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WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US IN SUNDAY WORSHIP AND TO 

TAKE PART IN OUR ACTIVITIES 

11am  

Morning worship, crèche, Sunday Club , 7Up Group 

6.30pm 

Evening Services  

  Services and Readings 

January  

13 

Waiting for the river to flow: 

Courageous and Confident 

Acts 25: 23-26 : 32  

 

20 

Waiting for the river to flow: 

in the midst of the storm 

Acts 27: 1-26 

 

27 

Holy Communion 

Waiting for the river to flow: 

Rescue 

Acts 27: 27-44 

 

February 

03 

Waiting for the river to flows: 

signs and wonders 

Acts 28: 1-16 

 

10 

Waiting for the river to flow: 

God is faithful 

Acts 28: 17-31 

 

17 

TBC  

 

24 

TBC     

  

 

Evening Services 

 

Prayer and Praise The first      

Sunday of every month at 

6.30pm. (The other three             

Sundays will all follow the same 

format: 

Drawing Near: where we have    

an extended time of praise and 

sung worship. 

Encountering God: where we 

hear from the Word of God. 

Responding to God: where we 

close in praise. 

At the end of every service, we 

will have ongoing praise, tea 

and coffee and the opportunity 

to receive confidential prayer                   

ministry.  

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘To be a Christ-centred church 

based on prayer and the word 

of God which, relying on the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, is  

a welcoming, caring fellowship 

committed to meaningful    

worship, teaching  

and active outreach  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE  

 

Word and Spirit 

I like building fires. One of my favourite 

birthday presents that I received last month 

was an outdoor cooking stove. I like it 

because it gives me another good excuse to 

build a fire. There are two essentials when it 

comes to building a good fire – you need 

ignition and you need plenty of good fuel.  

Once in the midst of debate, Jesus said to 

the Sadducees, "You are in error because 

you do not know the Scriptures or the power 

of God.” (Matthew 22:29) 

There are two essentials when it comes to building a strong and 

vibrant church. We need to be deeply rooted in the fuel of the 

Scriptures and the fire of the Spirit of God. We need to know the truth 

of God’s Word and the power of His Spirit. 

I am very excited about two new ventures beginning in 2019 in St 

Andrews Leckie.  

FUEL  

Firstly, we are encouraging the whole church family to get to know 

the Scriptures better by using the New City Catechism for a whole 

year. The resource asks and answers one question of the Bible every 

week to help us to fuel our hearts and minds with the life changing 

truths of God’s Word. There are versions for both adults and 

children, so this is something for the whole family. It builds on our 

weekly preaching of the Bible and encouragement to study the 

Scriptures in home groups and in daily reading with for example the 

Bible in One Year. Read more on page 21  

FIRE 

Secondly, some of our Elders have organised a weekly time of prayer 

on a Thursday morning at 7am in the Vestry (or remotely from your 

home) to pray specifically for revival. We will be praying for God to 

pour out His Spirit as we have been reading about in the book of 

Acts. We will be praying that God moves among us in power, to show 

what it looks like when God does what only He can do. 

If you want to get a flavour of what we’re praying for, visit the 

“Sermons” section of our website standrewsleckie.co.uk and search 

for Kenny Borthwick’s sermon on the 18
th

 November, “When God 

moves in power” and the follow up sermon on the 25
th

 November, 

“Where the river flows: will you pray for God to come to Peebles?”. 

My prayer for 2019, is that we would we would grow in the 

knowledge and experience of the Scriptures and the power of God. 
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NEWS OF THE PARISH 

 

Funerals 

October 

    John WILLINS, 6 St. Bryde’s Way , Cardrona, Peebles 

 

November 

 Mrs Jane AITKEN, Strathnairn, 5 Edderston Road,  Peebles 

 

January  

Mrs Nancy MASON, Peebles Nursing Home, Peebles                  

 

Hearts on Fire 

24 Hour Prayer Event 

Friday 1
st

 – Saturday 2
nd

           

February 2019, 6pm-6pm 

 See further details on page 33 
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You are invited to join us for 

Communion 

January 2019  

 

Jesus said 

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME 

Your place is reserved 

at the Lord’s Table 

on 

Sunday 27 January   

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, 

Thou Fount of life, thou Light of men, 

From the best bliss that earth imparts 

We turn unfilled to thee again. 

 

We taste thee, O thou living Bread, 

And long to feast upon thee still; 

We drink of thee, the Fountain-head, 

And thirst our souls from thee to fill 

Tr Ray Palmer (1808-87) 
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Will you join us as to pray for our nation 

and the Church and its mission to help 

people discover a relationship with Jesus? 

 

On Saturday 9th February in Dundee, the City of 

Discovery, we'll come together to pray that people 

across Scotland would explore faith                                  

and encounter Jesus. 

 

If this is something that you are passionate about and 

would like to be involved in please drop me an 

email! dez@alpha.org 

 

Every blessing, 

Dez Johnston 
Director of Alpha Scotland    

mailto:dez@alpha.org?subject=Yes%2C%20I'm%20interested%20in%20the%202019%20prayer%20day%20in%20Dundee
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Why we should honour  

God with our time, talents  

and money 

I hope you will all agree that here in Peebles and especially as 

members of St. Andrews Leckie, we witness God’s goodness and 

providence every single day.  In my new role as ministry leader for 

Stewardship and Finance, I believe it is my responsibility to ensure 

that we honour God by showing prudence in the use of our resources.  

This doesn’t mean we should accumulate vast amounts of wealth and 

save them for a rainy day – such a day might never come!  Rather, I 

believe we should spend wisely but invest in areas that bring life and 

hope in response to Jesus’ instruction to us.  

 

Like many others, I follow the Bible in One Year.  Nicky Gumbel’s daily 

commentaries help us to better understand the Bible passages and 

regularly provide useful quotes and anecdotes.  One day in 

September, the subject for the day was Ten Reasons to Give 

Generously, taken from 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15.  I hope you will find the 

following extract interesting and challenging: 

 

When we begin to experience God’s grace, gratitude is the natural 

and appropriate response. The psalmist is overwhelmed by gratitude 

and worships God, saying, ‘Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, 

for he is good; his love endures forever’ (Psalm 106:1). 

Giving is the best investment you can make 

Like the harvest, giving is planting seed.  The farmer will reap far 

more than what was sown (v.6): ‘A stingy planter gets a stingy crop; a 

lavish planter gets a lavish crop’ (v.6, MSG). 

 

This applies to everything in life.  What you give to the Lord he 

multiplies – your time, gifts, ambitions and money. 

 

Giving should be fun 

Giving should never be forced or grudging, but rather voluntary and 

cheerful ‘for God loves a cheerful giver’ (v.7).  The Greek word for 

cheerful is hilaros.  It should be fun to give.  Generosity leads to 

happiness. 

 

Giving takes away the burden of financial worry 

Paul writes, ‘and God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
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that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work’ (v.8).  Giving does not mean handing 

over financial responsibility to God – but it does mean handing over 

the worry and the burden of it. 

 

Giving ‘enriches’ you 

When God invites you to give, he is appealing not just to your 

emotions but also to your reason: ‘Thus you will be enriched in all 

things and in every way so that you can be generous’ (v.11, AMP).  

Materially, you will have enough to give away generously (v.11).  

Your character will be enriched (v.10).  God will be praised (v.11). 

 

Giving transforms your character 

Paul speaks of ‘the harvest of your righteousness’ (v.10b).  Giving 

purges the character from the constricting grip of materialism that 

destroys lives. 

Giving inspires others 

‘… your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. … Because of 

the service of which you approved yourselves, people will praise 

God…’ (vv.11b–13a). 

 

Giving meets people’s needs 

Generous giving blesses other people and supplies the needs of God’s 

people – ‘helping meet the bare needs of poor Christians’ (v.12, MSG). 

 

Giving is evidence of real faith 

Generous giving is an act of obedience, which should accompany 

‘your confession of the gospel of Christ’ (v.13). Giving is an act of 

trust – in doing it you are saying that it is God, not yourself or 

anyone else, who ultimately provides for your needs. 

Giving makes you a stakeholder in the church 

Paul speaks of ‘your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else’ (v.13b). In the same way as when you share a flat or 

apartment you share in the bills, as you share in the needs of the 

community you reap the benefits of that community. For example, 

every time someone comes to know Christ through the community 

you share in the blessing. 

 

Giving is a response to God’s gift to you 

God so loved you that he gave his one and only Son so that you might 

have eternal life (John 3:16). Our giving is a response to God’s 

amazing grace. His ‘indescribable gift’ (2 Corinthians 9:15) is the gift 

of his Son. ‘Thank God for this gift, his gift.  No language can praise 

it enough!’ (v.15, MSG). 
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I’d like to encourage us all to rethink what we do to honour God and 

serve Him.  Many will give already to their financial limit, but is there 

more we can give in other ways?  Prayer is fundamental in all aspects 

of Christian life and we can all pray from the comfort of our own 

living rooms, but we also need voluntary help for so many areas 

across our church activities.   

 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is moving amongst us as we continue 

to grow as a church family.  Please help to invest in these exciting 

times, we know that the rewards will be wonderful! 

 

  Yvonne Elliot  

 Ministry Leader for Stewardship and Finance 

 December 2018  
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ALPHA 2018 

 

Each Alpha is                            

different from the 

year before. We 

never know who will come along 

but it is amazing how God 

answers our prayers and  

this year we were blessed with 21 

guests, 6 of these were young 

people who came along to do 

Youth Alpha. 

Each guest was at a different 

stage of their Christian journey. -

some starting out, others coming 

back to church after years away, 

some continuing their journey 

from the year before and others 

who have had a faith for many 

years but felt led by God to come 

along and share their faith to 

others in the group. 

The opportunity and the privilege 

involved in sharing faith and the 

Good News of Jesus, is one as a 

Church we give thanks for. 

Everyone on the course 

experiences what can happen 

when lives are opened up to God. 

This happened this year as one 

guest asked Jesus to come into 

their life. What was then shared in 

the subsequent weeks, left a 

powerful mark on all who heard 

this person's testimony. 

Praise God! 

We were very excited to have 

Youth Alpha running alongside 

the Adult session. Six young 

people coming along faithfully 

each week. They joined us for a 

meal, the room was filled with 

their enthusiasm, laughter and 

joy, before heading off  to their 

own group.  

As Facilitators, we were so 

grateful for the support that the 

Church Family gives to Alpha. 

We thank you for your prayers - 

each week we felt upheld and 

supported in prayer, which helped 

us to trust in God in every 

situation.  

We thank everyone who provided 

meals for us. The meal time is 

such an important part of the 

evening. Sharing a meal is where 

relationships and trust are 

formed, which builds into 

something special. We see this as 

the weeks go on and friendships 

are made. 

Please continue to pray for the 

work that God has started in 

people's lives. There will be an 

opportunity for guests to explore 

and deepen their relationship with 

Jesus through an eight week 

course, Christianity Explored, 

starting in February 2019. 

If you think that this would be 

something you would be 

interested in then why not come 

along too. 

For more details please see below. 

 

Christianity Explored is an eight 

week study of Mark's Gospel 

where we will explore three 

questions that cut right to the 

heart of Christianity: 

2019 
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Who was Jesus? 

Why did he come? 

What is involved in following him? 

If you want to find out more, 

please join us on Thursday 31st 

January, Church Hall, 7.00 pm 

for a welcome/taster evening to 

see if this is for you or speak to 

either Julie & Andrew Knox.  We 

will continue to meet on 

Thursday evenings, starting: 

7th February - 28th March, 7.00 

pm - 8.30 pm 

 

Highlights 

of the 

past term 

The 

children in 

Sunday 

Club have 

had a busy 

and fun 

term.  We continue to work 

through the Jesus Storybook 

Bible, and are now well into the 

New Testament.  Over the past 

term, the children have learned 

about some of the wonderful 

things that Jesus did, such as the 

feeding of the 5000, the calming 

of the storm and welcoming little 

children right up close to him.  

Through these and other stories 

we have thought about how Jesus 

has power over the forces of 

nature, how he can do things 

that no-one else can, because he 

is God, and about how we do not 

need to do anything special for 

Jesus to love us - we can trust 

him completely. 

 

In the run up to Christmas, we 

returned to the start of the New 

Our 2018 Nativity Service 
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Testament and learned about the 

story of Jesus’s birth. The 

children enjoyed using the Jesus 

Storybook Bible lessons to bring 

the story of the Nativity to the 

church congregation.  The 

children were amazing in their 

acting, narrating and singing 

roles.  We hope you enjoyed it! 

 

Sunday Club sessions and 

prayers. 

Since the summer, we have been 

including the 3 year-old crèche 

children in the start of our lesson 

each week - with them joining in 

with an active game and the 

telling of the story before 

returning to crèche.  The younger 

Sunday Club children then do a 

follow-up activity such as a craft, 

with the older children having 

some group discussion time 

about what the story tells them 

about Jesus in their own lives.   

 

We finish each week with prayer, 

and we have had some very 

special and powerful times of 

prayer with many of the children 

praying out loud in the group.  

We have prayed for all of you in 

our church family to know God’s 

blessing, and we have prayed for 

God to show his mighty power 

and come in revival to Peebles.  

Most of all, we have prayed for 

whatever is on the hearts of our 

children – and their prayers are 

wonderful to hear and to  

be part of. 

 

Badges 

The children continue to enjoy 

collecting badges, and we now 

have sashes available for them to 

pin their collection on to (many 

thanks to Carrie and the ladies for 

their work on these).  We will be 

having specific badge days during 

Sunday Club time to keep the 

children engaged and hopefully 

encourage them to earn more 

badges independently outside of 

church time.  A reminder to 

parents that all children have a 

badge folder at home full of fun 

activities they can 

choose to do with 

you at home. 

 

 

 

 

Registration and New City 

Catechism 

For this coming year, we will be 

including our children in the New 

City Catechism resource, thinking 

about questions and answers that 

are the foundation of the 

Christian faith.  We will be using 

the registration time, from 10.45, 

to introduce the question and 

answer for each week, and 

encourage the children to draw or 

write their responses, prayers and 

thoughts.  There are also catchy 

songs to go along with each 

question!  Parents, please do 

bring your children in time for 

registration if you can (or come 

earlier and all enjoy a church 

Reuben Cassidy 

modelling a 

badge sash  
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The Church of Scotland Trustees 

require that a condition survey of 

all Church properties be 

undertaken by an independent 

party, this on a ten year cycle.  

The purpose of the survey is to 

provide detailed information on 

the condition of the properties 

and also put forward 

recommendations which will  

allow for the planning of future 

repairs and maintenance. The 

survey covers both the interior 

and exterior of the properties,    

is intended to identify the works 

(with estimated costs) necessary 

to maintain them in good order 

and to provide recommendations 

for on-going maintenance and 

project works.   

During 2018 we, in St. Andrews 

Leckie Parish Church, were 

advised that we were due for such 

an inspection and in May that 

inspection was carried out.  The 

properties included were the 

Church, the Church hall, the 

Bakehouse and the Manse. The 

final report was received in early 

July and whilst the properties 

were acknowledged as being well 

maintained nevertheless there 

was a considerable amount of 

work identified as requiring 

attention. In general terms the 

works identified in the report as 

requiring attention related to the 

roofs, to the spire, to the walls 

both internal and external, to the 

windows, to aspects of the 

decoration both internal and 

Fabric Update 

breakfast!)  We’ll leave the 

children’s responses for you all to 

browse at coffee time (and add to 

if you wish!) 

 

The coming term 

This term we will continue to 

work through the Jesus Storybook 

Bible, and we also hope to 

introduce our children to pen pals 

in our partner church in Malawi,  

enjoy pancakes as we think about 

Lent, and do something special 

for all the ladies in our church 

family on Mother’s day. 

We are so very blessed to have 

such a vibrant and enthusiastic 

group of children in our church.  

Their energy and thirst for Jesus 

is a joy and they are wonderful to 

work with.  We have almost 40 

children who attend regularly, 

and we could very much benefit 

from more adults to help lead 

each week.  Please do let us know 

if you think this is something you 

could help with, or if you would 

like to know more about what is 

involved.  The current leaders 

find children’s work life-giving 

and energizing, and we think you 

would enjoy joining in the fun we 

have getting to know Jesus!  
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Access for All (Disabled Access and works to the driveway) £ 76,000 

Upgrade of the Manse £41,000 

New carpet in the Church £ 7,500 

New lighting in the Church £27,000 

Urgent repairs to the Church and Bakehouse roofs £17,000 

Sound and Vision improvements in the Church and Hall £12,000 

TOTAL £180,500 

external, to a water tank in the 

manse, to boundary walls, to 

painting railings and gates and to 

the steps leading down to Tweed 

Green from the main Church 

door. 

The estimated cost of such works 

was given as £95,400 but this did 

not include preliminaries, 

professional fees and VAT which 

would likely bring the final cost to 

over £140,000. The required 

works were prioritised into 

categories of urgency, these being 

immediate—-urgent—necessary—

desirable, which would allow for 

the repairs to be spread over a 

period of years.   

Since 2010 a lot of major project 

type work has been carried out in 

the church:  

 

These works which have been 

funded from reserves, grants,           

donations and fundraising have 

benefited all who attend our 

Church and therefore the 

expenditure associated with such 

work is wholly justified but the 

net effect is that the reserves                  

previously held for fabric                    

purposes have been spent up.        

So we will have to seek financial 

assistance through grants and 

such like if we are to fund the             

required repair works.  

 

The report highlighted the 

condition of the middle and 

bottom flight of steps leading 

down from the main Church door 

to Tweed Green. This was 

something that the Fabric group 

have been monitoring for the last 

number of years and really it was 

no surprise when we were 

instructed to close off the steps 

immediately for health and safety 

reasons. As all in the 

congregation are aware the two 

affected flights of steps are now 

fenced off pending consideration 

as to what is to be done with 

them.   

 

Much consideration has gone on 

these past months in relation to 

the options open to us. On 5th 

December 2018 ,I presented a 

paper to the Kirk Session laying 

out these options and making a 

particular recommendation. 
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 Report for December 2018 Kirk Session  

   Regarding the Steps  

 

Recently Bob Marshall and myself attended a Church of Scotland 

seminar the topic of which was Buildings Maintenance. It proved to 

be very informative and also encouraging. It would seem that grants 

and/or loans are available from the Church of Scotland Trustees with 

the chance of success being higher if the works for which the 

application relates are quinquennial inspection related works. 

However it is recommended that any such applications be made in 

years one and two following the inspection as any later and questions 

may arise as to why it has taken so long to apply.  

 

Before the fabric team can get started on making application for 

grants we need to decide what are the priorities in terms of the works 

identified in the quinquennial inspection report. To allow us do that 

we need to get from the Kirk Session a clear instruction as to what is 

to be done in relation to the steps. That is the reason for my taking 

this matter to the Kirk Session.  

 

As you are all aware, we have been required to close off two of the 

three flights of steps which lead from Tweed Green up to the main 

Church door, this following the quinquennial inspection of  the 

Church buildings earlier this year 2018.  Meantime for health and 

safety reasons the affected flights of steps have been fenced off.   

 

During the time since, I have been engaged with a number of people 

seeking their thoughts and advice so as to allow me to report back to 

the Kirk Session as to any proposed solution and/or alternatives.   

 

These discussions have proved very valuable and thought provoking 

and here, as I see it, are the various options open to us as a Church 

as we seek to move forward this situation. These include, 

• removing and replacing the two flights of steps  

• removing and replacing the middle flight of steps which are by 

far the most dangerous whilst at the same time carrying out 

remedial works on the bottom flight using reusable steps 

Following a lengthy discussion it 

was agreed to defer any decision 

regarding what is to be the 

approach to the steps until the 

next meeting of the Kirk Session 

on the 6th February 2019. This 

was to allow for an article to be 

included in this edition of the 

magazine informing the 

congregation of the inspection 

report findings in general and the 

steps in particular.  

 

Following on is my report to the 

5th December 2018 Kirk Session 

previously referred to - 
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recovered from the middle flight this in conjunction with some 

special patching measures  

• doing absolutely nothing at present until we resolve other 

matters related to the main Church building in terms of the 

other works identified in the quinquennial report and also the 

considerations of Restoration  

• consider doing away with the two condemned flights of steps 

and engaging our thoughts on how better we can use the steep 

slope on the south aspect of our Church  

 

I have no actual cost for replacing both flights of steps as per option 

one or replacing the middle flight of steps along with repairs works to 

the bottom flight of steps as per option two.  We have from last year 

an indicative price of £24K to replace both flights of steps as per 

option one but this must be taken as a guide figure only as costs will 

have risen and it was an off the cuff price from a contractor on the 

day of his meeting with us. Further, It is my belief that it is not right 

to ask any contractor to formally price up the job without a probable 

end result given the cost involved. Also, before we get to a tender 

stage it will be necessary to have some contracted in engineering 

assistance with regard to aspects of the work involved, this to 

safeguard us in years to come.   

 

 

Mindful of our financial position there is for me an important factor to 

be considered with regard to what we do with the steps and that is 

‘value for money’. Of recent, up to the required closure, the steps 

were open only on a Sunday and also when we have a wedding or a 

funeral in the Church. On those occasions the usage by those 

attending our Church is low, given the steepness of the steps. In fact 

you tend to find that when they are open the majority of people using 

them are shortcutting to the High Street. Bearing in mind our 

responsibilities relating to keeping the Church building wind and 

water tight and comfortable for our congregation, is it value for 

money for us, as a Church, to spend such a large sum of money 

restoring the steps when that same money could be used to help us 

address the many other works that are identified within the 

quinquennial report plus other aspects of  the Church for which 

finance is required.   

 

I very much understand what may be the thoughts of some, that being 
that the steps are an integral part of the front aspect of our Church. 
However, in terms of actual usage the main access to our Church is 
that direct from the High Street. At this time the Kirk Session is well 
aware of the ongoing considerations relating to Restoration and 
Vision. Amongst the many aspects under review is to promote and 
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better emphasise the access from the High Street to our Church. 
Closing off what is a little used access via the steps would be very 

much in line with such consideration 

 

A particular hobby horse of mine is the deplorable condition of the 

Bakehouse a facility for which we levy a user charge. I have accepted 

and understand the reasoning that nothing of any consequence will 

be undertaken with regard to the Bakehouse until the considerations 

of Restoration are completed, a process which will decide the future 

of the Bakehouse. I recognise also that the majority usage of this 

facility is by groups out with our Church but I would ask the question 

how can we justify spending a large amount of money on little used 

steps if we are not prepared to spend money on a facility that 

benefits not only our Church but the community. 

 

Having spent a lot of time over the last few months looking at the 

Church steps and the grass bank I have noted an opportunity to do 

something radical. I would suggest that to do anything to restore 

access via the steps is not a cost effective option. I would recommend 

that we close the steps and look into removing the middle and 

bottom flights of steps, wholly or partially, and infill and grass that 

area. There is an opportunity of using the existing flat area at the 

bottom of the top flight of steps for the formation of a quiet area 

incorporating possibly some form of sensory garden. This would also 

continue to afford access to the lovely view. There are other 

possibilities with regard to the banking and to make best use of this 

opportunity, advice would need to be sought.  

 

I see this as a opportunity provided by God and ask the Kirk Session 

to agree that we do not replace or repair the middle and bottom 

flights of steps leading down to Tweed Green. Instead we look to 

close them and if possible removing them, wholly or partially, and 

using the flat area at the bottom of the top flight of steps to create, 

with advice, some form of quiet area. This should be regarded as a 

project for 2019 that we seek funding support from the 

congregation.  

 

Jim Yuill, Ministry Leader, Property and Fabric 

 If any member of the congregation has questions, comments or 

suggestions after reading this article, then I ask that they be     

communicated to Heather in the Church office before 30 January 

2019. I will come back to you for discussion on any matters raised 

prior to the Kirk Session meeting.  

Jim Yuill 
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We were very fortunate to be able 

to welcome Barry Hughes to our 

Sunday Morning Service on 2 

December.  Barry has completed 

his ministry training and has been 

appointed to be minister of St 

Mark’s Church, Stirling. 
 

The ladies of Scraps and 

Scriptures marked  the occasion 

by presenting Barry with a 

banner…to remind him of the 

many good times he had at St 

Andrews Leckie Church. 

Carrie Duthie explained how the 

banner came about … 

In the past… as we all know, Barry 

led Chattabox week in the 

summer … a couple of years ago 

was in fact the last time before he 

left us to train for full time 

ministry.  

 

The worship and the music was 

great and Barry taught the 

youngsters  a song.... one we still 

sing on Sunday mornings….”"As 

for me and my house…as for me 

and my family…as for me and my 

children…we will praise the 

Lord!.”"  and you know when a 

tune gets into your head and goes 

around and around ? ?   It stuck 

with the ladies in Scraps and 

Scriptures and they decided that 

this would be the verse they’d use 

on the banner.  Each person made 

a  patchwork block of a house … 

lots of different types/sizes etc., 

and one or two of the blocks are 

actual places in Peebles.  

 

We are hoping  this  banner 

will  be hung in his new Manse, 

Church Hall, or somewhere to 

remind Barry and the family of all 

the good times here at SAL 

 

A gift to Barry - to say 

THANKYOU” and our prayers are 

with you and your family! 
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It’s two years since we promoted 

the Alpha Bible in One Year 

reading plan. Those of us who 

have been using the plan have 

found it helpful in reading 

through the Bible in a systematic 

way and we’ve been drawn to 

books of the Bible that may not 

get our attention on a regular 

basis. Each day we are presented 

with a reading from a Psalm, New 

Testament and Old Testament 

and with each reading there is a 

short commentary and a prayer. 

You don’t have to read all the 

commentaries, the important 

thing is to read the Bible passages 

and pray the short prayers. 

 

A number of people have 

commented on how a particular 

reading on a certain day has been 

so appropriate for what they are 

facing on that day. It may be a 

word of encouragement from a 

Psalm or just a reminder from the 

New Testament of who God is in 

Jesus and what He can do, even 

for the small things we face on a 

day to day basis.  

 

For example, you will be aware  

that Kenny Borthwick visited us   

at one of our evening services in 

November. He spoke about how 

the Holy Spirit had moved in great 

ways during his ministry in the 

Orkney Islands, Wick and Thurso,  

and encouraged us, as a church, 

to pray that God would similarly 

move in power in Peebles. It was 

no coincidence that the Bible in 

One Year Old Testament readings 

for that week were from Ezekiel 

and spoke about the 'Longing for 

the Outpouring of the Holy Spirit’. 

In this passage  Ezekiel saw a 

picture of water pouring out from 

under the temple. The water 

gushed out and became a river 

that is first ankle deep, then knee 

deep, then waist deep and 

eventually ‘it was a river over my 

head, water to swim in, water no 

one could possibly walk through’ 

 

Other people have mentioned how 

it’s been a great way to build their 

prayer life. Here’s an example of a 

prayer ‘Lord, help me to run with 

perseverance the race marked out 

for me, to fix my eyes on Jesus 

and never to grow weary nor lose 

heart’. The prayers are usually 

short and relate to the Bible 

passage. 

 

As today’s generation would say 

‘there’s an app for that’ and that’s 

true for the Bible in One Year. You 

can download it today on to your 

smart phone or tablet through the 



 

20 

the App store or go to the 

following website 

https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/ 

 

There are a number of paper 

copies of the reading plan for the 

year available from the office. If 

you would like to know more 

about some of the other 

resources that are available then 

please speak to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have already noticed 

some new shelves containing 

books that have appeared in the 

church hall. This is our new book 

library! 

The library has a small number 

of books which are a mix of  

modern and contemporary         

as well as classics which have 

stood the test of time. 

There are books by John Stott, 

Tim Keller, Philip Yancey, John 

Ortberg, CS Lewis and many 

more. Hopefully the books  

cover a wide range of current  

issues as well as providing an           

opportunity to read about            

specific bible topics and                 

passages. 

 

There is no set period for a book 

loan just follow the process as 

follows; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The library will be out on a table  

with the tea and coffee most   

Sundays before and after the 

church services. It will also be 

available during the week as it is 

located on the first window recess 

on the right as you enter the 

church hall. 

 

As the awareness and use of the 

library grows it is hoped to create 

a book ordering service where, if 

you have read a book and would 

like your own copy, you can order 

via the library.  

 

• Pick a book 

• Write the details on 

the sheet (name of 

book, your name, and 

your contact  details, 

date book taken out)  

• Return the book and 

note the date                  

returned,on the sheet 

https://www.bibleinoneyear.org/
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In 2019, we are encouraging the 

whole church family to use the 

New City Catechism. A 

catechism is a tool that has 

helped ordinary people for 

centuries to get a better handle 

on what we believe as 

Christians by asking and 

answering questions directed at 

the Bible. The New City 

Catechism gives 52 questions 

and answers – one for every 

week of the year. The great 

thing about it is that there is 

both an adult and a children’s 

version, so whole families can 

take part. Robert Wilson shares 

more on why this is a challenge 

worth taking... 

A catechism is a practical and 

simple way of schooling and 

grounding us in the Word of God. 

They are a great way for 

congregations to have a common 

set of questions directed at the 

Bible. 

As members of The Church of 

Scotland, the Church’s standards 

of belief are to be found in the 

Old and New Testament and in 

the Church's historic Westminster 

Confession of Faith. It maybe that 

you know very little about the 

Westminster Confession of Faith, 

except for possibly picking up on 

the odd reference to it at a 

membership or induction service. 

Tim Keller and Sam Shammas 

have put together a publication 

called the New City Catechism 

which applies the principles of the 

Westminster Confession of Faith 

using modern day language.  

It is hoped that, as a Church, we 

would use this new resource to 

learn or be reminded of the 

central truths of our Christian 

faith. The New City Catechism is a 

modern day resource which lays 

out 52 questions and answers 

relating to God, human nature, 

sin, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and 

more. The idea would be to read 

one question and answer each 

week thereby completing the 

programme in a year. This will 

hopefully result in us having a 

greater understanding of our faith 

that better equips us to practically 

live it out and give answers to 

others when our faith is 

questioned. 

This resource can be used by 

individuals, families and small 

groups. It can be used on your 

iPad (there’s an app) or on your 

computer’s browser, and it 

features both text and video 

meditations on the catechism 

questions. There are also a series 

of books for children and adults 

and the material is laid out in an 

easy to use style as shown on the 

next page: 

A catechism is a practical and simple way                      

of schooling and grounding us in the Word of God.  
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It is divided into 3 parts to make 

it easier to learn in sections and 

to include some helpful divisions: 

PART 1 = God, creation and fall, 

law (20 questions); 

PART 2 = Christ, redemption, 

grace (15 questions); 

PART 3 = Spirit, restoration,   

growing in grace (17 questions). 

It is a joint adult and children’s 

catechism. In other words, the 

same questions are asked of both 

children and adults, and the 

children’s answer is always  

part of the adult answer. This 

means that as parents are 

teaching it to their children they 

are learning their answer to the 

question at the same time, albeit 

an abridged version. The adult 

answer is always an 

expanded version of the 

children’s answer. In the 

adult version the 

children’s answer 

appears in colour to 

differentiate it from the 

longer adult answer. 

The New City Catechism 

website has a wide 

range of resources for 

all ages, there are also a 

number of books 

available and these are 

available from Robert 

Wilson or online, more 

information can be 

found here;  

http://

newcitycatechism.com/ 

http://newcitycatechism.com/
http://newcitycatechism.com/
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A  - is for adoring You Lord, every single day 

B  - bless me Father when to You I pray 

C  - come Holy Spirit fill me anew 

D  - doubts and fears Lord, do not come from You 

E  - every day I want to feel You near 

F  - faithfully when I call on You Lord, I know You hear 

G  - graciously You love us and forgive us too 

H  - Heavenly Father I love to worship You 

I  -  in everything we do and say 

J  - Jesus You are there for us every night and day 

K  -  kindness, patience and mercy too 

L  - lovingly, though in pain You died to make us new 

M  - meek and mild oh let us be 

N  - nobody but You Jesus could have set us free 

O  - omnipotent that’s what You are; born in a stable      

under a star 

P  -  pleading on our behalf at the throne of grace 

Q  - quietly on the cross You took our place 

R  - reading Your word faithfully every day 

S  - silently coming before You when we pray     

T  - trusting You in circumstances good or bad 

U  - understanding You are always there, happy or sad 

V  - victorious we are when we refuse to fear 

W  - when we rejoice  because we feel you near 

X  - excitement in our heart when we sing Your praise 

Y  - yes and overjoyed when we walk in Your ways 

Z  - zeal, getting to know You better each day, growing 

in love and grace the more we learn and pray. 

Wilma Barrett 
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We all had a fun afternoon at Salt 

Fellowship  on Thursday 25
th

 

October with ‘Name that Tune’ 

to start with, which included     

traditional songs as well as good 

old fashioned tunes that most     

remembered from their era.  

Each person was given a board 

with names of tunes on it. The 

object was to name the tune  

and also try to complete the  

covering of the tune names on 

your board. First person to  

complete their board was the 

winner. Next we had ten 

questions beginning with the 

letter B, the range of answers 

was exceptional and very few  

had the same. The competition 

between the men and the  

woman was tight until the last 

question when the men were 

pipped at the post. Sheila read 

out a poem about turning 80 

years or age during our cuppa 

and biscuit which we all enjoyed. 

 

On 8th November we were all at 

the “pictures” or cinema as it  

would now be called. This was a 

lovely afternoon with the 

traditional ice cream, crisps and 

sweets to munch as we watched 

and enjoyed “Singing in the Rain” 

 

 

On the afternoon of 22nd 

November we had some 

talented, jovial and well behaved 

visitors. This was a visit from the 

children of Halyrude Primary 

school. The children sang a 

mixture of Christmas songs and 

other songs, popular and  

favourites with the children. All 

enjoyed their repertoire.  After 

the children had biscuits and 

juice they chatted with members 

of the group before heading back 

to school.   

 

13th December was party time 

as we celebrated the birth of 

Jesus. Following a Bible reading 

and prayer, Bob Harrison 

accompanied us on keyboard as 

we sang well known carols. We 

are grateful to Bob for joining us. 
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Open Doors 

Update 

                     

Happy New Year to all Psalm 

readers and I hope that you have 

all had a peaceful and blessed 

time. Like many people I believe 

that the New Year is a time for 

reflection where we think of the 

past year and look forward to 

continually walking with God in 

faith in the new year.  For many 

believers across the world the 

start of a new year however is not 

the peaceful and safe reflective 

time that we experience but 

instead for many following God it 

is a difficult and dangerous time.  

The following article focuses on 

life as a Christian in Morocco at 

this time.   

 

'My father would kill me' -             

Secretly following Jesus in           

Morocco 
 

“I am so afraid that my parents 

will find out. My father would  

kill me.” 

 

These are the words of Nadeen*, 

a young secret believer from 

Morocco. When she says her 

father would kill her if he found 

out about her hidden faith, that 

isn’t just a turn of phrase. She’s 

being deadly serious. 

 

Nadeen is a 21-year-old student 

from a Muslim family, who came 

to faith after meeting another 

Christian. When she first decided 

to follow Jesus, she told her 

family straight away. “My family 

was very angry with me, and my 

father beat me when he heard it,” 

she says. 

 

So now, she pretends that she is 

still a Muslim. She wears a hijab, 

following the traditional 

interpretation of Islam of her 

parents. She doesn’t go to church 

on a Sunday. But she continues to 

follow Jesus in secret – despite 

the risks. 

 

“Thank God, I found a way to 

meet with some other Christians 

on another day in the week. We 

organised that in a way that my 

family doesn’t get suspicious,” 

says Nadeen. 

 

Nadeen’s story is just one of 

many. Colin*, an Open Doors 

worker who coordinates our work 

in some parts of North Africa, 

explains, “Moroccans are 

considered, by default, to be 

Muslims. Converts are seen as 

‘infidels’, betrayers of the religion 

of their parents. 

 

“Of course, some conversions are 

accepted by the family, but in 

general the family wouldn’t speak 

with the outside world about the 

conversion, as they consider it a 

shame. 

 

“Other families don’t accept the 

conversion, like Nadeen’s family. 
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Their families threaten them,  

turn physically violent, and do 

everything they can to make their 

children return to Islam.” 

 

When converts reject returning to 

Islam they are sometimes 

expelled from their family and 

their home; they could lose 

everything. “Nadeen says that her 

family might even kill her, and 

she is being serious about that,” 

says Colin. 

 

Nadeen has a hard life as a secret 

believer – she lives in constant 

fear that she may be discovered. 

But for now, this seems to be the 

only way that she can follow 

Jesus. And she isn’t alone. 

Nadeen is connected to a little 

house church, and she is being 

discipled by the couple who      

lead it. 

 

Your support and prayers enable 

Open Doors to work with house 

churches like this one in Morocco, 

to support believers like Nadeen – 

thank you so much. 

 

Please pray for protection for 

Nadeen. Pray that the hearts of 

her family members might be 

softened, so that one day, they 

might worship Jesus together. 

And pray for courage and 

strength for other Moroccan 

believers, and that their faith 

might grow, despite the 

persecution they face.  

*name changed for protection 

purposes 

 

On 16 January, Open Doors will 

be launching the 2019 World 

Watch List in Parliament, helping 

our leaders to understand the 

extreme persecution facing 

Christians around the world.  

 

Please pray that many politicians 

will attend and do what they can 

to help. 

   

If anyone would like to learn more 

about Open Doors, please get in 

touch with me.  I have copies of 

monthly prayer diaries that I can 

deliver to you should you wish or 

they can be found on the church 

website/Facebook. Every day 

there is a short prayer to help.   

 

For those who are a whizz on the 

internet (not me!) you can see 

Open Doors latest news and sign 

up for weekly email prayer alerts 

at www.opendoorsuk.org/email 
    

Hope you all have many blessings 

in 2019 and I pray that we will 

continually pray for and support 

our persecuted brothers and 

sisters around the world.  

 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/email
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Update from John Allan, 

our Youth Worker 

I hope 2019 has started well for 

you and that you had opportunity 

to encounter Jesus in new ways 

over Christmastime. I had some 

time off and am starting this new 

term eager to see what God is 

going to do here, both in our 

church and in our community. 

 

Impact Scripture Union group at 

the High School is going well. In 

December we used a three week 

resource from S.U. called “Shine” 

which encouraged the group in 

the first two sessions to Shine for 

Jesus and be obedient to Jesus’ 

command to Go and tell others 

about Him. The final session was 

for the group to invite friends 

along to and we had three new 

people along. Pray for boldness in 

opportunities for these young 

people to share their faith with 

others. Who could you tell about 

Impact? We meet in Room M1, 

Wednesdays, 13:30. 

 

Drop-In Youth Club. Fridays 

19:45-21:15. In the previous 

Psalm I said we were going to try 

moving into the sanctuary from 

the hall, as it would be a larger 

and more versatile space for 

youth club activities. We’ve 

actually expanded even more and 

now we’re using the hall for 

football/uni-hoc; the Session 

room for video games; the Vestry 

is turned into Soul Space (we had 

to move Soul Space out of the 

High School as 

they needed 

the room so it 

made good 

sense to 

provide a 

prayer/quiet 

space at youth club) and the 

Sanctuary is where we have the 

table tennis and other games. 

We’ve been having up to 19 

young people along, so it’s good 

to use more space so we can offer 

more activities. Increased 

numbers attending means we 

really do need to increase our 

adult helpers too. If you want to 

know how you can get involved 

please ask me. Please pray those 

who come will meet Jesus. I’m 

reminded of Kenny Borthwick’s 

account of being on a youth 

weekend and not being able to 

find a room where young people 

were not calling on God in prayer! 

I would love to see more people 

gravitate towards Soul Space to 

pray than the hall to play football. 

 

7up. We’re continuing with the 

syllabus from Urban Saints 

Energize material. Last term we 

looked at people such as Caleb, 

Deborah, Gideon and David. This 

term is all about Jesus, his 

growing up, starting his ministry 

and his death and resurrection in 

time for Easter. We’ve enjoyed 

having other adults from the 

congregation out to meet the 
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group and be interviewed about 

their journey of faith and role in 

the church, etc. This helps 

intergenerational relationships to 

grow but also, we are going into 

this term with less helpers for a 

number of good reasons so if you 

would like to come out and meet 

with our young people that would 

be amazing and it means we can 

fill gaps in the rota. Please pray 

this group will encounter the 

Risen Jesus as we read the bible 

and pray each week. 

 

Getting Kids Through Church 

Course I’m going to be running 

this 8 week course (based on the 

book “Getting your kids through 

church without them ending up 

hating God”) again this term and I 

would encourage you all to come. 

It is for the whole church, not just 

parents with young families or 

those involved in childrens / 

youth work or church leaders. 

You’ll have heard the saying “It 

takes a village to raise a child”, in 

the same way it takes a church to 

raise a disciple. In Matthew 19:14 

Jesus said, “Let the little children 

come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.” There 

are things we do as Christians 

that do hinder children coming 

to Jesus. This course helps us 

know what those things are so 

that we can avoid them and really 

nuture faith in our children by 

including and involving them 

well. 

 

Last Psalm I asked you to email 

me your answer to this question: 

What is the one thing you think 

we should be doing with/for 

our young people that we are 

not currently doing? I did not 

get any replies so I’ll ask again. I 

am genuinely interested to hear 

from you, since we’re in this 

together. Email me 

john@standrewsleckie.co.uk with 

PSALM as the subject line. 

Thanks 

 

 

If we desire our faith to be strengthened, we 

should not shrink from opportunities where  

our faith may be tried, and therefore,                           

through trial, be strengthened. 

George Muller 

 

. 

mailto:john@standrewsleckie.co.uk
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Thailand so far… 

I’m writing this just a few days 

shy of the three months since I 

hauled my (very full) backpack 

and fiddle off to London and then 

boarded an eleven-hour-long 

flight to reach Bangkok. It almost 

seems impossible that I’ve been 

here quite so long; I’ve managed 

to fit in so much and yet it still 

only feels like yesterday that I 

arrived. It’s been quite a 

whirlwind. 

 

There are ten of us volunteering 

in five different parts of Thailand 

this year. Each of us has been 

paired off with another                      

similar-minded school-leaver and 

all of us are keen for some new 

experiences and the chance to 

step beyond the familiar 

parameters of home. It’s the 

unknowns and the unexpected 

which seem to be making this a 

year to remember and so far there 

have been quite a few fresh 

unfamiliarities: the people, the 

language, our accommodation, 

the climate, the culture, the 

uninvited residents… I’m keeping 

a journal as a reminder but it’s 

hard to imagine I’ll forget!    

 

One of the most significant 

unknowns is who we’ll be 

partnered with for the next eleven 

or so months. 

Fortunately, 

Project Trust 

tries to match volunteers          

according to their interests and 

personalities etc. and thankfully 

Lauren (another Scot) and I have 

become great friends and I feel 

very blessed to have her as my 

Thailand 

companion.   

 

We reached 

Bangkok on the 

8
th

 of September 

and were 

greeted by our 

country reps, 

Ayden and Nic. 

They were our 

guides around the city for the first 

few hours, after which we were 

left to explore Bangkok ourselves 

for the next two days. We were 

then bundled onto buses and sent 

off to our different projects. After 

a long ten-hour bus journey, 

Lauren and I arrived in Phana at 

four in the morning.  

 

We spent the next week living 

with our host family. We warmed 

to them immediately as they fed 

us about 5 meals a day, not 

including snacks, and spent their 

evenings after work showing us 

the different highlights of Phana 

Update from Mairi Clarke 

on her year volunteering 

with Project Trust in  

Thailand 

Mairi’s Year In 
Thailand 

Volunteering for 
Project Trust 
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(mainly temples and the locally 

famous monkey sanctuary, which 

we loved). We were also thrown a 

very special welcome party. After 

being dressed up by our host 

family in the traditional Thai dress 

(long skirts and fancy lacey tops 

with a little silver belt to finish it 

off), we were driven to a hall full 

of people who had never met us 

before, but were there to 

celebrate us becoming a part of 

their community. I can’t really 

explain how I felt, but I think I 

was just in awe of how generous 

and friendly these complete 

strangers were. After an 

incredible buffet of sep (Issan 

language for delicious) dishes, I 

was asked to play my fiddle for 

them. This was rather daunting! 

However, I managed, with the 

help of Lauren acting as my music 

stand, to play them a few wee 

tunes and fortunately this seemed 

to go down well.   

 

After a week of living with our 

hosts, our beds and bags were 

bundled into the back of a van 

and we hopped onto our bikes 

and cycled through the torrential 

rain to our new home for the year. 

This was an exciting day as I got 

very much into decorating my 

room. These early days passed 

quickly as we settled into our little 

house and got into the rhythm of 

cooking three meals a day for 

ourselves (lots of rice and eggs!). 

We also enjoyed discovering the 

weekly markets, as well as what 

were to become some of our 

favourite hangout spots (the air-

conditioned cafes with warm 

beverages and rather rich ice-

cream and brioche deserts). We 

also visited all four of the schools 

we were going to be teaching in 

and introduced ourselves to the 

students and teachers. 

Introducing myself as ‘Teacher 

Crab’ (Crab being the Thai nick-

name that I was given by my host 

family), got the students into fits 

of laughter. (Still not sure why it 

was quite so funny!)  

 

It was soon time for us to leave 

our home behind again as we 

headed off to Chiang Mai for our 

Thai language course. This 

involved a rather tedious 18-hour 

bus ride, but we were very excited 

to reunite with our fellow 

volunteers and swap stories of 

our varying experiences. Whilst 

staying in this vastly beautiful 

city, we tried to cram in as much 

Thai learning as possible, as well 

as making the most of being in 

one of the most stunning parts of 

Thailand. We took day trips at the 

weekends to landmarks such as 

Doi Suthep (a 

temple at the 

highest point in 

northern 

Thailand), the 

Grand Canyon, 

Sticky Waterfall, 

night markets and 

we also managed 

to go on a three-

day trek in the 

jungle with 

elephants. It was a crazy three 

weeks, which was much enjoyed 
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by all and we were sad when we 

had to part ways and head back 

to our projects.  

 

On returning to Phana, we finally 

got down to planning lessons and 

prepping resources for the start 

of teaching. During the first 

official week of work, we were 

just asked to help out in the 

nursery as all the other schools 

were on holiday, so this was a 

rather pleasant way to ease 

ourselves into it all. We spent 

hours every day being used as 

human climbing frames, pushing 

swings, building elaborate lego 

structures, chanting the alphabet 

and playing animal charades. 

Over the next week we started 

work at all the other schools and 

our schedules rapidly filled up 

with classes of all ages, ranging 

from 2-15 years old. We spend a 

day a week in each school, apart 

from one which we spend 2 days 

in (luckily that one is our 

favourite). I tend to set a loose 

topic of what I want to teach each 

week and alter how I go about 

teaching it to each level. Songs 

and games are staples in each 

lesson, especially the good old 

hokey cokey, which seems to 

have gone down particularly well 

with some of my age 5-7 classes. 

Apart from a couple of unruly 

classes and witnessing some 

corporal punishment, I seem to 

have acclimatised really well into 

the teaching environment, and I 

am very much enjoying working 

with the loving little kids.  As well 

as being fully immersed in the 

teacher’s life, we attend one 

festival or function almost every 

week, sometimes more. These are 

always big, fancy affairs, as it is 

the Thai culture to go all-out with 

presentation and effort when it 

comes to any form of celebration. 

We never quite know how a day is 

going to go until are living it, 

because the Thais are full of 

surprises and seem to like to 

spring things on us at a 

moment’s notice - which I really 

like as it keeps things exciting.  

 

We have some plans over 

Christmas and New Year to meet 

up with the other volunteers 

again. This might involve us 

taking a wee excursion to 

Bangkok to indulge in some more 

western luxuries before we get 

back into the rigorous weekly 

time-table of teaching again. 

Everything has been very different 

from what I expected it to be, but 

in a good way (apart from the 

rodents!). I am looking forward to 

seeing how the rest of the year 

unfolds and hope to keep you 

posted on how I get on. Thank 

you to everyone who helped make 

this opportunity into a reality for 

me. Any prayers for us both are 

much appreciated.  Sa wa di kha! 
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W 
 inter Walks  

It was dry and sunny for the  

November walk Starting at the 

bridge just before Dawyck we 

walked back up the Tweed, on a 

path edged by beech trees in  

their autumn glory, until we 

reached Dawyck Mill where we 

crossed the Tweed. From        

there we walked through the 

grounds of Stobo Castle and the 

Japanese garden, from where we 

took another good track                

along the edge of woodland and 

found an apparently ownerless 

dog was accompanying us. He 

had a tag with a phone number 

and we found out the owner was 

at the end of the track wondering 

where his dog was so they were 

reunited. Finally we walked down 

the road past Alterstane Farm and 

read the new information board 

telling the story of Merlin and St. 

Mungo. 

 

 

The December walk was a short 

one up the Sware from                   

Southparks, round the Spoon 

Wood, down to Old Manor Bridge 

where we had a short break               

before going to Manor Bridge and 

back by the track on the north 

side of the river. After some              

discussion at the viaduct and 

checking that we had enough 

smartphones with torches we            

returned through the tunnel.               

Finally we reached the Green Tree 

where we were welcomed as usual 

and had a light lunch. 

 

A brief stop on Old Manor Brig 

 

1 February     

      Circular walk  

        from Stobo 

We usually meet in Kingsmeadows car park 

in time to set off at 10am. Contact Helen 

Fox if necessary for further information.  

 

foxhelenm@googlemail.com/   

01721 724280. 

Next planned walk  

mailto:foxhelenm@googlemail.com
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Lyne & Manor Church 

Burns Night Supper 

at Neidpath Castle 

Saturday 26 January 

7pm 

 

Tickets £15.00 each 

Tickets from Lucy 

Woodd  

(01721 740278) or 

lucywoodd@me.com  

 

 

 

 

 
24 hour prayer event 

Friday 1 February 

6-6.30pm opening  prayer and praise 

7.30-8.30pm sharing testimony 

9-10pm listening prayer 

 

Saturday 2 February 

11am-12pm children and families’ time 

1-2pm healing prayer 

4-5pm prayer drive leaving from church 

5.30-6pm closing thanksgiving  
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A Day at the Palace 

On.Tuesday 16
h

 October, it was 

our pleasure to welcome our own 

Kathleen Mason. Kathleen was  

the Church Safeguarding Officer 

but has now taken over the duties 

of Session Clerk on an Interim  

basis. On 12
th

 December 2017 

Kathleen received the prestigious 

MVO award, Member of the Royal 

Victorian Order, established in 

1896 by Queen Victoria, at     

Buckingham Palace from His Royal 

Highness, Prince William.  

Kathleen worked for 17 years in a 

local business before entering the 

employ of Peebles District Council  

which in 1996 became part of the 

Scottish Borders Council. While 

continuing to work there,        

Kathleen was chosen to become 

the Clerk to the Lord Lieutenant 

of Tweeddale in 1999. He,      

Kathleen informed us, is the 

Queen’s Representative in the  

Borders and there are 35 such 

appointments throughout              

Scotland.  The Lord Lieutenant’s 

duties involve organising                   

important events in his area such 

as Princess Anne’s visit to the  

Holland and Sherry Mill in October 

2017. As his Secretary, Kathleen 

was deeply involved with the  

complexities and the myriad of 

correspondence surrounding such 

events. During her time of service, 

Kathleen attended many                 

prestigious events such as the 

60
th

 Anniversary of the Queen’s 

Coronation at Westminster in June 

2013 and the Thanksgiving                

Service for the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee at Glasgow Cathedral in 

July 2012, and we were able to 

look at the beautiful Order of   

Services Kathleen had kept from 

these events.  

Recognition of her many years of 

Service came in the shape of an 

envelope with the Stamp of    

Buckingham Palace which had to 

be collected personally by                

Kathleen at our local Post Office.  

Unable to contain her curiosity, 

Kathleen opened the envelope 

‘there and then’ on the High 

Street!!  It was very difficult, she 

confessed, to keep the Award a 

secret until the Official Honours 

List was published.  

When at last the special day of the 

investiture arrived, Kathleen, who 

had travelled with her guests the 

night before, arrived at                     

Buckingham Palace at 10.00am 

prompt.  We were able to watch 

the video detailing the events of 

the morning and seeing Kathleen 

arriving and receiving her Honour. 

The video captured the intricate 

detail and the magnificent                  
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Atom’ and ‘Cuillen’.  

surroundings of the event. Where 

else would people gather in a 

waiting room and be surrounded 

by prized works of art by famous 

Masters? Magnificent sights and 

sounds followed as the carefully 

choreographed event,                

meticulously timed unfolded.    

We could feel the tension of the      

occasion as the recipients were 

given precise details and                 

instructions for the event which 

was stage managed with military 

precision.  

The Ceremony began as the              

magnificent Yeomen of the Guard 

paraded in, followed by Members 

of the Royal Household who 

flanked the Monarch’s                          

Representative, Prince William,            

on the dais. The National Anthem 

was played by the Orchestra                

located in the gallery as Prince 

William arrived. The whole              

Ceremony was conducted with 

grace, style and splendour and 

the Prince spoke knowledgably 

with each recipient about their 

Award. It was exciting to see 

Kathleen herself looking so                    

resplendent, approach and              

execute the perfect courtesy as 

the Prince pinned on her Medal. 

Our meeting broke into                     

spontaneous applause at                   

this part of the video!  

This Award for Voluntary Service 

is awarded in recognition of      

personal service to the Sovereign 

or Royal Family and thus not     

given lightly. Kathleen expects          

to give up her duties in the near 

future.  

The afternoon ended with all 

Members able to examine the 

MVO Medal presented to                 

Kathleen.  We were so pleased to 

share in the special day which I 

am sure Kathleen will always           

remember with lasting pride and 

pleasure.   

 

Our Christian Heritage –             

6
th

 November 

 

The Royal Mile in Edinburgh              

conjures up the picture of cafes, 

pubs and ghost tours of the Auld 

Toon. However, Paul and Isolde 

James Griffiths came to tell us of 

the work they have pioneered at 

the Christian heritage Centre           

located within St Columba’s Free 

Church right in the middle of the 

Royal Mile.  James and Isolde                

realised that much of society and, 

indeed in some instances                

Christians, were unaware or had 

forgotten the large part that the 

Church played in establishing and 

promoting education, social                   

reform, medical advances and 

many other aspects of the cultural 

inheritance which is ours today. In 

2009 James and Isolde decided 

that with its links with the past 

and association with the                      

Enlightenment, Edinburgh was the 

perfect place to setup am                    

Independent Evangelical Ministry. 

Nowadays people from all over 

the world and of every faith                

viewpoint can visit the centre and 

engage with its exhibitions                  

featuring the many people who 

have influenced our nation’s past 

e.g. John Knox.  We were                       

fortunate to see a film show of 
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some of these people from the 

past. However, their Ministry 

takes several forms. They have a 

Street Café in key places in the 

City where they can engage with 

Students, Clubbers as well as the 

people of Edinburgh both local 

and visitor.  Many resources, 

including Books, DVDs and Tracts 

are produced in a number of 

languages and our Ladies took 

full advantage of the book stall 

they had brought with them. 

Isolde, a beautiful trained singer, 

sang Psalm 121 for us, its words 

being very poignant for 

Remembrance Week - ‘He watches 

over me, and keeps me from 

harm’. Isolde uses her musical 

gift in outreach with her ‘Eternity 

Music Group’.  

In the summer months, James and 

Isolde together with their collie 

‘Abby’ – also a well-behaved 

visitor that day, conduct Celtic 

Tours which expose people to our 

wonderful heritage and to the 

Gospel message.  

In all James and Isolde’s 

endeavours they seek to bring the 

Gospel, engage with the 

intellectual mind of the City, and 

challenge the ideas that 

undermine belief in the Bible and 

faith In God.  

The Group took up a retiring 

offering in support of the work of 

the Centre of which this is but a 

brief snapshot.  I’m sure in future 

visits to Edinburgh some of us will 

pop in to the Centre to see and 

learn more.  

 

 

Peeblesshire Foodbank  

20
th

 November 

Christmas is often a time of 

indulgence, when we eat more 

treats than usual and enjoy large 

festive meals. We felt it was 

appropriate that we think about 

those less fortunate than 

ourselves during this season and 

invited the Peeblesshire Foodbank 

to tell us of their work.  

Established in 2013, it is a 

registered charity managed by 

Trustees under the auspices of 

the Trussel Trust.  It currently 

operates from a warehouse in the 

Cavalry Park Estate and is staffed 

by volunteers. The Trussel Trust 

provides guidance and a 

framework and, more importantly, 

a link to TESCO.  Not only does 

this Supermarket provide a food 

collection point, it also donates 

35p per kilo on the weight of food 

collected at the store.  

Clients are mainly referred to the 

Foodbank by official agencies, 

Social Work Departments, CAP, 

Health Visitors, Doctors, Schools 

etc.  I for one was surprised to 

hear that a large proportion of 

individuals using the Foodbank 

are single men. Often people are 

in distressing circumstances 

through unavoidable situations. 

Poor health, low pay, zero hours 

contracts, lack of work are some 

of the reasons why people do not 

have enough income for food. 

Problems with the Benefit System 

with delayed payment is also a 

contributing factor.  

The aim of the Foodbank is to 
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meet an urgent, short-term crisis 

by providing nutritious food for 3 

days. Cavalry Park has 4 teams 

each with a leader who take it in 

turn to have the contact phone 

and a key for the Food store for a 

week.  The team endeavours to 

pack a box with as balanced a 

variety of items as possible and 

deliver as required to the client’s 

home. At this point in time staff 

have no training and, in fact, little 

opportunity to offer emotional 

support to the people with whom 

they engage. On two days of the 

week volunteers stack, date and 

sort the items and we were 

reminded that individuals often 

require personal toiletries as well 

as food. This is where the power 

of need is seen as any shortages 

posted on Facebook inevitably 

results in an abundance at that 

item being provided.  

The Foodbank does have to meet 

the cost of rent, insurance, phone 

and Trust fees amounting to 

some £3,500 per year. It is reliant 

on a National Collection Event in 

November, TESCO cash 

contributions and donations to 

continue its work.  The 

Communities of Innerleithen, 

Walkerburn, West Linton and 

Peebles are served by this 

endeavour and we appreciate all 

those volunteers who work so 

diligently. 

Listening to the work undertaken 

by Peeblesshire Foodbank served 

as a salutary reminder that in 

Matthew’s Gospel Jesus, in his 

teaching on the final judgment we 

must all face, cites our response 

to those who are hungry as a 

factor in that judgment’s 

outcome. ‘Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world. For I 

was hungry, and you gave me 

food’. (Mat 24:34-35) 

 

Christmas Celebrations  

 4
th

 December 

 

Our Group ended our 2018 series 

of meetings on a high note – in 

fact, several octaves of high 

notes, as the Peebles Singers 

entertained us with a very varied 

programme. They displayed great 

versatility in their performance 

which ranged from well-known 

songs from the Shows to a funny 

rendering of the famous Glasgow 

Tenement ditty, ‘the Jeely Piece’! 

My favourite was one written to 

mark a special birthday for the 

famous singer and actress, Julie 

Andrews. The well-known song 

from the Sound of Music, ‘My 

Favourite Things’, was given a 

new set of lyrics about the onset 

and characteristics of old age!   

1.‘walkers and handrails and new 

dental fittings 

Cataracts, hearing aids, exercise 

classes,  

polydent, fixodent, false teeth in 

glasses’  

It was truly hilarious but finished 

with the thought-provoking 

sentiment, ‘when I look back on 

the life that I’ve had, then I don't 

feel so bad’.  Surely a sentiment 

to be embraced when an 

immediate time of difficulty or 
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challenge threatens to blot out 

our memory of other blessed and 

happier parts of our total journey 

in life.  

The afternoon closed with a very 

moving time of Carol singing.  

With the addition of 12 or so 

guests we just about fitted in to 

the Church Hall as we sat around 

festive tables enjoying Christmas 

fayre!  

 

I am delighted to say we now have 

over fifty registered members and 

would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the ladies 

who, despite sometimes gloomy 

weather, come along to enjoy the 

fellowship and friendship of the 

group while receiving food for 

thought, cheery smiles and a 

welcome cup of tea! 

Morag Milloy 
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Your guide to what’s happening at the 

church over the next two months. 

Opportunities for fellowship and prayer 

House Groups 

Small groups that meet every 

fortnight in someone’s home, for 

fellowship, prayer and Bible study on 

the themes that have been explored 

through Sunday morning worship.  

Please contact the church office for 

further details. 

 

Lunch & Chat 

Mondays 12 noon-1pm 

 

Women’s Group 

Tuesdays 2pm 

15 January; 5 & 19 February 

 

Prayer Time  

Wednesdays 8-10am in the church.  

The church is open for silent prayer 

and then at 9.40am there is a time of 

joint open prayer.  

 

Prayer for Revival 

Thursday mornings  

7-8am in the vestry 

 

Healing Prayer 

Meeting in the Church Hall on 

Saturdays 12 January; 9 February 

10.30am-12.30pm 

 

 

 

Parents and Toddlers Groups 

Wednesdays (Music Group) 

10-11am 

Thursdays 10-11am  

during school term time 

 

Fridays Tiny Toes (for under 1s) 

Meet throughout the year  

10-11.30am. 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 Contact the Church Office  

for more information. 

 

S.A.L.T. Friendship Group 

(formerly Senior Fellowship) 

Meet in the Church Hall 

Thursdays  

24 January; 14 & 28 February    

Activities for families and  

young people. There is a full 

programme for children  

and teenagers. 

Contact  John Allan  

john@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Further information from the church office  

(01721 723121)/office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 
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Door and collection duties 

 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

January                                           Welcomer 

Jacqueline Powell                                             Una Morris 

Mairi Tulloch                                                   

Carrie Duthie 

Beryl Schaedler 

Sunday Duty Officer: 

John Elliot 

 

February                                    Welcomer 

David Brackenridge                                      Patsy Germmell 

Anne Carruthers 

Malcolm Lumsden 

David Rowe  

Sunday Duty Officer:  

Linda Murray 

Drivers’ rota 

January  

 

06      David Brackenridge         David Brown        Greta Cameron 

13        Elizabeth Bintliff             Iain Coates           John Napier      

20       Colin Mackay                   David McKean       Nancy Forsyth 

27      Douglas Coltman             Alan Herd             Mairi Tulloch 

 

February  

03      David Brackenridge          David Brown         Greta Cameron 

10      Elizabeth Bintliff                Iain Coates            John Napier 

17      Colin Mackay                    David McKean       Nancy Forsyth  

24      Douglas Coltman              Alan Herd              Mairi Tulloch 
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Flowers 

06 Audrey Stark  Donor  

 Nancy Forsyth Arranger/Distributor 

   

13 Flower Fund Donor 

 Elaine Thomson Arranger 

 Catherine Walkinshaw Distributor 

   

20 Isabel Davies Donor 

 Elizabeth Herd Arranger 

 Cath Beaumont Distributor 

   

27 Mary Urquhart Donor 

 Nancy Forsyth Arranger 

 Nancy Gray Distributor 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/img/products/1364068463_MONTH-JulyPink1.5diametercircle_july.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/p301_month--july-pink-1.5-diameter-circle.html&h=721&w=750&tbnid=AVdjOI0A9SkbRM:&zoom
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Flowers 

03 Flower Fund    Donor  

 Ann Dodds Arranger 

 Morag Milloy Distributor 

   

10 Sheila Wilson Donor 

 Elizabeth Henderson Arranger 

 Margaret Stalker Distributor 

   

17 Margret Brodie  Donor 

 Sheila Potter Arranger/Distributor 

   

24 Joy Gardner Donor/Arranger 

 Alice Eunson Distributor 
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The deadline for items intended for  

Psalm 417 is Sunday February 10      

(March/April issue)  

All items for inclusion should be submitted to the  

church office by that date. 

 

2 Corinthians 9: vs 9 

He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor 

his righteousness endures for ever 

(New International Version)  

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE  

email: office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Tel: 01721 723121 

All correspondence relating to church matters should be sent 

to the Church, Eastgate, Peebles EH45 8AD  

Did you know, you can help the environment and view 

PSALM online? Simply go to: 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/psalm 
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The Minister  

 Rev Malcolm Jefferson  - minister@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -   725148 

 

 

Session Clerk  

Kathleen Mason  - kathleen@standrews leckie.co.uk  - 721999 

 

 

Treasurer    

 Iain Coates  -  treasurer@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -   723980 

 

 

Offerings and Gift Aid Co-ordinator 

 Bob Marshall  -  bob@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  722806 

 

 

Church Administrator   

Heather Collin  - office@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  723121 (Office)  

 

Data Administrator   

John Dimmock  -  johnd@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  723121 (Office)  

 

 

Prayer Promoter    

Carrie Duthie -  carrie@standrewsleckie.co.uk   -  724847 

 

 

Psalm Editorial Team 

  Jo Dubé &  Michelle Sterricks  - (Contact Church Office) 

 

 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator  

Malcolm Lumsden  - m.alumsden@btinternet.com  - 723185 

     

Youth Worker   

 John Allan  - john@standrewsleckie.co.uk  -  

 

 

Church Officer    

Vince Massie  -       721660 

 

    

   Your elder is: 


