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WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US IN SUNDAY WORSHIP AND TO 

TAKE PART IN OUR ACTIVITIES 

11am  

Morning worship, crèche, Sunday Club , 7Up Group 

6.30pm 

Evening Services  

 

 

 

Services and Readings 

March   

03 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Lord and and Friend 

Matthew 11: 16-19;   

John 15:  9-17 
 

10 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Shepherd and Lamb 

John 1: 29;  10:1-21 
 

17 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Lion and Lamb 

Matthew 11: `1-6; 

Revelation 5: 5-6 
 

24 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Chosen and Rejected 

Martthew 12: 15-37 
 

31 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Priest and Sacrifice 

Hebrews 4: 14-16; 7: 23-28 
 

April  

07 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Judge and Saviour 

Acts 10: 42-44; Hebrews 9: 23-28 
 

14 

Palm Sunday 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Jesus, Servant and King 

Luke 18: 31-34; 19: 28-44 

April (cont’d) 

19 

Good Friday 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing  God 

Man of sorrows  

and everlasting joy 

Isaiah 53: 1-12; Mark 15: 33-41 

Hebrews 12: 2 
 

21 

Easter Sunday Family Service 

Beholding Jesus, Knowing God 

Crucified and Risen  

Mark 15: 1-8 
 

28 

To be confirmed 

Evening Services 

 

Prayer and Praise The first      

Sunday of every month at 

6.30pm. (The other three             

Sundays will all follow the same 

format: 

Drawing Near: where we have    

an extended time of praise and 

sung worship. 

Encountering God: where we 

hear from the Word of God. 

Responding to God: where we 

close in praise. 

At the end of every service, we 

will have ongoing praise, tea 

and coffee and the opportunity 

to receive confidential prayer                   

ministry.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE  

I want to be like the woman who 

lived a sinful life. 

She’s sometimes referred to as “a certain 

immoral woman from that city” or “the 

town harlot”. We’re not told her name, but 

she’s remembered by Jesus and he likes 

her a lot. 

 

When she learned that Jesus was eating at 

the house of Simon the Pharisee, she came and wept at his feet and 

washed them with her tears. She went on to let her hair down to dry 

his feet, before kissing them and anointing them with very expensive 

perfume. 

 

Simon doesn’t like it and he’s not slow to let Jesus know his opinion. 

“If this man was the prophet I thought he was, he would have known 

what kind of woman this is who is falling all over him” 
 

Jesus gently draws his attention to how Simon provided no water for 

washing, yet the precious woman rained tears upon his feet. Simon 

gave Jesus no greeting, but from the time of her arrival, the woman 

had not ceased to kiss his feet. Simon provided no refreshing oil for 

his head, yet the woman soothed his feet with perfume. 

I want to be like the woman who lived a sinful life. 

 

I want to be more concerned with how to welcome and serve those 

around me, than my own insecurities or niggles that I’m not being 

treated the way that I should be treated. I want to have eyes fixed in 

devoted love upon Jesus Christ and to serve the precious people that 

he came to show his love to. I want to grow in acts of love and 

compassion that overcome my critical thoughts of others and my 

propensity to complain about my lot. 

 

If at this point, you’re thinking (“aah, this is just what ‘so and so’ 

needs to hear” (as I can be prone to do), then perhaps you’ve missed 

the point and need to go back to the beginning and ask, what is this 

saying to me?) 

 

Jesus lets us into the secret of how such a transformation takes place 

in us. The woman has recognised the poverty of her own life and 

discovered in Jesus Christ, the inexhaustible mercy, forgiveness and 

love of God. 
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No amount of Pharisee like religious discipline has power to call forth 

such love for God and people within us. 

  

But as we behold Jesus, as we make him the object of our attention 

and our trust, we have the wonderful promise that we will be 

changed to become like him. 

                                              God Bless,  

                                           Malcolm  

 

Sunday by Sunday on the run up to Easter, we’re seeking to behold 

Jesus, that we might know God and be changed to become more like 

him. 
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NEWS OF THE PARISH 
 

Funerals 

January  

 17    Miss Elizabeth O MUIR, 4/6 Dovecot Court, Peebles  

 

New Members 

By Resolution of the Kirk Session 

Ian & Christine HAMILTON, 121 Whitehaugh Park, Peebles  

Paul & Maggie HENDERSON, 3 Renwick Lane, Cardrona, Peebles 

 

By Transfer Certificate 

Adam & Jean ANDERSON, Bamflatt Farm, Kilbucho, Biggar 

Toni McCARTNEY, 15 Young Street, Peebles 

Betty WOOD,  5 Riveride House, Old Town, Peebles 

 

Change of Address 

Mrs Elizabeth Kinsman from Oakworth, Springhill Road, Peebles to   

1 Dovecot Court, Peebles 
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St Andrews Leckie Parish: Peebles 

Easter 2019 

 

During Holy Week, the Leckie Memorial Church will be open on  

Wednesday 17 April – 8-10am (as normal),  

 7 – 8am on Thursday 18 April (in the Vestry) and 10am-12 noon 

Friday 19 April (Good Friday – in the Church) 

19 April   - 7pm  

Service in the Leckie Memorial Church  

Easter Sunday 

21 April  - 8am 

Leaving from the Leckie Memorial Church, join us for an early     

morning walk up to the Sware car park where we will hold a             

short service of worship overlooking Peebles before returning for  

breakfast in the Church Hall. 

11am 

Easter morning Family Service 

 

No Evening Service 

(See details for Resurrection 2019 on page 8) 
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 Saturday March 9 

Saturday April 13 

 

Healing Prayer is available on the 

second Saturday of every month 

(apart from July and August)  

between 10.30am and 12.30pm 

in the Church hall.  We have a 

trained team who are familiar with 

praying for all kinds of needs and 

not just physical healing.  Nothing 

is too big or too small for us to 

pray for, as our Heavenly Father is 

interested in all our needs. 

Over the years that Healing Prayer 

has been open, we have seen 

many answers to prayer and 

heard stories of how God has 

touched people, their families, 

work situations, etc.  Answers to 

our prayers is healing in itself and 

can bring peace and joy to our 

hearts.  Many have expressed how 

much more peaceful and restful 

they feel after receiving prayer, 

and go home feeling 

blessed. Sometimes, changes          

take place over time, so we 

encourage people to return for 

more prayer as often as they 

wish. 

We are aware that not everyone 

can make it to Healing Prayer on a 

Saturday morning.  Therefore,  

the prayer team will be available 

to pray on the first Sunday in the 

month after the Morning 

Service.  We have an amazing 

team who would be delighted to 

pray and we will allocate two 

people to pray for you.  The 

prayer team will be wearing a blue 

badge and will wait near the 

Prayer tree.  If you would prefer 

somewhere private to pray then 

we can use the vestry.  Please 

don’t hesitate to come and ask us 

for prayer as it is such a blessing 

and a privilege to serve you in 

this way. 

Jacqueline and Una 
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 2019 

Easter Sunday 21st April 

7.30pm 

          Usher Hall Edinburgh 

The Edinburgh City Mission will share some of the 

exciting work they are doing in the city 

As an alternative to an Easter Sunday Evening Service,  we are 

looking into the possibility of going to this event as a group.  

Tickets are free but we need to book them in advance.  There 

will be an offering on the night towards expenses.  As the     

tickets are free, we must have a confirmed name for each one 

before booking as misuse of tickets can result in people not 

being able to attend the event. If you would like to go to this 

event, please give your name to Heather in the Church Office 

by SUNDAY 24 MARCH and she will book the tickets. 

 

“The great gift of Easter is hope - 

Christian hope which makes us have 

that confidence in God, in his         

ultimate triumph, and in his                 

goodness and love,                              

which nothing can shake." 

Basil C Hume, (1923-1999)                                                       

Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basil_Hume
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It’s been many years since the church had a weekend 

away and with the introduction of more family meals, tea 

and coffee before and after our church services, it was 

thought that 2019 should be the year that we build on 

these relationships and have a weekend away of fun, 

faith and friendship. 

We have chosen Carronvale House near Larbert for the 

weekend Friday 25 October to Sunday 27 October 

2019. It has a good mix of accommodation (twin rooms, 

double rooms quad rooms etc) and we have exclusive 

use of the house. There is accommodation for a 

maximum of 60 people, which we think is a good 

number and all meals, (breakfast, lunch and dinner) are 

included in the price. 

Carronvale is also very accessible and is around an 

hour’s journey from Peebles and we are hoping that most 

people will be able to arrive to start the weekend on 

Friday evening.  At the time of writing, the organising 

team are in the process of coming up with a theme for 

the weekend and thinking about a speaker who could 

come and run some teaching sessions on Saturday. 

There will also be opportunities to have some free time 

and to gather  together in the evening for more informal 

activities. We will finish the weekend with a short service 

which Malcolm will lead on Sunday morning, before we 

all  return to Peebles after lunch. 

Within Carronvale House there is a lecture room, 

conference room and lounge with other smaller resource 

rooms available, so there is plenty room for people to 

meet in small groups or as one large church family. On 

site there is an 18-hole putting green, an All-weather 

sports surface ideal for five-aside or other activities as 

well as an indoor sports hall. Within the grounds there is 

a small nature trail offering the opportunity to learn 

about the flora and fauna in the area.  

Places are on a first come, first served basis. Prices 

include all meals from Saturday breakfast until Sunday 

lunchtime. We expect the cost to be as follows; Adults 

£90 Children £50 

More details about the programme for the weekend will 

be shared over the coming months, but in the meantime 

if you would like to book your place please pass your 

details to Heather in the office or e-mail 

office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

C 

H 

U 

R 

C 

H 

W 

E 

E 

K 

E 

N 

D 
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Pastoral Care 

2019 is now with us - a new year! 

I am full of expectation of God 

working amongst us, and with 

your help, meeting the needs of 

our church family. 

 

Thank you to all who help with 

Pastoral Care in all its many forms 

- from visiting the homes of 

individuals, visiting in care homes 

and helping with the hymn 

singing there, serving tea and 

coffees before and after the 

Sunday services, arranging and 

delivering church flowers, driving 

our less mobile members to 

church, preparing and delivering 

meals to members during a 

period of “change”.  These are  

just a few of the many ways that 

the Pastoral Care team aim to 

help.  

 

In order to be available for our 

church family we need good               

communication.  Hospitals used 

to automatically notify ministers 

when one of their congregation 

was admitted to hospital. This is 

no longer the case, which makes 

it difficult for the Pastoral Care 

Team. Can I therefore ask you to 

please let Heather in the office 

know when you are aware of one 

of our church family being 

admitted to hospital, or indeed ill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at home, or would benefit from 

support in other ways. 

 

Caring for our church family is 

however, not just down to the 

Pastoral Care Team.  As members 

of the church family we all have a                        

responsibility to love and care for 

each other, and extend that love 

to our wider community and 

further afield. 

  

As a Congregation, we supported 

the Peebleshire Food Bank during 

the period of Advent. Several 

large boxes of items were 

collected and the Food Bank 

thanks you for these donations. 

You may have heard Malcolm read 

out the thank you letter from 

them during a Church Service 

before Christmas. The Foodbank 

supports individuals and families 

who find themselves in a financial 

crisis, and unable to buy food.  

They provide food on a short term 

basis to families who are   

We need help with transport       

on Sunday mornings. 
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referred to them by health 

professionals. (One of the 

Women’s Group meetings at the 

end of last year heard all about 

the Food Bank and you may have 

read more about it under the 

Women’s Group reports in the 

previous PSALM - (Number 416.)  
 

During last year you would have 

received a letter from St Andrews 

Leckie which notified you of the 

information which is kept about 

you - address, etc,  This was 

required as part of the General 

Data Protection Regulation.  That 

letter stated that St Andrews 

Leckie would be in touch with you 

soon to discuss how best we 

connect with each other. This 

process has taken a little longer 

than anticipated. You will however 

be contacted either by a phone 

call or a visit over the next few 

months. 

 

As you are aware, we are always 

grateful for any help with looking 

after our church family. At 

present , we are very much in 

need of help with transport on 

Sunday mornings. This is not an 

onerous task and you will not be 

required every Sunday. It is 

however very much appreciated 

by those who use this service, and 

is indeed sometimes the only way 

a member would be able to come 

to church to worship.  

Can you help? 

                                    Pam Yuill 

Team Leader for Pastoral Care 

 

Coffee Morning Saturday 16 March 

 

We are holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday 

16
th

 March, 10am – 12 noon in the Church Hall 

in aid of our church weekend. 

The purpose of the coffee morning                     

is to provide a fund for those in our                   

congregation who may require support to              

enable them to attend the weekend and to cover 

additional costs such as the speakers’                    

expenses.  

We hope you will come along and support                      

                                     the event. 
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  SALT (St Andrews Leckie                

Thursday Friendship group) is an 

informal social meeting which 

takes place on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursday of the month. If 

transport is required to take you 

to and from the meeting we will 

aim to provide this if you contact 

the Church Office on the Monday 

of the week of the planned 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

January 10th    

Many people think about exercise 

after Christmas, and exercise was 

on the agenda for those who 

came to SALT on 10th January.  

Not physical exercise however! 

After the  break over Christmas 

we started the new year by 

exercising our brains! 

First of all Beryl encouraged 

memory skills. We divided into 

two teams and had a few minutes 

to look at items on a tray before 

the tray was covered over. We 

then had to remember the 21 

items on the tray - very good 

memory training and both teams 

remembered them all. That must 

have been challenging to 

everyone as a cup of tea was 

requested after this! Tea is always 

accompanied by chat!  

Then all had to think of an 

adjective starting with an agreed 

letter of the alphabet to describe 

“The Minister’s Cat”! Not always 

easy when you are 16th to take a 

turn! It was amazing to hear the 

words come with very little 

hesitancy. 

The afternoon was rounded off by 

everyone in two teams taking a 

turn to roll the large dice on the 

floor with the aim of being the 

first team to complete a “Beetle” 

with team A beating team B by 

one beetle leg: a great afternoon 

had by all. 

Our thanks go to Beryl for 

organising this games afternoon. 

 

Thursday 24th January  

Thank you to Wilma Barrett for 

coming to the group  to tell us 

about Mary’s meals.  

Mary’s meals is a no frills charity 

with a simple idea which seems to 

work. Mary’s Meals provides            

life-changing meals to some of 

the world’s poorest children every 

school day. By providing one good 

meal in a place of learning, 

children are drawn into the 

classroom where they can receive 

an education that could one day 

free them from poverty. 

Mary’s Meals is named after Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, who brought 

up her own child in poverty. The 

charity respects and reaches out 

to people of all faiths and of 

none. Their vision is that every 

child receives one daily meal in 

their place of education. Working 
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together, they believe that can be 

achieved in this world of plenty. 

 

Following Wilma’s talk, keeping 

on the theme of food but mindful 

of the time of year, Sheila treated 

us to “haggis, neeps and tatties” 

with, of course, the Selkirk grace 

prior to eating. This was a very 

tasty treat. Again, in keeping with 

the “season” this was followed by 

a Burns quiz, songs and poems 

with a special recital of “To a 

Mouse” from one of the members. 

It was a happy and relaxed 

afternoon. 

 

Thursday 14th February    

This being Valentines day, we had 

a special afternoon reminiscing 

on all things associated with the 

day. This ranged from Iain telling 

us about the possible origins of 

the day, reminiscing about our 

own Valentines Day cards and 

gifts, to decorating a cup cake 

especially for the day and, of 

course, no Valentine’s Day would 

be complete without a poem  - 

thank you Wilma. Christine  gave 

us some ideas of how the cakes 

could be decorated: some on a 

Valentine’s Day theme, but for  

the less romantic ,there were 

other ideas such as a top hat or a 

cat.  

 

One member told us about his 

wedding day which was on  

Valentines Day some years ago. 

Some took their cup cakes home 

whilst others found them to o 

irresistible and ate them with 

their cup of tea!   

 

This is a flavour of what takes 

place in the group. Please feel 

free to come along and sample an 

afternoon. If you don’t think this 

group is for you, you may like to 

come to the afternoon Church 

Service organised by the group. 

This will be on Thursday 25 April 

2019 at 2pm.  Following this, tea 

and cakes will be served in the 

church sanctuary.  We will be 

delighted to see you there. 

 

                                                                                  Pam Yuill  

C.S. Lewis 
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T 
he focus of this year’s  

Christian Aid Week appeal  

is the provision of nursing 

care and health clinics in Sierra 

Leone for pregnant women and 

their babies.  Every day, 10          

women die from giving birth in 

Sierra Leone.  But Christian Aid 

believes every life is worth 

fighting for.  This Christian Aid 

Week, you could help give more 

mums and babies in Sierra Leone 

and around the world the             

greatest gift – the gift of life. 

Here in Peebles, a packed 

programme of events is planned,           

all with the objective of enabling 

Christian Aid to give life.               

Beginning with a Church Service 

led by Rev. Calum Macdougall on 

Sunday, May 12 in the Leckie 

Memorial Church, there will be a 

house-to-house collection,         

coffee mornings and a second 

hand book stall on Tuesday, 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 

an unmissable quiz on                 

Wednesday, and bag packing in 

Sainsbury’s on Thursday and 

Tesco on Friday.  Plus the ever 

popular plant stall on Saturday.  

We are hoping that the addition  

of a coffee morning and the book 

stall on Saturday will make for a 

busy morning!  Other events are 

in the pipeline.  We are not having 

a Market Stall this year as the 

footfall at the Thursday market   

is now so small, but we would ask 

bakers or preserve makers to        

donate to any of the coffee            

mornings instead.  

Last year we raised almost 

£10,000 and it would be                 

wonderful if we could match or 

even surpass, that figure this 

year.  But we need your help!  

Here are four advance requests 

for volunteers. 

We urgently need a new              

Treasurer and a Bag-packing 

Coordinator.  The folk who have 

done these jobs for a                        

considerable number of years will 

be available to help newcomers to 

the posts with advice and                    

documentation.  Anyone who is 

interested or would like more              

information should contact Nancy 

Hutchinson on 720885, 

07512 859861 or at                                    

nancy.hutchinson@btinternet.com. 

Give life this 

Christian Aid 

Week 12 – 18 May 

We urgently need a new Treasurer 

and a Bag-Packing Co-ordinator 

mailto:nancy.hutchinson@btinternet.com
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The plant stall on May 18 may 

seem a long time away, but we 

should be planning for it now.  It 

has not been the weather for 

gardening but we can still think 

about which plants can be divided 

in the spring, or sowing seeds if 

we have the space               

indoors. We will be relying on 

home grown cuttings and                   

seedlings, so would like as many 

as possible to be donated. Please 

contact John Hutchinson for more 

information on 720885, 07914 

724552 or at 

jhutchinson0444@btinternet.com. 

Last year we covered the whole 

town with the house- to-house 

collection and we would hope to 

do it again this year. Volunteers 

are needed to distribute the           

envelopes.  It is not a difficult 

task. We deliver the envelopes but 

don’t need to collect them again 

as people are asked to drop the 

filled envelopes at their nearest 

collection point. The collection 

raises over half of our total during 

the week, so if you could help 

with this important task, please 

contact Fiona Lumb on 07872 

838764 or at              

fiona.lumb@icloud.com, if you are 

on the north side of the town, or 

Fiona Macfarlane on 724024 or at 

info@alasdairmacfarlane.com, if you 

are on the south side. 

Bag packers are required for a 

session in Sainsbury’s on              

Thursday May 16 or in Tesco on 

Friday May 17. Contact Nancy 

Hutchinson, details as above. 

If you feel you could help in any 

way with these tasks, we would be 

most grateful, not to mention the 

gratitude of the needy people our 

donations go to support. 

 

MacFarlane Hall 

Old Parish Church    

2.30pm 

mailto:jhutchinson0444@btinternet.com
mailto:fiona.lumb@icloud.com
mailto:info@alasdairmacfarlane.com
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Knowing God – J I Packer 

Knowing God brings together two important       

aspects of the Christian faith:  

1. Knowing about God and  

2. Knowing God through the context of a close 

relationship with the person of Jesus Christ.  

 

This book seeks to transform and enrich the Christian                             

understanding of God. Explaining both who God is and how we can 

relate to him. The book is divided into three sections: The first            

directs our attention to how and why we know God, the second to 

the attributes of God and the third to the benefits enjoyed by a 

those who know him intimately. The book guides readers into a 

greater understanding of God while providing advice to gaining a 

closer relationship with him as a result. 

The Autobiography of George Muller 

What can be accomplished in an ordinary man who 

trusts in an extraordinary God? George Muller            

discovered the endless possibilities! These excerpts 

from his diary allow Muller to tell his own story. 

Read about his journey from a life of sin and                 

rebellion to his glorious conversion. Share his 

struggles and triumphs as he establishes orphan 

homes to care for thousands of English children, 

depending on God's response to his prayer of faith to supply all 

things.  
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Oh how my thoughts are ever clear 

at this time of Lent every year, 

when Jesus, his life was coming to an end 

and the disciples thought they were losing their friend. 

But for Jesus, God’s Son, the Son of man 

it was all a part of God’s amazing plan. 

As we follow the story once more and relate, 

the arrest, the trial, the cross on which we meditate 

The crown of thorns, agony and pain, but then we see 

He endured it all for love of you and me. 

As the weeks of Lent go by day by day 

we give up something that’s hard to do, and pray 

Jesus and his disciples ate the Last Supper in the Upper Room 

where He washed their feet, it was sadness and gloom. 

Then on the cross where Jesus hung to die 

when lifted down, put in a tomb to lie, 

the weeping, the anguish, thinking it was the end    

but no, they were not about to lose Jesus, their friend 

Two angels sat in that empty tomb, 

the amazing brightness scattering the gloom 

Because, on the morning of the third day, 

Jesus had risen, was alive, the stone rolled away 

Lord, that’s why we are in your house to remember  

as we sing and pray 

with hearts on fire, we give You thanks 

for this glorious day.     

                                                               Wilma Barrett      

T 
houghts for  

Easter 2019 
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I spoke recently 

in church about 

children’s                

ministry, and my 

role in                         

co-ordinating the 

activities for our 

Sunday Club             

children.  While I 

briefly mentioned 

the sorts of 

things we                    

currently do week 

by week, I also 

spoke about the Deep Impact   

conference I attended (along         

with John Allan and Marc                 

Haslam) about children and            

families and youth work.  The 

Conference had really inspiring 

speakers and workshops, and I 

came away with lots of fresh          

ideas. However, the thing that  

resonated with me the most is  

the idea that the purpose of            

children’s ministry should be to 

help set children on fire with       

passion for God.  We want to          

help ignite a generation who are 

passionate for worship, excited 

for prayer and zealous to spend 

time in God’s presence, even 

more than all the other attractions 

and distractions in their busy 

lives. 

There are two main ways to help 

ignite that 

passion within 

our  children’s 

hearts – one is to 

help give them a 

secure and deep 

sense of their 

identities as 

dearly loved, 

accepted, chosen 

and precious 

children of God.  

The other is to 

help them 

experience first-hand the 

presence and the power of the          

living God.  I think we do a good 

job of teaching our children the 

Bible stories (and the Jesus 

Storybook Curriculum is really 

excellent at doing just that), and 

this is very important and must be 

central to all we do - but we want 

to do more – we want our children 

to grow knowing that the God 

they read about in these Bible 

stories is the same God at work in 

their own lives and that they can 

have a  personal relationship and                    

experience of God.  While we           

always do try to convey that            

message week by week, the 

speakers at Deep Impact                    

encouraged us to ‘raise the bar’, 

to have higher expectations of our 

children’s experiences of God, to 

Our Children’s Ministry Leader, Laura 

Cassidy shares how we can ignite a 

passion for God within our children.  
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make room to ‘enter into’ the   

Bible, and to make space for the 

supernatural. 

Ivy Beckwith writes “Generation Z 

is experience-oriented. These kids 

find meaning and value in                   

immediacy and in living in the 

moment. Their mantra for life and 

learning is “I want to try it”. Only 

then will they decide if they like 

the experience or not....  They 

want to use all their senses as 

they learn, and they want their 

learning environments to provide 

experiences, not just facts and 

formulas. They want to DO in           

order to learn. And when it comes 

to experiencing a spiritual life –

and they are spiritual people –

they want to experience God, not 

just learn about God. They don’t 

just want to be entertained.” (Post

-modern Children’s Ministry, p31) 

I see this as an exciting challenge, 

to think about how to adapt and 

add to what we currently do with 

our children in church, to help 

deepen their experiences of God, 

help them grow in their identity, 

and help ignite that fire within 

them. 

There are many ways that those  

of you in the congregation can 

help support this. 

Firstly, we can all help our 

children experience first hand 

what it is like to be accepted, 

valued and wanted.  This will  

help them greatly as they grow         

in their identity in God.  If they 

feel it within our church family, 

they will be more able to grasp 

how God sees them.  I’ve seen 

with my own children how 

members of the congregation           

will often smile, or say hello, or 

speak warmly with them and we 

shouldn’t underestimate how 

important such things are in 

helping our children to feel 

accepted and like they belong in 

our church family and to God. 

Next, it would be wonderful if  

you could share with our children 

your own experiences of God.           

If you’ve had an answer to   

prayer, however big or small, or 

you have a particular testimony, 

then please do share!  A few years 

ago, Wilma Barrett came along to 

a 24hr prayer children’s slot, and 

spoke about her own faith 

journey.  This was incredibly 

powerful because the children 

were able to relate this directly to 

the Bible story they had been 

learning about and they were able 

to hear about God’s 

transformational power in Wilma’s 

life.  I would really encourage any 

It would be wonderful if  you could 

share with our children your                     

own experiences of God.           
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of you to come and speak to the 

children in Sunday Club and help 

fill them with wonder at stories of 

God’s goodness and power and 

love.  Please speak with me at any 

time and we can arrange the best 

time for you to come along! 

Finally, we would also love the 

opportunity for our children to 

pray for you!  Our children have 

been growing in their confidence 

at prayer time over recent 

months, and they pray wonderful 

prayers.  We would love to 

encourage them to keep growing 

in prayer and it would also be 

amazing for them to experience 

answers to their own prayers and 

see the power that these prayers 

have.  We have recently prayed 

healing prayers for Sunday Club 

leaders and children, and have 

done a prayer walk praying for 

people, organisations and issues 

in our local community.  If you 

would like our children to pray for 

you, then please speak with me 

and we will arrange it. 

Thank you for your continued 

love, support and prayers for all 

our church children. 

  

 One of our elders, Mairi 

Tulloch tells us about 

the retreat she attends 

in Kinnoull, Perthshire 

For twelve years now, I have been 

attending “Wait for it” , the Roman 

Catholic charismatic intercessory 

prayer renewal retreat run by the 

Aberdeen Diocese, but held at St. 

Mary’s Monastry in Kinnoull, 

Perth. 

 

We have a wonderful time of 

praise, worship, prayer, teaching 

and ministry and are encouraged 

to share anything we feel that 

God has been saying and to use 

the gifts of the spirit. 

 

Usually I am the only Protestant 

there, but I am made so welcome 

and know that we are all one in 

Christ.  I have been asked to do  

 

the bible reading in the Church  

Service and have been part of the 

Prayer Ministry team.  One year  

before I  went, I was talking to a 

friend who is a Baptist, on the 

phone and she said “Oh, that will 

make Jesus really happy”.  I didn’t 

get the point so she said, “Well, 

aren’t you happy when all your 

bairns get on despite their        

differences? 

 

Jesus prayed that we would be 

one  - John 17: vs 20-23. 

 

I would encourage you to come 

along to the Peebles Churches 

Together Prayer events.  The next 

one is on Friday 22 March (see 

page 5). 
 

The next weekend at Kinnoull  

is Friday 10  - Sunday 12 May.  

Please speak to me if you are    

interested in going. 
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Open Doors 

Update 

                     

One year on from the capture  

of fifteen-year-old Nigerian 

schoolgirl Leah Sharibu from 

her school in Dapchi, her 

mother, Rebecca Sharibu, has 

called on the Nigerian 

government to expedite her 

release. 

 

Speaking in tears at a Press 

Conference held in capital Abuja 

on 10 February, Rebecca Sharibu 

renewed her appeal to the Federal 

Government to keep its promise 

for rescuing Leah.   

Zoe Smith, Head of Advocacy at 

Open Doors UK, said: “Leah 

Sharibu was kidnapped because 

she was a girl and held captive 

because she was a Christian. She 

personifies the incredibly 

vulnerable position of Christian 

women in northern Nigeria. It is 

saddening and outrageous that 

Leah remains in captivity, abused 

as a PR tool and negotiating pawn 

by Boko Haram. We urge the 

Nigerian government and the 

international community to 

increase their efforts to secure 

her release and reunite her safely 

with her family.” 

 

In October 2018, for the first time 

since Leah’s capture, President 

Buhari had addressed Leah’s 

mother via Twitter: “Today I spoke 

with Mrs Rebecca Sharibu, to 

reiterate our determination to 

bring her daughter Leah back 

home safely. The thoughts & 

prayers of all Nigerians are with 

the Sharibu family, & the families 

of all those still in captivity. We 

will do everything we can to bring 

them back.” 

 

On 19 February 2018 Leah 

Sharibu was abducted along with 

over 100 of her classmates by 

Boko Haram. They were taken 

from the Government Girls 

Science and Technical College in 

Nigeria’s north-eastern town of 

Dapchi, in Yobe state. While 

others were released within a 

month, Leah, the only Christian in 

the group, remains in captivity. 

 

After the captured girls were 

released, Leah’s mother, Rebecca 

Sharibu, explained what she had 

heard from Leah’s friends who 

had escaped: “(Leah) was about to 

board the vehicle that was to 

bring them back. Then Boko 

Haram said she must convert. Her 

friends said they tried to convince 

her but she said she will not 

convert to Islam. Boko Haram said 

since she will not convert to Islam 

she should remain behind.”  

Leah reportedly asked her 

departing classmates to pray for 



 

22 

her and to give her mother a 

message: “My mother, you should 

not be disturbed. I know it is not 

easy missing me, but I want to 

assure you that I am fine where I 

am. My God, whom we have been 

praying to with you, is showing 

Himself mighty in my trying 

moment. I know  from your words 

to me during our morning 

devotions that God is very close 

to people in pain. I am witnessing 

this now. I am confident that one 

day I shall see your face again. If 

not here, then there at the bosom 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Last October Islamic State West 

African Province (ISWAP), a 

breakaway faction of Boko Haram, 

announced it will keep Leah 

Sharibu as a slave for life along 

with Alice Ngaddah, a Christian 

mother of two who works for 

Unicef. “From today,” ISWAP said, 

“Sharibu, 15, and Ngaddah are 

now our slaves. Based on our 

doctrines, it is now lawful for us 

to do whatever we want to do with 

them.”  

 

Nigeria is number 12 on the 

2019 World Watch List, Open 

Doors' annual ranking of the 50 

countries where Christians face 

the most extreme persecution. 

Open Doors partners with the 

local church to strengthen and 

equip persecuted Christians in 

northern Nigeria through training, 

education for children, care and 

discipleship training for new 

Christians, community 

development projects, legal 

assistance, emergency relief and 

trauma counselling. 

 

Please continue to pray for our 

Christian brothers and sisters in 

Nigeria. 

Michelle Sterricks 

 

http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=5eXH0qSKdBRphS6WO4YlQwwSTi8wtQOqejFjZKiddbCzZ5Bbl4XDYQYt9dA20zOJvs7fwe0%2FbOkCIkRIuVa%2Bav2NqVBZQd2cUrNCXr%2FKJYwJIBdZ1UOn6hfawM4Vo533&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendoorsuk.org%2Fpersecution%2Fcoun
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=5eXH0qSKdBRphS6WO4YlQwwSTi8wtQOqejFjZKiddbCzZ5Bbl4XDYQYt9dA20zOJvs7fwe0%2FbOkCIkRIuVa%2Bav2NqVBZQd2cUrNCXr%2FKJYwJIBdZ1UOn6hfawM4Vo533&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendoorsuk.org%2Fpersecution%2Fcoun
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Update from John Allan, 

our Youth Worker 

Maybe you think someone built 

the bridge in the wrong place? 

Maybe the bridge has just not 

been finished yet? There was a 

time when the river did flow           

under the bridge and people were 

able to cross the river using the 

bridge. So, what happened? In 

1997 Hurricane Mitch so                        

drastically altered the landscape 

that the course of the river was 

changed, and it no longer flows 

under the bridge. This image was 

shown in one of the teaching 

sessions at Deep Impact Youth 

Work conference in January.  

The main speakers at Deep 

Impact, Alan & Diane McWilliam, 

who lead Whiteinch Church of 

Scotland in Glasgow, showed us 

this image and suggested the 

bridge poses a significant 

metaphorical challenge for 

churches today. That challenge is 

this: “What things in our church do 

we continue to maintain that no 

longer get people across the 

river?” Put simply, the river in the 

picture flows around the bridge; it 

avoids it completely. There is 

 “Behave, Believe, Belong or  

Belong, Believe, Behave?” 

What do you think this picture shows? 
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similarity here with how many 

people in our local community 

feel about church – they avoid it. 

Some churches recognise this 

issue but merely try to fix the 

problem by upgrading the 

existing bridge:  a new coat of 

paint; replacing pews with chairs; 

some fancy lighting; etc. While 

each of these things aren’t bad 

they are still just a bridge that 

doesn’t get anyone across the 

river. What do you think about 

applying this challenge in St 

Andrews Leckie? Are there things 

we continue to maintain because 

they once served a purpose but no 

longer meet the needs of a 

changed community? What needs 

do you see in our community that 

mean we need to get out on the 

river in lifeboats? 

One of the things you’ll notice 

about our community nowadays is 

that most people don’t know 

Jesus. And, according to the great 

commission, that surely is the  

aim of any church: to introduce 

people to Jesus and help them 

develop a relationship with Him. 

Sometimes people tell me what 

they think is wrong with the youth 

of today, or I read someone’s 

thoughts on this in the comments 

of a social media post. Most of 

the time these comments are 

made by people who haven’t tried 

to understand today’s young 

people and, instead, expect them 

to be the same as the person 

making the comments were when 

they were young. Youth culture is 

very different today than it was 

even just 20 years ago and we 

need to be careful not to place 

unrealistic expectations on 

children today. It’s easy to think 

that we welcome children and 

young people but that they should 

behave a certain way in church, 

and that if they behave well, then 

they’ll believe in Jesus and once 

they believe they’ll then feel that 

they belong in church. However, 

this is pretty much the wrong way 

round: we need to be so 

welcoming that people, young 

people especially, know they 

belong in our church family. Once 

they know they belong it’s easier 

for them to explore their beliefs 

in a church context, and if they 

choose to believe then in time 

we’ll see those beliefs start to 

shape behaviours. Most of us 

probably think we are welcoming 

in that we’re not ‘unwelcoming’ 

but if we stop and consider what 

our children and young people 

hear us saying to them when we 

meet as church what would they 

think of? Do the things we say 

make children feel welcome or is 

there a possibility that we make 

them feel like they’re in a place 

they don’t belong? This doesn’t 

just apply to how we welcome 

young people of course. However, 

if adults visit our church then they 

are likely looking for a church to 

go to and will probably keep 

looking if they received a less 

than favourable welcome in one 

church. But for our children 

growing up being brought to 

church by parents, if those 

children feel unwelcome then they 

are much less likely to look for 
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another church. 2018 was the 

Year of Young People. We said we 

didn’t want it to just be a one-off 

year of a bit more focus on this 

age group; it needed to be a 

turning point in which we go 

forward in a better direction.     

Has this happened? What are the 

changes we are making to see this 

as a reality? What are we willing to 

change or do differently to keep 

our children and young people as 

a valuable part of our church 

family? 

If any of this strikes a chord with 

you, either in agreement or 

disagreement, I’d encourage you 

to come to the course I’m running 

based on the book “Getting Kids 

Through Church…”. You will have 

heard me talk about it at the front 

of church or in other Psalm 

articles. Don’t worry that you’ve 

missed the start, there’s good 

stuff all the way through.  

Please pray about the bridge 

question: In what way can we be 

Gods lifeboats on the river in 

Peeblesshire?  

Please pray for our children and 

young people, that they would 

indeed feel welcomed in all 

areas of church life and that 

they belong with us in worship.  

Pray for increased faith as well 

as gifts and fruits of the Holy 

Spirit for our children and 

young people. 
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W 
 inter Walks  

 

 

Our January walk destination was 

the circuit of Portmore Loch, 

taking it clockwise rather than 

our more usual way anti-

clockwise. After walking steadily 

up to  the loch shore we had           

a short break, continued round 

the loch then up  to the high 

point on the path below 

Dundreich Hill. From there you 

get a good view down to the loch 

again before an easy descent 

back to Eddleston. 

The ground was covered with snow and the day dawned bright and 

clear for two different walks starting from the Village Hall. The 

lower, shorter walk led up past the Home Farm high above the lochs 

on the Weston Burn, past Stobohope across the burn and, after 

passing two bulls safely, back 

to the road.  

 

 

 

The route for the longer walk 

climbed up to walk along the 

edge of Penvenny Forest 

exiting the wood near Harrow 

Hope and descending to  

return by the same path past 

the bulls, as the other group.  

 

Photo taken at Portmore Loch. 

1st March:  Glensax.  

5 April : Pentlands, low level 

circular from Swanston  

Enjoying lunch in the winter sunshine 

 

Next planned walks  

Contact Helen Fox for more  

Information  - 01721 724280 

foxhelenm@googlemail.com. 

mailto:foxhelenm@googlemail.com
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15
th

 January – ‘Serendipity’ 

With both our designated and 

replacement speaker calling off 

due to unforeseen circumstances, 

it was a case of serendipity as our 

Steering Group led our first 

meeting of the year.  

Pam Yuill opened with Old and 

New Testament readings to 

remind us that we had a year of 

new possibilities to look forward 

to with joy because of our 

Saviour’s birth. However, we 

reflected that while celebrating 

the Christmas season is a 

wonderful time for Christians, it 

sometimes has physical 

repercussions, as Nancy Gray 

brought home with her reading of 

the humorous poem ‘twas the 

month after Christmas and all 

through the house, nothing would 

fit me, not even a blouse’!  

As we all know, January is the 

month when we celebrate the 

birth of Robert Burns, our national 

bard, and Pam provided some 

interesting background on his life. 

He is known not only for his 

beautiful poetry but also for his 

fondness of the ‘fairer sex’ as the 

poem, ‘Burns Birds’, read by 

Morag, highlighted. ‘Noo Rab, we 

still admire you, Ye gave poetry 

tae the masses, but surer still we 

envy Rab, Yer triumphs wi’ the 

lasses.” 

Last, but by no means least, 

Elizabeth Herd tested our 

knowledge of Scotland with a quiz 

which had an unusual twist. She 

gave us answers and we had to 

find the correct question from our 

list.  

A good afternoon was enjoyed by 

all and Pam closed the meeting 

with an old blessing which 

concludes, ‘and may God hold you 

in the palm of His hand.’  What 

better hope for the beginning of a 

new year.  

 

5
th

 February - Faith and Music: ‘ 

A Fireside Chat’  

Our Musical Maestro for the 

afternoon was our own Bob 

Harrison. He was not a pianist he 

proclaimed, - although we all 

begged to differ! Bob remembers 

how from an early age he sat 

beside the piano as his mother 

sang and pointed out the notes to 

him.  In Primary School, as he 

listened to his teacher playing, 

what fascinated and caught his 

attention was the key changes 

within the melody.  

His introduction to music lessons 

was all too brief, as much to the 

despair of the Teacher, any 

melody being learned was soon 



 

28 

Atom’ and ‘Cuillen’.  

embellished and augmented by 

Bob’s natural ear and innate 

ability to harmonise.   

From a close family, who 

attended a Brethren Evangelical 

Church, music was always a part 

of his life. The Christian message 

in music is often emotional, said 

Bob, as first we heard the words 

of some of his favourite 

redemption hymns before playing 

them for us. Bob reflected how 

sometimes, during our church 

worship, one can sing robustly 

while failing to appreciate the 

deep theological truth contained 

in the words. The words of the 

many hymns Bob has played over 

the years speak to him of his 

faith, and have a real emotional 

connection to him.  

In his own words, Bob can ‘knock 

out a tune’ and he certainly did 

that afternoon where we heard 

every kind of rhythm and style.  

From his mother’s favourite 

Scottish airs, Blue Suede Shoes 

and Georgia – Bob displayed his 

mastery of the keyboard. Most 

interestingly, Bob demonstrated 

with his keyboard how a simple 

melody can be transformed into 

an amazing sound with a few 

additional chords, harmonies and 

key modulations. This he did with 

‘Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah’.  

Bob shared that he had never 

been interested in practicing 

scales and simply following the 

musical dots on the page, and for 

this we have truly been blessed 

and our worship enriched. His 

unique talent, a rare gift indeed, 

made the Woman’s Group 

afternoon, in the words of Nat 

King Cole song which Bob had 

played earlier, ‘Unforgettable’.  

 

Morag Milloy 

 

5 March       

Peebles Group   

Cycling without age 

19 March  

Another Good Meeting 

With Afternoon Tea 

NEXT MEETINGS  -  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘To be a Christ-centred church based on prayer and the word of 

God which, relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is  

a welcoming, caring fellowship committed to meaningful  

worship, teaching and active outreach  
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Tickets are £27 

and seating is 

allocated . 

Tickets can be 

booked at:  

https://

bit.ly/2S455ew 

 

Sing! Scotland is the 2019 UK Tour 

of Keith & Kristyn Getty and their 

band of virtuoso Irish and Bluegrass 

folk music and featuring the modern 

hymns that have a had a huge impact 

on congregational singing and 

church music around the world. Enjoy 

a night of music and a time of devo-

tion with Pastor John Piper. This is a 

fundraising event for 20schemes, a 

church planting ministry that brings 

the light of the gospel to Scotland’s 

schemes.  Known for their song “In 

Christ Alone” (co-written with Stuart 

Townend) Keith & Kristyn Getty have 

been featured in many of the great 

concert halls in America and the UK 

and on BBC worldwide broadcasts. 

Their tours are seen by many                  

thousands each year and their music         

is sung by millions around the world. 

https://bit.ly/2S455ew
https://bit.ly/2S455ew
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Your guide to what’s happening at the 

church over the next two months. 

Opportunities for fellowship and prayer 

House Groups 

Small groups that meet every 

fortnight in someone’s home, for 

fellowship, prayer and Bible study on 

the themes that have been explored 

through Sunday morning worship.  

Please contact the church office for 

further details. 

 

Lunch & Chat 

Mondays 12 noon-1pm 

Last lunch on 25 March 

 

Women’s Group 

Tuesdays 2pm 

5 & 19 March 

 

Prayer Time  

Wednesdays 8-10am in the church.  

The church is open for silent prayer 

and then at 9.40am there is a time of 

joint open prayer.  

 

Prayer for Revival 

Thursday mornings  

7-8am in the vestry 

 

Healing Prayer 

Meeting in the Church Hall on 

Saturdays 9 March & 13 April 

10.30am-12.30pm 

 

 

Parents and Toddlers Groups 

Wednesdays (Music Group) 

10-11am 

Thursdays 10-11am  

during school term time 

 

Fridays Tiny Toes (for under 1s) 

Meet throughout the year  

10-11.30am. 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 Contact the Church Office  

for more information. 

 

S.A.L.T. Friendship Group 

(formerly Senior Fellowship) 

Meet in the Church Hall 

Thursdays  2pm 

14 & 28 March;  11 & **25 April**  

** Service in the  Church    

Activities for families and  

young people. There is a full 

programme for children  

and teenagers. 

Contact  John Allan  

john@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Further information from the church office  

(01721 723121)/office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 
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Door and collection duties 

 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

March                                              Welcomer 

Kathleen Thomson                                            Fiona Lumb 

Julian Pace 

Catherine Walkinshaw 

Grahame Henderson  

                                                   

Sunday Duty Officer: 

Kevin Hughes 

 

April                                                                Welcomer 

Heather Collin                                              Elizabeth Clyde 

Jim Yuill 

Pam Yuill 

Sue Isherwood   

Sunday Duty Officer:  

Vince Massie 

Drivers’ rota 

March  

 

03      David Brackenridge         David Brown        Greta Cameron 

10        Elizabeth Bintliff             Iain Coates           John Napier      

17       Colin Mackay                   David McKean       Nancy Forsyth 

24      Douglas Coltman             Alan Herd             Mairi Tulloch 

31                    Margaret Stalker              Walter Forsyth       Nancy Forsyth   

 

April  

07      David Brackenridge          David Brown         Greta Cameron 

14      Elizabeth Bintliff                Iain Coates            John Napier 

21      Colin Mackay                    David McKean       Nancy Forsyth  

28      Douglas Coltman              Alan Herd              Mairi Tulloch 
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Flowers 

03 Elizabeth Herd  Donor/Arranger  

 Grace Buchan Distributor 

   

10 Yvonne Elliot Donor 

 Elaine Thomson Arranger 

 Harriet Cullen  Distributor 

   

17 Vince Massie Donor 

 Nancy Forsyth  Arranger 

 Kathleen Thomson  Distributor 

   

24 Margaret Macfarlane Donor 

 Rita Balfour Arranger 

 Wilma Barrett Distributor 

   

31 Flower Fund Donor 

 Elizabeth Mackay Arranger 

 Kathleen Alexander Distributor 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/img/products/1364068463_MONTH-JulyPink1.5diametercircle_july.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/p301_month--july-pink-1.5-diameter-circle.html&h=721&w=750&tbnid=AVdjOI0A9SkbRM:&zoom
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Flowers 

07 Nancy Forsyth Donor/Arranger  

 Elizabeth Herd Distributor 

   

14 Flower Fund Donor 

 Joy Gardner Arranger 

 Rita Balfour Distributor 

   

21 EASTER FLOWERS 

   

28 Flower Fund Donor 

 Morag Milloy Arranger 

 Rena Patterson Distributor 

A very warm thank you to everyone who donates flowers throughout 

the year,  It is a lovely way to mark an anniversary. 

For anyone wishing to give flowers, the new calendar is in place in the 

east vestibule, or contact Nancy. 
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The deadline for items intended for  

Psalm 418 is Sunday April 14      

(May/June issue)  

All items for inclusion should be submitted to the  

church office by that date. 

 

John 11:25-26  

25

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  

He who believes in me will live, even though  

he dies; 
26

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  

Do you believe this?" 

New International Version 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE  

email: office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Tel: 01721 723121 

All correspondence relating to church matters should be sent 

to the Church, Eastgate, Peebles EH45 8AD  

Did you know, you can help the environment and view 

PSALM online? Simply go to: 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/psalm 

(Please let the Church Office know) 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/john/11/
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The Minister  

 Rev Malcolm Jefferson  - minister@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -   725148 

 

 

Session Clerk  

Kathleen Mason  - kathleen@standrews leckie.co.uk  - 721999 

 

 

Treasurer    

 Iain Coates  -  treasurer@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -   723980 

 

 

Offerings and Gift Aid Co-ordinator 

 Bob Marshall  -  bob@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  722806 

 

 

Church Administrator   

Heather Collin  - office@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  723121 (Office)  

 

Data Administrator   

John Dimmock  -  johnd@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  723121 (Office)  

 

 

Prayer Promoter    

Carrie Duthie -  carrie@standrewsleckie.co.uk   -  724847 

 

 

Psalm Editorial Team 

  Jo Dubé &  Michelle Sterricks  - (Contact Church Office) 

 

 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator  

Malcolm Lumsden  - m.alumsden@btinternet.com  - 723185 

     

Youth Worker   

 John Allan  - john@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  

 

 

Church Officer    

Vince Massie  -       721660 

 

    

   Your elder is: 


