. 

From that 300,000, Open Doors 

estimates that 50,000-70,000 

Christians are currently imprisoned 

in terrible labour camps for their 

faith. It is unlikely that they will ever 

be able to leave. 

PLEASE CAN WE ALL PRAY .. 

 

Pray for faith, resilience and 

courage for Christians in North 

Korea facing unimaginably harsh 

conditions, and pray for the 

continuing growth of the secret 

church. Please pray for Christians in 

all the countries on the World Watch 

List, particularly those in the top 

ten, where following Christ comes 

with enormous cost. 

 

Lord, we can barely imagine what 

it’s like to follow You in a country 

so oppressive as North Korea – but 

thank You that You are sovereign 

and victorious despite this. Please 

continue to grow Your church and 

give solace to Christians who are in 

prison, courage to those who are 

secret believers and protection to 

Open Doors secret workers 

providing Bibles and vital support. 
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Break the power of evil in North 

Korea, we pray. 

 

Last Psalm edition I asked for 

people to come join me and help 

form an Open Doors group to 

support and pray for our 

persecuted Christian family across 

the world. I am appealing for 

more people to join our group 

which will take place once a 

month for a couple of hours. 

Please come and hear some 

incredible stories and find out 

how you can make a difference 

through the power of prayer and 

support through letter writing. All 

materials provided, sessions very 

informal, fun and we can and do 

make a difference.  

 

Please speak to me at church or 

message me on 07739567512 for 

further info..  

Trip to Jerusalem Part 3 

It is now well over seven months 

since I had the privilege  of visiting 

Jerusalem but my memories and 

thoughts are still prominent in my 

heart and mind. The next step in my 

journey is probably the one where I 

had the most personal and 

humbling experience. Many of you 

may remember my father Paul Davis 

who served as an Elder within our 

congregation for a number of years. 

As Teacher of Religious Studies for 

twenty-four years at Peebles High 

School and a man of strong faith, 

one of his dreams was to visit the 

Holy Land when he retired.  Sadly, 

my father was unable to realise this 

dream due to his untimely death 

eighteen years ago. This journey for 

me therefore was not just about 

being an educational trip but also a 

journey for my father and faith. 

 

Having already walked through the 

Jewish quarter my group and I were 

led through thin narrow streets 

leading down somewhere. Everyone 

seemed to be headed in the same 

direction with the same purposeful 

quick walk. We came to the bottom 

of flight of steps, turned a corner 

and there opened up in front of me 

was this huge open space with old 

wall on right hand side and the 

Dome of the Rock shining brightly 

in the summer heat. It was so 

beautiful and I knew that I was right 

in the heart of Old Jerusalem.  Right 

in front of me, was where Jesus had 

been taken to as a child, to be 

presented at the Temple and to 

attend festivals.  Later on, in his life 

Jesus would also preach and heal 

here especially in the Temple 

Courts.  All the Bible images I had in 

my mind all came to life in front of 

me and I had a real sense of “Wow, 

Jesus you are so real and I am 

walking in Your footsteps from over 

2000 years ago.” I thanked the Lord 

and gave praise to Him for allowing 

me to experience this. I was quite 

emotional and said “well Dad, I 
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made it here and it is everything  

you ever imagined and more”. 

 

The Western Wall was just 

incredible.  So many people wanting 

to get near and touch or pray at the 

wall. This wall which still stands 

strong is all that remains of the 

Great Temple which had been 

destroyed on numerous occasions. 

With distinct sections for women 

and men only the importance and 

reverence of the wall to the Jewish 

people was apparent.  Many took 

their prayer books with them and 

chanted prayers, wept, touched wall 

and generally immersed themselves 

in the holiness of the place.  I felt 

the holiness of the wall immediately 

and recognised the importance. The 

Western Wall is considered holy due 

to its connection to Temple Mount. 

Because of the Temple Mount entry 

restrictions, the Wall is the holiest 

place where Jews are permitted to 

pray. It truly is a place of prayer and 

pilgrimage. Covering up my head 

and shoulders I was drawn towards 

the wall to draw closer to God.  I had 

come prepared to visit the wall with 

many notes and prayers on paper to 

squeeze into cracks into the stones. 

I prayed for my family and all 

requests that others had asked me. 

The photos here show some of 

them. Many of my prayers since then 

have been answered and for that I 

am truly grateful. 

 

My reflection in this place was that I 

was truly at the heart of Christianity 

in terms of location and there was 

no doubt that the presence of the 

Holy Spirit was abundant. I began to 

think how one humble man, Jesus, 

could have such an effect on the 

world from His death. I was also 

struck how  the early church grew 

through Jesus’ disciples from the 

place where I was standing.  I 

imagined how difficult it must have 

felt at the time for the disciples to 

spread the good news. In a way over 

two thousand years later it is even 

more difficult to spread the news. I 

felt the urge and instant need to 

share my faith far and wide just as 

others had. My thoughts turned to 

events to Pentecost when in 

Jerusalem many were filled with the 
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Holy Spirit.  In that moment in the 

heart of Jerusalem I too became 

witness to God’s character, power 

and authority. I felt part of a huge 

family or a key piece of a  jigsaw 

puzzle - wanted, loved and needed. 

If I could have bottled the feeling 

up, I would have brought you all 

some back!   

 

What I can bring back to you all 

however is the knowledge that in 

every single moment in our lives we 

can have our own Jerusalem 

experience where we can bring our 

prayers, needs, worries and praises 

to God.  Trust in God to spend 

ample time with Him, pushing back 

the demands of the day.  Give 

yourselves to God in rich 

communion and stay in continual 

communication with Him. Ask God 

to instruct you and teach you in the 

way you should go and also bring 

others to Him. 

 

Next time I will share with you my 

journey on the Via Dolorosa and the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  God 

bless. 
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Mandatory training sessions.               

As part of Church of Scotland                   

Safeguarding Services, all                     

volunteers who hold a current PVG 

certificate, require to undertake a 2 

hour awareness session, run by 

Church of Scotland 121. A register 

of attendance shall be taken and 

retained, to show that all PVG               

volunteers know what to do should 

a situation arise. We have 2 weekday 

evening sessions on offer and you 

only need to attend one of them.   

    

The dates are Monday 9 March 

and Tuesday 24 March,                  

7pm – 9pm (coffee and                     

registration from 6.30pm) in the 

Session Room of the Church.  

Hopefully you should have received 

a booking form. However, if you 

have not, but are in the process of 

registering for your PVG, then you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

should inform me  of your available 

date, or, let Heather in the office 

know. Thanks  

Malcolm Lumsden  

Safeguarding Co-ordinator                               

safeguarding@standrewsleckie.co.uk  

 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING EVENTS    

 

 

T 
hank You 

When I was driving myself to Church, I gave no 

thought to others who were unable to do so. 

 

Now that I am in that position myself, I would like 

to express my gratitude for the wonderful service 

provided by Nancy Forsyth and her team of drivers.   

Thank you                                                                            

 

From Margaret Macfarlane and all who benefit  

from this Service which is much appreciated.     

mailto:safeguarding@standrewsleckie.co.uk
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With developing the Counselling 

project, I have been able to draw 

alongside excellent role models  

running existing Christian              

Counselling Centres in Edinburgh.  

They have openly shared and            

provided all they have learnt from 

their experience, and that in itself  

is wonderful and would only happen 

in a Christian context of                     

cooperation.  Also, one of the               

best parts of the work has been the 

people The Lord has brought                

forward to be Volunteer Reception 

and admin in the Centre, I haven’t 

had to try to recruit, they have quite 

simply appeared.  There have also 

been the practicalities of Grants to 

apply for, costings to work out, 

premises to apply for,                             

administration forms to consider, 

risk assessments and insurances, as 

SOUL RESTORE 
Counselling  
 

Its been 3 years now since a           

Foundation Course for Counselling 

called ‘Strength to strength’ came to 

our Church with 15 people attending 

in Peebles over two weekends.  Its 

been quite a journey with study,         

volunteer placements, much prayer, 

thought, and growth, since then.  

  

The Vision of St Andrews Leckie is to 

be a Place of Restoration.  As part of 

this God has provided and opened 

up a path towards providing a             

Counselling service to reach out           

to the Community here in Peebles.             

I have been working over the last  

few months as part time Project           

Development Lead for Counselling, 

and it has been wonderful to see 

things begin to take shape. 

 

May I share a few things I’ve              

discovered in my short space of time 

working here?!  

• that the Office is a busy hub and we are at capacity for the number 

of people we have working from it, volunteers and staff!  One of 

our challenges as ‘A Growing People’ is where this work can            

happen and the need for more appropriate building space for all 

the purposes;  this became more apparent when Peebles High 

School  came to St Andrews Leckie and staff and pupils were              

sharing, and the photocopier was constantly in use. 

 

•        that Heather does much more  than you would know.  A myriad of      

          jobs and a sea of calm surrounds her. 

 

• that the Wednesday morning prayer 8am – 10am is a blessing and 

like the Heartbeat of the work of the Church.  This will also be true 

of the 7am Thursday prayer for Revival!  Go along for 10 minutes or 

an hour if you haven’t already. 
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the strategic plan to deliver the 

Centre has unfolded.  When the 

challenges have been present it is 

Only with God’s help that they  

have been overcome.  Each small 

step is like a reassurance that it is 

His Will and nobody can limit Our 

God! 

 

By the time you read this the           

Head of Counselling vacancy will 

have been selected and be in place.  

That will be the next stage and             

the plan is still on target that           

Client Counselling will be offered in 

April  - after Easter. The service  

will have rented accommodation   

at the Council buildings in             

Rosetta Road and will have ground 

floor secure access, privacy and           

parking. 

 

The nearest subsidised Counselling 

Service is in Edinburgh – until           

now.  Sessions will be on a                

donation basis; what the client          

can afford.  There may be help 

from a small fund for those who 

would struggle to donate anything 

at all.   

 

As this Outreach Service begins  

you may wish to consider what 

Counselling is.  It may be                 

something that you feel would  

help you, or a member of your  

family or a friend.  It is not only         

for crisis and can be for personal 

growth.  Some clients choose  

Christian Counselling with an            

assurance that the Counsellor           

will understand one of their               

core values in life.  Or if you are  

not of faith, then it is an             

opportunity to know you are valued 

and worthy of help, and know this 

service is an example of Christian 

love, both of the Counsellor, the 

Reception volunteers, and the   

congregation who are financially 

supporting it. 
 

What Is Counselling? 

Counselling is a space for you to 

work through present or past              

difficulties, with someone who is 

trained and objective.  This may 

help you to gain clarity and help 

you to move forward.   

 

The Counsellor is not there to offer 

advice or answers; they can help 

you through careful listening and 

questioning to resolve past hurts, 

current dilemmas, and make your 

own decisions. 

 

Soul Restore Counselling will aim  

to help adults dealing with many                

different issues which include :  

relationship difficulties;  anxiety; 

depression; grief and loss;                

historical trauma or abuse; work 

related problems; stress; life            

changes; low self esteem;                 

questions around Who Am I? 
 

Soul Restore will provide one to 

one sessions with a professionally 

trained Counsellor lasting around 

50 minutes.  After an initial session 

to look at whether counselling is 

right for you, you would be offered 

regular hourly sessions on a set 

day per week.  The counselling  

process may last between 6 – 18 

sessions on average, and the          

number of sessions will be         
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reviewed regularly with your  

Counsellor. The client commitment 

to this process is key and the        

process requires regular                 

attendance.  There is complete 

confidentiality unless there is a 

risk of harm. 

  

We do not yet know the level of 

demand that is in the Community.  

Due to this we will grow                  

organically and start by letting our 

Congregation and members know 

and other local Christian                 

congregations.  After that we           

will speak to the local Doctors,  

and Lucie Allan has been well 

placed with her role there, and as 

a skilled Line  Manager to me over 

the past months.   

 

We do know that the reason we  

are doing this is because: ‘He    

has sent me to heal the                   

broken-hearted.’  God is good           

and wants us to draw alongside 

people in their pain or confusion.   

You may feel a leading to give  

support to this new Ministry.  In 

order for the Counselling to be 

subsidised, it will be relying on 

financial support and you may 

wish to consider giving a new 

amount that you ring-fence with 

the reference ‘Counselling’.  Or a 

one off gift at this time of set up, 

with furniture to purchase and 

equipment.  You can always talk 

money with our Treasurer! (Faith 

before Finance), Yvonne  

yvonne@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

 

Please also Pray for this               

Counselling Service,  Do let me 

know if you are!  I have felt the 

power of that prayer support to 

get us to this point. 

 

                           Janice Pace 

 

You’re invited! 
Saturday 25 April,  
10am-12 Noon 
Leckie Memorial Church Hall 
Home Baking Stall  
Donation Entry £2.00 
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Pastoral Care 
 

Did you attend the gift events held at church 

recently?  I was disappointed that I was unable 

to attend as I had hoped to “advertise”                  

Pastoral care and make known what our              

Pastoral Care team undertake in an effort to 

care for and support our church family. 

 

So I am going to make up for that and pass on 

this information here. 

 

Pastoral Care incorporates :- 

 

• visiting in Care homes 

• short church services in Care Homes 

• visiting in family homes 

• visiting in Borders General Hospital 

• visiting in Hay Lodge Hospital 

• visiting following a bereavement 

• providing tea/coffee before and after church services 

• providing food and beverages on special occasions such as after 

Christmas Eve service of worship and following worship at the 

Sware on Easter morning along with any other “special” occasion 

as they arise. 

• organise church family meals;  

• “Take them a meal” which provides one meal a day to an                      

individual/family to help when there is a change in circumstance 

eg arrival of a new baby, following a bereavement or                            

hospitalisation. 

• supporting each other through difficult times 

• SALT group which reaches out to our community offering                 

friendship and conversation. 

 

You will realise from this list that there is always a space for willing               

volunteers to help - we are always looking for assistance! 

 

So what “gifts” has God given you?  Can you use these gifts to help in 

any of the above areas at St Andrews Leckie?   Please give this prayerful 

consideration. 

 

Don’t be shy, come and have a chat with me.  

Jesus’ command is that we love each other. As a church family we can 

care for each other. 

 

If you don’t know how to get in touch with me, let Heather in the office 

know and she will pass on your message. 

 

                                                                                         God bless 

                                                                                       Pam      



 

31 

 

Pillar & Step events are devised and 

organised by All Souls Church,           

Langham Place, London (home of 

Christianity Explored) to promote  

the case for Jesus Christ. This new 

initiative launches in March 2020 

with a week-long series of interviews 

with Christian men and women who 

have fascinating stories to tell. All 

talks take place at All Souls London, 

but through the wonders of modern  

technology you can enjoy these           

talks live from your own home or 

with a group of friends by                    

streaming the talks at https://

pillarandstep.com/events 

Here’s a flavour of the talks taking 

place over the week; 

 

MONDAY 16TH MARCH 2020, 

7:30PM - WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT 

HURTS? 

Author and entrepreneur Anne  

Welsh reveals what it’s like suffering 

with sickle cell disease and tells of 

her hope in Jesus. 

 

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH 2020, 

7:30PM - FIGHTING KNIFE CRIME 

Former Gang member turned CEO           

of Box Up Crime, Stephen Addison 

confronts knife crime in London           

and tells of his life changing                   

encounter with Jesus. 

 

WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2020, 

7:30PM - LEADERSHIP; MAKING LIFE 

AND DEATH DECISIONS 

Major General Tim Cross, former 

commander in the British Army talks 

about making war, finding peace and 

following Jesus. 

THURSDAY 19TH MARCH 2020, 

7:30PM - PROTECTING NELSON 

MANDELA 

Former protection team leader of 

President Nelson Mandela's                    

Presidential Protection Unit, Rory 

Steyn tells of his work, his principal 

and his transforming faith in Jesus. 

 

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 2020, 7:30PM 

- THE GOD DELUSION: HAS SCIENCE 

BURIED GOD? 

John Lennox, Professor of                         

Mathematics at Oxford University, 

faces the big questions about God, 

science and faith in Jesus. 

 

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH 2020, 

2:30PM - BAKING FOR JUSTICE 

The Great British Bake Off’s youngest 

ever contestant Martha Collison talks 

baking, her work against human        

trafficking and her faith in Jesus. 

 

Robert Wilson 

Interviews with people who share how their  

Christian faith impacts their life. 

 

       If we want to be a healing community …  

       we need to be confronted with our emptiness 

https://pillarandstep.com/events
https://pillarandstep.com/events
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Each session will last about 90 

minutes and will be an interactive 

discussion, reading through and 

getting familiar with the material. 

There is no need to sign up for the 

events just come along to some or 

to all. 

 

For more information speak to    

Robert Wilson or go to https://

www.theword121.com/about  

The Word One to One – how we 

can share our faith with others 

Monday 23 March  

 What is the Word One to One? 

 

Monday 27 April 

 How to get started? 

 

Monday 18 May  

 How to keep going? 

Do friends and family ask ques-

tions about your faith? Do they ask 

you about God and the Bible? Do 

you find it difficult to answer them 

and share the good news of Jesus? 

We are starting a new Bible sharing  

series called ‘The Word One to One’ 

showing how easy it is to share the 

Bible with anyone. 

 

The Word One to One was                  

developed in London by people           

who were being asked, by their 

friends, questions about God and 

the Bible. This has now been                

developed into a resource that 

helps to explain John’s gospel to 

others. We are fortunate to have 

Mark Campbell, Training Director 

for Scotland, come along and run 

three sessions with us so that we 

can get familiar with the material. 

Mark serves as an elder at The Tron 

Church in Glasgow and leads The 

Word One to One training work in 

Scotland. Mark trained at Cornhill 

Scotland and has worked as a 

school teacher for the last 16 

years. 

 

He will be coming to meet with us 

on the following evenings in the 

church at 7pm; 

https://www.theword121.com/about
https://www.theword121.com/about
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Men’s Supper Evening 

with Care for the Family 
 

Our next men’s meal is on 

Wednesday 18 March at the Green 

Tree Hotel, Peebles.  Gill Lyth, the 

National Representative for Care for 

the Family in Scotland will be 

coming to speak on what it is like   

to be a young person nowadays,  

and what can we do as Dad’s and 

Grandad’s to support, encourage 

and equip our children and 

grandchildren on their journey to 

become an adult. 

 

Some people say it has never been 

harder to be a young person than 

now and if this is the case, perhaps 

equally it has never been harder to 

be a parent and grandparent. Care 

for the Family is a national charity 

which aims to promote strong  

family life and to help those who 

face family difficulties. Join us as   

we hear from Care for the Family’s 

Scottish National Representative Gill 

Lyth. You are in the unique position 

as a Dad or Grandad to pass on to 

your children and grandchildren 

what they need to grow physically, 

emotionally, mentally and spiritually. 

Come and be encouraged, 

challenged and inspired. 

 

Gill works across Scotland equipping 

churches, and supporting those who 

are on the frontline engaging with 

families. Gill lives with her husband 

and 2 children in Scotland’s historic 

capital Dunfermline, and has fond 

memories of running her own 

chocolate making business, which 

made her very popular with her kids’ 

friends! 

 

Care for the Family’s aim is to 

promote strong family relationships 

and to help those who face family 

difficulties. Working throughout the 

UK and the Isle of Man, they provide 

parenting, relationship and 

bereavement support through 

events, resources, courses, and 

training. Their work is motivated by 

Christian compassion, and their 

resources and support are available 

to everyone, of any faith or none. 

Please contact Robert Wilson 

(wilsor84@gmail.com) for more 

information. 

 

 

       If we want to be a healing community …  

       we need to take hold of the bread of life and give thanks 

mailto:wilsor84@gmail.com
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Group  
24

 

January 

Christians against Poverty 

Our guest, Emma Jackson, is well 

known to us at St Andrews Leckie, 

being a church member. She is    

also the Scottish Director of            

Christians against Poverty (CAP)  

and has spoken of her work              

during a morning service. 

 

We may have heard current               

statistics on poverty, seen graphs, 

charts, spreadsheets and                

percentages but at our afternoon 

meeting Emma spoke of the                 

realities of the individual suffering 

behind the figures. We heard              

first-hand of the positive impact          

on human lives when CAP became 

involved in their situations. Often 

the factors which drag people into  

a spiral of debt and despair are         

outwith their control e.g.                    

redundancy, mental health break 

down of relationships – and not just 

as a result of bad choices. Emma 

told us that often people are             

overwhelmed and crippled with 

shame and as many as 60% struggle 

for three or more years before    

seeking help.  

 

CAP receives no Government            

funding and operates through                

donations and fundraising. It is 

unique in that this service has at            

its heart the love of Christ and His 

desire and, indeed, His                            

commandment to Christians to 

serve and assist the poorest in our 

communities. (1
st

 John 3:17ff).   

 

CAP operates across the UK but at 

the centre of each area is a Church 

willing to be a partner to this                 

service. A trained volunteer will 

make an initial visit to hear about 

the situation and collect any                   

documentation. Thereafter, a 

trained Financial Advisor will draw 

up a plan and help deal with                   

creditors, etc.  A Support Worker  

will return and help the families  

engage with the plans and continue 

to support them on their journey in 

a loving non-judgemental way        

showing the compassion of Jesus. 

As yet there is currently no CAP             

service in the Borders. 

 

CAP also helps clients access other 

agencies that help e.g. food banks 

and indeed has a holistic approach 

by offering life-skills, job seekers 

clubs, and even holiday breaks. The 

local church plays a central part in 

all of this.  (Mat 25:40).  

 

Where appropriate, the CAP           

volunteer will pray and share            

their faith as they help individuals 

move towards being debt free. It       

is not surprising, therefore, that 
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many people through their             

contact with CAP and the local 

church found faith in Christ and 

experienced His transforming          

power in their lives.  
 

Women’s Group 4 February 

‘Going, Going, Gone!’ 

Our local auctioneer, Garry Rennie 

delighted us with insights into the 

world of bidding for all kinds of 

memorabilia. There had been no 

auction house in Peebles for some 

twenty years and Garry, who            

although running a Landscape         

Gardening business, felt there           

was a gap in the market for             

such a venture. Our Members          

remembered as he recalled            

previous auction houses in            

Peebles one such on the current 

site of Castle Warehouse.  

 

This was an interest Garry had         

pursued over the years and he          

began a search for premises          

which took four years. Many            

of our members attended              

Halyrude School which Garry                

acquired and from which he           

began his business in 2014.            

The structure of the building          

has changed little with the               

ormer classrooms packed with 

items and the auction itself                

taking  place in the former dining 

room. He often gets visitors for a 

trip purely down memory lane. One 

such person recently arrived with 

his grandsons all the way from 

Canada! 

 

Our culture and lifestyles have 

changed so much that 68% of sales 

now happen via the internet from 

far flung places such as China, 

France and Spain to name but a 

few. General sales are held every 

two weeks and at other times                 

specialists’ items such as art                 

collections.  

 

Articles come from numerous 

sources, dealers, individuals, and 

house clearances. We were                   

interested in Garry’s tales of how 

sometimes his visits to clients end 

up finding long lost masters or a 

treasure trove of the unexpected in 

an neglected garage or attic!   

Garry told us, that apart from the 

excitement of the business, what 

he most enjoyed was the many   

opportunities to engage with               

people and he wants his Auction 

House to be a place where all feel 

welcome to rummage, watch or just 

socialise.  

 

Garry warmly invited us to visit and 

also gave us the exciting news that 

the BBC Antique Roadshow will be 

visiting, for the second time, in May 

this year.  

 

His friendly personality and 

knowledge of the art world and  

experience of the auction house 

gave us much pleasure on a dreich 

afternoon.  

                  Morag Milloy      

NEXT MEETINGS  - MARCH  

03 

Healing in their wings 

Andy Martin 

Missionary Aviation Fellowship 

17 

Afternoon Tea and Chat 
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A Meeting Centre is a local              

resource, operating out of                

ordinary community buildings, 

that offers ongoing warm and 

friendly expert support to people 

and families affected by                  

dementia. At the heart of the 

Meeting Centre is a social club 

where people meet to have fun, 

talk to others and get help that 

focusses on individual needs.  

Meeting Centres are based on 

sound research evidence on what 

helps people to cope well in              

adjusting to change.” Professor 

Dawn Brooker, Director of the           

Association for Dementia Studies, 

University of Worcester. 

 

Originating in the Netherlands over 

20 years ago, Meeting Centres have 

since been established very 

successfully in parts of the UK (as 

well as Italy and Poland). The first 

Meeting Centre in Scotland opened 

last year, in Kirriemuir, and it's likely 

that the next will be in East Lothian.  

Dr Shirley Evans of the Association 

for Dementia Studies, University of 

Worcester, will give a  

talk here in Peebles, in the 

Community Centre (aka the Drill 

Hall) at 7:30pm on 25 March, about 

how a Meeting Centre might benefit 

people with dementia and their 

families here in Tweeddale.  

 

Rebecca Rogers, Dementia Advisor, 

Alzheimer Scotland Borders branch, 

confirms that Dr Evans' visit is 

timely; a lack of local provision in 

Tweeddale was the concern most 

frequently expressed in responses 

to a recent consultation undertaken 

by her organisation.  

 

The evening is organised by Peebles 

Baptist Church, which hopes to host 

a Meeting Centre once the new 

building beside Victoria Park is 

open. But community involvement is 

part of the DNA of Meeting Centres, 

so everyone is very welcome.  

 

For more information, please phone 

07958084056 or email 

christine.drummond@peeblesbaptist

church.org 

 

A Meeting Centre for People                 

Affected by Dementia in Tweeddale?           

 Members of Leominster Meeting Centre 

mailto:christine.drummond@peeblesbaptistchurch.org
mailto:christine.drummond@peeblesbaptistchurch.org
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When I think of Easter, I think of sacrifice, 

And how the Lord Jesus paid the price. 

Amazing love, how can it be, 

That He should die for you and me. 

Lent is a time for contemplation,  

A time for self-examination. 

Loud hosannas, calling Jesus’ name 

As into Jerusalem He came. 

The beginning of the end of His life, 

A crown of thorns, cruelty and strife. 

Nailed to the cross, he suffered and died, 

His mother heartbroken, knelt down and 

cried. 

A Saviour was expected, but lying in a tomb, 

Jesus was dead and all around was gloom, 

But came the third day, the stone  

was rolled away. 

Angels sat there where Jesus had lay. 

‘Why do you look for the living  

among the dead’  

To Peter is what the angels said. 

We have gathered here in the Lord’s house  

to sing, rejoice and say, 

Thank you Jesus,  

Hallelujah for this glorious Easter Day. 

Wilma Barrett 
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 The weather was very kind to us for our                                           

walk on 10 January 10  We left the cars                                        

behind the Scots Pine tearoom and walked                                    

through Portmore estate, negotiating a fallen tree,                                                      

up to the loch from where we had lovely views                                    

over to the Pentlands.  There was a covering of                                

snow which enhanced the views  and covered                                       

the "glaur".  We circled the loch and returned via                                   

Boreland by which time it was clouding over and                                  

somewhat chillier. 

Next Walks 

March 6 -      Collie Law 

April 3    -                The Three Brethren 

 

Information and enquiries to midmarjean@gmail.com or  

moira.cunningham@btinternet.com 

 

 

       “Of  all the feelings experienced by our Lord, when upon earth,  

       there is none so often mentioned as ‘compassion’ …. this was the        

                   distinguishing feature of His character” 

                                                                             (Ryle) 

mailto:midmarjean@gmail.com
mailto:moira.cunningham@btinternet.com


 

39 

Your guide to what’s happening at the 

church over the next two months. 

Opportunities for fellowship and prayer 

House Groups 

Small groups that meet every 

fortnight in someone’s home, for 

fellowship, prayer and Bible study on 

the themes that have been explored 

through Sunday morning worship.  

Please contact the church office for 

further details. 

 

Prayer Time  

Wednesdays 8-10am in the Church    

The church is open for silent prayer 

and then at 9.40am there is a time of 

joint open prayer.  

 

Prayer for Revival 

Thursday mornings  

7-8am in the vestry 

 

Parents and Toddlers Groups 

Wednesday Music Group  

10-11am in the Church Hall 

Thursday Group  

10-11am in the Church Hall  

 

Fridays Tiny Toes (for under 1s) 

Meet throughout the year 

 in the Church Hall 

10-11.30am. 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 Contact the Church Office  

 

S.A.L.T. Friendship Group 

Meet in the Church Hall  2-4pm 

Thursdays 12 & 26 March 

Thursdays 9 & 23 April 

 

 Women’s Group  

2-3.30pm 

Tuesdays 3 & 17 March 

In the Church Hall 

 

Lunch n Chat 

Mondays finishing on 30 March   

  

 

 

Activities for families and  

young people. There is a full 

programme for children  

and teenagers. 

Further information from the church office  

(01721 723121)/office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 
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Door and collection duties 

 (Subject to change) 

March                                                                                                                                                                  Welcomer 

Anne Carruthers                                            Fiona Lumb 

Malcolm Lumsden 

Grahame Henderson 

                                      Sunday Duty Officer   

Kevin Hughes   

 

April                                       ``Welcomer   

 Kathleen Thomson                                      Heather Collin 

Rosemary Napier 

Margaret Stalker               

                                 Sunday Duty Officer:  

Vince Massie 

Drivers’ rota 

 (Subject to change) 

March  
 

     

01       David Brackenridge     David Brown         Greta Cameron 

08        Elizabeth Bintliff         Iain Coates           John Napier      

15       Colin Mackay                David McKean      Nancy Forsyth 

22  Douglas Coltman        Alan Herd              Mairi Tulloch 

29      Margaret Stalker          Walter Forsyth      Nancy Forsyth  

         

April   
 

05      David Brackenridge         David Brown        Greta Cameron 

12      Elizabeth Bintliff              Iain Coates           John Napier 

19      Colin Mackay                    David McKean     Nancy Forsyth  

26      Douglas Coltman             Alan Herd            Mairi Tulloch 
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Flowers 

01 Elizabeth Herd Donor /Arranger 

 Grace Buchan Distributor 

   

08 Yvonne Elliot Donor 

 Elizabeth Mackay Arranger 

 Harriet Cullen  Distributor 

   

15 Vince Massie Donor 

 Nancy Forsyth Arranger 

 Kathleen Thomson Distributor 

   

22 Elizabeth Henderson Donor/Arranger 

 Wilma Barrett Distributor 

   

29 Flower Fund Donor 

 Ann Dodds Arranger 

 Kathleen Alexander Distributor 

 

Thank you to everyone who has donated   

flowers throughout the year.  The new Flower 

Calendar is now in place in the East Vestibule 

~ anyone wishing to give flowers please add 

your name or contact Nancy  

Forsyth on 720591  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/img/products/1364068463_MONTH-JulyPink1.5diametercircle_july.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/p301_month--july-pink-1.5-diameter-circle.html&h=721&w=750&tbnid=AVdjOI0A9SkbRM:&zoom
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Flowers 

 

 

05 Atie & David Rowe  Donors  

 Morag Milloy Arranger 

 Elizabeth Herd Distributor 

   

12 EASTER FLOWERS 

   

19 Greta Cameron  Donor 

 Elaine Thomson Arranger 

 Sheila Coulstock Distributor 

   

26 Flower Fund Donor 

 Nancy Gray  Arranger 

 Rena Patterson Distributor 
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The deadline for items intended for  

Psalm 424 is Sunday  26 April      

(May/June issue)  

All items for inclusion should be submitted to the  

church office by that date. 
 

 

Isaiah 61 (v1) 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

Because the Lord has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor 

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted 

to proclaim freedom for the captives 

and release from darkness for the prisoners   

 (New International Version) 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE  

email: office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Tel: 01721 723121 

All correspondence relating to church matters should be sent to 

the Church, Eastgate, Peebles EH45 8AD  

Did you know, you can help the environment and view 

PSALM online? Simply go to: 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/psalm 

(Please let the Church Office know) 
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The Minister  

Rev Malcolm Jefferson   

 minister@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

725148 

 

Session Clerk  

Alasdair Sutherland   

 alasdairsutherland@hotmail.com   

07919327206 

 

 

   Treasurer    

    Yvonne Elliot   

 treasurer@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

 721984 

 

Offerings and Gift Aid Co-ordinator 

 Bob Marshall  -   

bob@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

 722806 

 

  Church Administrator   

Heather Collin   

 office@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

723121 (Office)  

 

 Data Administrator   

John Dimmock   

 johnd@standrewsleckie.co.uk   

 723121 (Office)  

 

   Prayer Promoter    

Carrie Duthie - carrie@standrewsleckie.co.uk    

724847 

 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator  

Malcolm Lumsden  -   safeguarding@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

 723185 

     

                                             Church Officer    

Vince Massie  

  721660 

 

    

   Your elder is: 


