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WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US IN SUNDAY WORSHIP AND TO 

TAKE PART IN OUR ACTIVITIES 

11am  

Morning worship, crèche, Sunday Club , 7Up Group 

6.30pm 

Evening Service 

  

 

Services and Readings 

Prayer and Praise The first      

Sunday of every month at 

6.30pm. (See alternative      

arrangement for April 1 on 

page 12) 
 

The other three Sundays will all 

follow the same format: 
 

Drawing Near: where we have 

an extended time of praise and 

sung worship. 

Encountering God: where we 

hear from the Word of God. 

Responding to God: where we 

close in praise. 

At the end of every service, we 

will have ongoing praise, tea 

and  coffee and the opportunity 

to receive confidential prayer       

ministry. 

 

 

Evening Services 

March  

04 

Where the river flows: 

Light and darkness: Acts 3: 1-26 
 

11 

Where the river flows: 

The Stand: Acts 4: 1-22 

 

18 

Where the river flows: 

How to Stand: Acts 4: 23-37: 

 

25 

Palm Sunday 

The King has come:: 

 John 12: 12-19  

 

 

 

April 

01 

Easter Sunday 

He is risen!: John 20: 1-123 
 

08 

Where the river flows: 

Obstacles in the way: Acts 5: 1-16 
 

15 

Where the river flows: 

Counterattack: Acts 5: 17-42 

 

22 

Where the river flows: 

Shining faces: Acts 6: 1-15 

 

29 

Where the river flows: Life and 

Death:  Acts 7: 1-8: 3 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE  

 

Beginning on March 5
th

, the words, “trypraying” will be displayed on 

Lothian buses for four weeks, as well as at Haymarket Station, and 

two digital billboards (for two weeks) at Edinburgh Gyle. 

“trypraying” banners will also be displayed outside churches across 

the capital city and beyond. 

 

What’s more, we at St. Andrews Leckie have an opportunity to get 

involved as we did five years ago. We will be handing out ‘trypraying’ 

booklets on Sunday mornings (if you can’t get along then ask your 

elder or someone in the congregation for one!). The booklet is a 

practical seven day guide that encourages you to “try praying for a 

week and see what happens”. It contains stories of answered prayer, 

ideas of things to do, important themes about how to connect with 

God and honest prayers. There’s also versions specifically designed 

for young people and children. 

 

The idea is simple. Use the booklet yourself for a week and then pass 

it on to someone else you know outside the church with the same 

invitation to “try praying for a week and see what happens”. David 

Hill, who wrote the booklet says that although it is helpful for 

Christians “it is unapologetically for those outside church, the 

irreligious and the self-respecting agnostic!” 

 

He shares what he longs for people to discover through trypraying: 

“The point of all this is that it is possible to come to know God in a 

personal way and to live life the way he intended….An outstanding 

earth-changing event happened after Jesus died, just as he said it 

would. He was restored to life again three days after he died. This 

was witnessed by scores of people over several weeks. As many as 

500 people saw him at one time. People always thought there was 

something special about Jesus but this was the ultimate 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

‘To be a Christ-centred church based on prayer and the  

word of God which, relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 

is a welcoming, caring fellowship committed to meaningful 

worship, teaching and active outreach.’ 

 

NEWS OF THE PARISH 

 

Funerals 

February 3 Catherine HAMILTON, 1/6 Dovecot Court, 

   Peebles 

  7 Alan URQUHART, 9 South Park West, Peebles 

  8 Helen ADAM, 24 Riverside House, Peebles 

  8 Jean MARSHALL, 25 Station Bank, Peebles 

        14       Marion ARMOUR, 60 Glensax Road Peebles 

    

demonstration of it. As a result they saw that he was the visible 

expression of the invisible God – God’s Son. For us, this means it is 

possible to get to know him today: he is alive and he said he would 

send his Spirit to live in those who believe in him.” 

 

On Sunday mornings we look forward to celebrating Easter and the 

good news that Jesus has died and risen for us. And we continue the 

thrilling journey in the book of Acts, with the church seeing God do 

wonderful things in the lives of more and more people as they 

shared their new found faith in Jesus. Trypraying gives us just one 

way we can become part of that story ourselves. 

 

                                                  Malcolm 



 

5 

AS Easter approaches, we find 

ourselves thinking more about the  

suffering, death and resurrection 

of  Jesus.   

 

During Holy Week the Church 

will be open on Wednesday 28th  

March - 8-10 am (as normal) 

and  10-12 noon on Thursday 

29th March and Friday 30th 

March (Good Friday).   

 

It is a quiet time of reflection 

when anyone can come into the 

church - for any length of time to 

pray and contemplate the love of 

God, what Christ has done for us 

on the cross and the work of the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

Our church is a place where we 

can receive from Christ and be 

drawn together as a family. Please 

take the  opportunity to come in 

to the church for a time of prayer, 

a time of  reflection and a time to 

share our worries and our feelings 

with God.  

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Service 

 30 March 

 7pm   

 Service in the  

Leckie Memorial Church 

 

Easter Sunday  

April 1   

 8am 

Leaving from the church, join us 

for an early morning walk up to 

the Sware car park where we will 

hold a short service of worship  

overlooking Peebles before         

returning for breakfast  

in the church hall. 

11am 

Easter morning Family Service 

(The children will leave for part of 

the Service) 

 

Evening 

(See details of alternative            

arrangements on page 12)  

 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
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Our next 24 hour prayer event  

will take place just before Holy 

Week begins. The event, allowing 

24 hours of continuous prayer, 

will help to create space for 

prayer and reflection as we draw 

closer to Easter and the theme of 

the event will be “Restoration”. 

Throughout the event we’ll be 

exploring what restoration in 

Christ means for our world, our 

community, our church and for  

us as individuals.  The church  

will be set up as a prayer space 

with quiet areas, creative prayer 

stations, things to read and 

consider.  There will be led slots 

over the 24 hours – details to 

follow but these will include 

worship on a restorative theme, 

listening and healing prayer as 

well as a set time for led 

children’s activities. The whole 

event will be open throughout  

the 24 hours and you are free 

to come at any time. Those who 

have come during the night  

have always said that this time          

felt particularly special. 

Please do consider becoming 

involved in the running of the 

event in some way. There are 

opportunities to help in setting 

up, to provide home baking for 

the event and of course to serve 

for an hour or two as a steward - 

stewards have to do very little and 

it is a great opportunity to spend 

some quiet time in prayer and 

reflection.  If there is anything 

that you might be able to help 

with then please just get in touch. 

A sign up sheet for stewards will 

be kept in the office.  Please pray 

that the event would be 

restorative for those who come, 

that it would run smoothly and 

that people from the wider 

community would get involved. 

Contact Pamela Kennedy (event 

organiser) or Carrie Duthie (ML 

Prayer) for further details. 

 

24 Hour Prayer Event 

6pm Friday 23 March-6pm Saturday 24 

March 
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Pastoral Care 

 

 
Hopefully the season of coughs, 
colds and ‘flu is all but behind us 
now, these bugs have meant that 
unfortunately many of the Pastoral 
Care Team have themselves 
required some TLC. I hope that 
you are all recovered and back to 
full fitness. 
 
Pastoral Care is about “walking 
alongside” members of our church 
family during times of illness, 
bereavement or times when a little 
helping hand is required. In order 
to do this we need to know about 
it, so please phone the church 
office and let Heather know, she 
will pass the message on.   “If  
we don’t know, we can’t go!” 
 
The Senior Fellowship continues 
and you will read about the 
meetings elsewhere in the 
magazine. However you may like 
to know that as part of the 
programme there will be another 
afternoon church service followed 
my tea and cake. The previous 
afternoon service of worship was 
very well received and I hope that 
you will come along to share in 
worship and fellowship. The 
afternoon service will be on 
Thursday 22nd March at 2pm  
please come and join us. If you 
need transport then phone the 
church office on the Monday 
before (19th) so that this can be 
arranged. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Another date for your diary is 
Saturday 17th March when 
there will be a coffee morning in 
the church hall. Some of you may 
know Matthew and Stuart 
MacDonald, teenage twins who 
live in Peebles and who have the 
learning disability - Fragile-X. 
Gillian, their Mum has a place to 
run in the London Marathon, and 
she would dearly love to raise 
£5,000 for the Fragile-X society 
which supports families affected 
by this condition. As a church we 
can help Gillian move towards 
meeting her aim - hence the 
coffee morning. So please come 
along and show your support. 
 
Please remember - 
communication is important and 
“If we don’t know we can’t go” 
also volunteers are needed. If you 
would like to discuss how you can 
help, please leave your details 
with Heather and I will call you. 
 
God Bless 

Pam Yuill 
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Year of Young People 

I am writing this following our 

amazing Year of Young People 

launch service in which we set  

out our church charter for how  

we celebrate, include, involve    

and encourage our children and 

young people to participate in  

the life of our church family. It 

was quite a moving service with 

all ages being involved in leading 

and serving as well as allowing 

opportunity for intergenerational 

conversation and getting to know 

one another, which is essential in 

growing fellowship, pastoral care 

and discipleship across different 

generations.  

 

Even though 2018 has been 

designated as the year of young 

people by the Scottish 

Government and this is being 

taken up by churches, schools 

and charities up and down the 

country, it really needs to be so 

much more than simply a year of 

a bit more focus on our young 

ones. This needs to be a turning 

point, a mile stone where we go 

forward with them in new and 

exciting ways of how we meet as 

God’s church. 

 

I spoke about how the young 

David went to face Goliath with 

faith in God 

but was 

expected  to 

wear the 

King’s adult 

sized armour 

which would have been a 

hindrance. There is a danger in 

assuming that for young people 

to lead and serve that they need 

to do it in the same way us adults 

would. David had faith in God 

where the adults had fear in 

Goliath. Plus, David had skills and 

experience he could draw on from 

protecting his flocks from wild 

animals. Our own children and 

young people will have skills and 

gifts that God can use in building 

His Kingdom here in Peeblesshire.  

Ask: “How can I find out what 

skills our young people have?” 

 

We Need To Retreat 

I attended Deep Impact youth 

work conference in January again 

and, as always, found it very 

encouraging and powerful in the 

way God spoke through the 

weekend. Particularly significant 

was part of the main teaching 

sessions by Rev Dr Ian Wills of 

Church of the Nazarene in 

Parkhead, Glasgow. He set out a 

pattern from Luke chapters 4, 5 

and 6 where Jesus repeatedly 

spent time on retreat before 

Update from John Allan, 

our Youth Worker 
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going to engage with a 

community. He starts with 

baptism where he then goes into 

the wilderness in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. He returns and begins 

his ministry before going off to a 

solitary place for retreat time 

again to prepare for the next 

mission. There is a clear pattern 

of Jesus regularly going on retreat 

before heading out to preach, 

heal and minister. How often do 

we think we need to just get on 

out there and engage, without 

really spending time on retreat 

first? There is business that 

cannot be done with people 

without first doing business with 

God.  

Ask: “What is God calling you to 

do?” “Who has God brought to 

you to hear you speak about 

Jesus?” “How are you going to 

build in retreat time with God 

into your day, in order to go out 

‘in the power of the Holy 

Spirit’?” 

 

As a new addition to PSALM every month I would like to use this     

opportunity to raise awareness of this wonderful organisation.  I           

became aware of the organisation quite by accident after researching 

about other countries in the world as part of my job as a Secondary 

History and RME teacher. 

 

Open Doors supports persecuted Christians with Bibles, Christian  

materials, training, livelihood skills, advocacy - and in a whole host of 

other ways - so that they know they are not forgotten and can stand 

strong to serve their communities. So that they can give life. They  

Over 200 million Christians around the world are persecuted because of their faith.  

They are beaten, killed, forcibly detained, their churches and homes bombed and 

burned, their children abducted.   All because of their faith and love of God.  When 

you hear of stories from around the world you realise how blessed and lucky we are 

that we are free to worship when we want and how we want without the fear of 

being discriminated against or at worst killed.  
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also seek to mobilise the church in the UK & Ireland not only to serve 

Christians living under religious persecution but also to learn from 

them what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 

Each month in Psalm I will share with you some stories of how the 

work of Open Doors is helping Christians keep their faith in the most 

challenging environments. I will also give details as to how we as  

individuals and collectively as a church family can make a difference.   

I hope to lead and drive forward us as a church to be involved with 

Open Doors.  I have a heart to reach out to persecuted Christians in 

other countries.  As a church it is good to be involved with outreach 

locally but as Christians I believe we need to think globally also.  We 

are all brothers and sisters in Christ under whichever regime or            

government.   We are part of one big church and we need to extend 

our hands of support and prayers to those who do not have the             

luxury of being able to even have a Bible in their own home through 

fear of execution.  

Please pray for this exciting new chapter of learning, growing in faith 

and mission outreach.  I look forward to bringing you monthly               

updates which will not only inform you but also inspire you to see 

the difference you can make to the lives of persecuted family around 

the world. 

 "A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER. AS I HAVE 

LOVED YOU, SO YOU MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER. BY THIS EVERYONE 

WILL KNOW THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU LOVE ONE           

ANOTHER." 

- JOHN 13:34-35 

 

       Michelle Sterricks 
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and  

Youth Update 
  

Our Year of Young People service 

held mid-February was a great 

success and it is exciting to see 

so many signatures on our 

Charter.  The Charter is very 

significant and underlines the 

importance of working 

intentionally towards building 

connections and Christian 

community, encouraging and 

journeying alongside one another.  

The challenge exists for each one 

of us in considering what I can do 

to engage with others (especially 

those with whom I may not often 

sit or speak), to ensure that 

everyone is able to meaningfully 

participate (asking what we can 

do to involve those who might not 

normally have that opportunity, 

such as younger people) and to 

celebrate gifts and achievements 

across the church community.  

These are strongly missional 

concepts as the body of Christ 

works and moves together: 

From [Christ] the whole body, 

joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each 

part does its work. Ephesians 4:16   

The vision is of an 

intergenerational church 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

encouraged and enriched by  

 

 

 

 

 

Christian community, to proclaim 

the Gospel in word and deed in 

our own work/school and social 

contexts.  

 

Our Youth and Children’s work 

continues to be great fun and our 

leaders and helpers continue to 

work really hard behind the 

scenes to ensure that everyone 

leaves with a smile on their face.  

Please do take a bit of time to 

look at the Youth and Children’s 

work noticeboards on your way to 

the church hall. You will find 

information about what is being 

done, including memory verses 

and themes being considered.  

This would be a great way to 

connect with what the younger 

people in our church are thinking 

about.  On the Sunday Club board 

there are also fun photographs to 

give you a sense of what a session 

is like.  If you might like to help 

out with anything that is 

happening in any of our Youth/

Children’s groupings then please 

do let one of the leaders know.  

Do you have a particular game 
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that they might like?  Is there a 

skill that you might be willing to 

share?  Do you have an 

interesting story to tell?   

 

In Sunday Club we are preparing 

to introduce badges – think along 

the lines of the ones earned in 

uniformed organisations like 

Brownies and Cubs. Planning for 

this is well underway so do watch 

this space for further information.  

 

For more of a sense of what has 

been happening with our Youth 

Work you will find John Allan’s 

update in this issue of Psalm. 

Finally, we are always on the 

lookout for good ideas and 

feedback.  If you have some then 

please don’t keep them to 

yourself!  We’re aware of a 

number of things that need to be 

developed and are especially 

considering what can be done to 

develop intergenerational links.  If 

you have any thoughts then do 

share them with one of the 

Youth/Children’s work leaders or 

with Pamela Kennedy. 

 

 

 

 

easter sunday 1st April 

7.30pm 

           usher hall Edinburgh 

With Allan McKinlay and the Origin Scotland 

band choir  

As an alternative to Prayer & Praise on Sunday 1 April, we are 

looking into the possibility of going to this event as a group.  

Tickets are free but we need to book them in advance.  There 

will be an offering on the night towards expenses.  As the     

tickets are free, we must have a confirmed name for each one 

before booking as misuse of tickets can result in people not 

being able to attend the event. If you would like to go to this 

event, please give your name to Heather in the Church Office by 

SUNDAY 11 MARCH and she will book the tickets. 
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11th January 2018 - a new year 

and a new session of the group.  

This meeting was one of looking 

back at the inaugural session of 

the Senior Fellowship and the 

speakers who had informed and 

entertained, the events that had 

taken place and discussing 

favourite activities.  All the 

sessions had had various points of 

note and interest but music and 

communal singing, especially of 

older songs such as “The Seigfried 

Line” was always very welcome.  

The meeting finished by testing 

our memory - trying to remember 

items on a tray, followed by 

completing a Christmas 

crossword. 

 

We had a  “Burns with Music”    

afternoon on 25th January 2018. 

“Burns Day”, so of course we had 

a “Burns supper” with a difference!  

Rev. John Smith was our guest 

speaker for the afternoon, who 

gave us “Burns with Music”.  John 

loves music and he hails from 

Dumfries so was well placed to 

give us an insight into Rabbie’s 

life and his poems and songs.  

Many of the members were able to 

recite at least a couple of lines of 

some poem remembered from 

school days.   

No Burns event is complete 

without haggis!!  Thank you to 

Sheila who fed us all with a 

delicious serving of “haggis, 

tatties and veg”. 

The meeting due to take place on 

February 8th, “Ospreys” with Iain 

Coates was cancelled and will be 

rescheduled. 

 

Garry Rennie from Peebles Auction 

House was our guest on 22nd 

February. Garry gave us a very 

interesting insight into the 

journey of the Auction House so 

far. Garry has had an interest in 

antiques for as long as he can 

remember, an interest passed 

down from his grandparents. The 

building which houses the Auction 

House was an old school building 

which he and his wife bought 

from Borders Council 4 years ago. 

Some of the rooms are let to 

community groups and the rest is 

home to the business he has built 

up since then. Garry had some 

interesting stories of items which 

on first sight look insignificant 

but went on to be sold for 

amazing amounts of money. 

A few members brought along 

some “treasures”, and Garry was 

able to give some interesting 

information about the items. 

During tea and biscuits there was 

much chatter about items that 

members had at home - especially 

china tea sets which most agree 

are not used now but that tea 

tastes better from a china cup! 

  
    Pam Yuill 
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‘As a church’ says Robert        

Wilson, ‘we have a number of 

connections with various       

mission organisations, namely,  

Bethany Christian Trust, Open 

Doors,  International Justice 

Mission, The Bible Society and 

Tear Fund. Through this article 

we want to focus on the main 

purpose of the mission              

organisations and the  current 

news and items for prayer.’  

 

 

 

 

Bethany Christian Trust 

Bethany Christian Trust supports 

over 7,000 people across                    

Scotland. 

 

Bethany are passionate about           

transforming lives through                

services which focus on                      

preventing homelessness as well 

as alleviating the suffering of   

people who are homeless.      

They provide tailored visiting            

support and community                   

development. They also support  

individuals and families to help 

them address long-standing             

issues including: social isolation, 

unemployment, and drug                      

addiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may be familiar with the 

many Bethany shops located  

around Edinburgh. The shops  

take donations of  furniture and 

small items which are then sold 

for the benefit of the homeless 

and vulnerable or use to furnish 

many of the houses and flats that 

Bethany provide for those in need. 

 

The Care Van provides a source of 

care and support for vulnerable 

and homeless people in the centre 

of Edinburgh every night through: 

food, hot drinks, blankets & 

clothes, Friendship &                   

encouragement,  General advice & 

information.  It is run in             

partnership with Edinburgh City 

Mission and serves between 20 

and 60 rough sleepers on 363 

nights of the year.  Staffed by 

around 750 people from 42           

volunteer teams from churches 

across Edinburgh and 

the Lothians, the service relies 

entirely on volunteers. 

 

St Andrews Leckie have a small 

team of volunteers who staff the 

Care Van 3 to 4 times per year. If 

you are interested in being part of 

the team please contact Heather 

in the office.  More information on 

Mission Focus 

http://edinburghcitymission.org.uk/
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Bethany and a prayer diary for 

2018 can be found at http://

www.bethanychristiantrust.com/

about/ 

 

Open Doors 

Open Doors works in over 50 

countries, supplying Bibles,    

training church leaders, providing 

practical support and emergency 

relief, and supporting Christians 

who suffer for their faith. In the 

UK and Ireland, Open Doors   

works to raise awareness of  

global persecution, mobilising 

prayer, support and action  

among Christians.  

 

Many of you may remember Barry 

Hughes taking part in a field trip 

with Open Doors to Iraq and  

sharing with us the plight of so 

many Christians in that part of  

the world. Michelle Sterricks has           

recently taken on the role as our 

link person and an update on 

Open Doors’ latest work is             

included in this edition of PSALM 

More details of Open Doors and 

their work in support of the      

Persecuted Church can be found 

at their website; https://

www.opendoorsuk.org 

 

United Bible Societies 

We live in a world where too many 

people don’t engage with the    

Bible. 

 

In some parts of the world, the 

Scriptures are difficult to access 

or are simply unavailable. In 

this country, the Bible is readily 

available but has lost its               

significance and its value is            

unrecognised by millions. 

Bible Societies are working hard 

here at home and in key areas 

across the world to change this. 

 

They take the Bible and find ways 

to translate and distribute it,           

create digital formats, advocate 

for its place in society and help 

people relate to and make sense 

of it in their everyday lives. 

Miller Milloy, a member of our 

congregation and former general 

Secretary of the United Bible           

Societies was out in China in        

December to launch the Chinese 

version of the ESV Study Bible.  

 

All their efforts are driven by one 

conviction: we believe that when 

people engage with the Bible, 

lives can change – for good. 

For news of the latest work of the 

United Bible Societies go to their 

website https://

www.unitedbiblesocieties.org/ 

http://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/about/
http://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/about/
http://www.bethanychristiantrust.com/about/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org
https://www.opendoorsuk.org
https://www.unitedbiblesocieties.org/
https://www.unitedbiblesocieties.org/


 

17 

 

 

TEARFUND IS A CHRISTIAN 

CHARITY CALLED TO       

FOLLOW JESUS WHEREVER 

THE NEED IS GREATEST 

 

Tearfund work tirelessly to help 

communities around the world 

escape the very worst effects of 

poverty and disaster. 

They believe that the same peo-

ple facing these troubles, also 

have the best idea as to how they 

can overcome them. Tearfund 

listens: helping people to rise out 

of their poverty, utilising their                

resourcefulness and                        

determination.  

 

Tearfund works alongside local 

churches and other locally-based 

organisations to help realise 

these plans for a better future. 

Since 2006 Tearfund have 

touched the lives of more than 45 

million people – the equivalent of 

almost the population of Spain. 

They have reached more than 32 

million people through their  

community development work 

and more than 13 million  

through their response to           

disasters. 

 

Go to their website if you would 

like to look at how our church 

could be more involved. 

https://www.tearfund.org/en-SC/

about_you/

what_your_church_can_do/ 

 

 

 

 

International Justice      

Mission 

Andy Beavan was a recent    

speaker at our Morning Service. 

Andy is a member of the IJM  

Scotland team who work on a 

global basis. Based in England, 

Northern Ireland and              

Scotland, the UK team applies 

IJM’s unique global experience 

to strengthen the UK justice 

system and encourage the UK – 

including the government, the 

Church and a new generation – to 

lead the way in addressing           

everyday violence, both globally 

and locally. 

 

IJM ARE A GLOBAL TEAM of          

lawyers, investigators, social 

workers, community activists and 

other professionals. They protect 

the poor from violence in nearly 

20 communities throughout           

Africa, Latin America, South and 

Southeast Asia, and 95% of them 

are at work in our own countries. 

 

IJM DON’T WORK ALONE - Their 

work would be impossible             

without the partnership of local 

law enforcement and justice            

system officials, aftercare                   

professionals, NGOs, churches, 

students, parents, friends and 

scholars standing together to                

https://www.tearfund.org/en-SC/about_you/what_your_church_can_do/
https://www.tearfund.org/en-SC/about_you/what_your_church_can_do/
https://www.tearfund.org/en-SC/about_you/what_your_church_can_do/
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IJM ARE INSPIRED by God’s call 

to love all people and to seek   

justice. They protect the poor 

from violence without regard to 

religion, race or any other factor, 

and they seek to partner with all 

people of goodwill. 

Chris Dubé has recently taken 

on the role of link person      

between our church and IJM. 

Like any missionary organisation 

the work of IJM is underpinned by 

prayer. If you are interested in 

organising a prayer community 

then help on how to do that can 

be found by following this link; 

http://www.ijmuk.org/prayer-

communities 

 

 

 
Chattabox 2018 

 

 

It’s still Winter and there’s 

snow outside but plans are 

already being made for 

Chattabox 2018! Just to 

give you advance notice 

this year the week will run 

Mon 6
th

 – Fri 10
th

 August 

and will be a slightly 

shorter day with the kids 

attending 10am-1pm. As 

always we need volunteers 

to help out on the team and 

we look forward to 

welcoming a good number 

of young leaders. I’ll be 

planning some time again 

ahead of Chattabox to help 

the new S1 leaders 

especially to know what the 

role involves and there will 

also be some planning 

around ways to engage with 

young people in the 

community during in the 

Chattabox week as well. It’s 

not too early to let me 

know you want to help out 

so please sign up to be on 

the team and if you have 

any questions please just 

ask. 

 

 

Wilma read this poem at her 

mum’s funeral service at the 

graveside last month.  It  may be 

a comfort to those who have   

recently been bereaved 

 

You were tired and weary 

your sparkle had gone 

I could see you were  

struggling to carry on 

Jesus looking down  

could see it too 

and heaven had a place 

 ready for you. 

You’ve had a long and  

happy and wonderful life 

a mother to us, and  

to dad a wife. 

For You, God, knew 

 just what was best 

He has taken you home  

and we’ve laid you to rest. 

For a little while we  

have to part 

But you will always be 

 right there in our hearts. 

In the days ahead,  

we will be sad 

Thank you Lord for looking  

after mum and dad. 

 

Wilma Barrett    

http://www.ijmuk.org/prayer-communities
http://www.ijmuk.org/prayer-communities
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Have you accepted the Costa 

Challenge?  It appears already 

that many of you have!   

 

This is encouraging news and I 

want to thank everyone who has 

been able to increase their 

regular giving so far.  I really 

believe that we can build on this 

early momentum and, as more 

members join in the challenge, 

we can expect to witness God’s 

work within our church family.  

As elders we have been 

encouraged to focus on Psalm 

126 throughout 2018.  Let us all 

make this our prayer, “Restore 

our fortunes, Lord, like streams 

in the Negev”. 

 

Methods of Giving 

 

Many members still prefer to use 

the open plate during the 

offering, which makes their 

giving completely anonymous. 

 

Others, use free will offering 

(FWO) envelopes, which are also 

collected during the service.  

These are numbered and are 

attributable to individuals.  This 

provides us with the potential to 

increase the value of the offering 

by a minimum of 25% if the 

member is a UK taxpayer and has 

completed a Gift Aid Declaration 

Form. 

 

Costa Challenge 
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An increasing number of 

members have set up Standing 

Orders with their bank so that 

their offerings are transferred 

directly.  Gift Aid, where 

appropriate can be claimed for 

offerings using this method. 

 

We are also exploring modern 

electronic methods where 

offerings can be given through 

Apple Pay or Paypal. 

 

Included with this article are 

copies of the forms described 

above.  If you think you’d like to 

change your method of giving or 

are able to inflate your offerings 

by completing a Gift Aid 

Declaration, please ask Heather 

in the office for the form/s. 

 

It’s Not All About Money 

 

Sacrificial giving to honour God 

also includes giving of our time 

and talents.  Indeed, some 

members will be unable to 

increase their financial giving at 

this time.  Can I ask you 

therefore, to seriously consider if 

you could volunteer to get 

involved in the many groups and 

services that we provide as part 

of our church community?  Some 

areas of need include: the 

Sunday driving rota, help with 

the church gardens, help with 

Lunch and Chat, teas, and 

coffees after church, the creche 

rota, Sunday Club, visiting 

housebound members at home. 

 

If you have any questions about 

any of the above, please do not 

hesitate to ask me.  Thank you in 

advance for your continued 

support and prayers.    

 

 

Yvonne Elliot, Session Clerk 

yvonne@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

 

 

Church is not an organisation you join; it is a 

family where you belong, a home where you 

are loved and a hospital  

where you find healing. 

 

Nicky Gumbel 
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A packed programme  

for Christian Aid Week 

T 
he focus of this year’s 

Christian Aid Week appeal 

is the provision of secure 

new homes in disaster 

prone areas such as Haiti.  

Headlining the appeal is the story 

of Marcelin, who still hasn’t 

recovered from Hurricane 

Matthew which hit Haiti in 

September 2016, destroying his 

home, possessions and livestock. 

’I lost pigs, goats, everything in 

the house.  I have nothing left,’ 

he says.  He now lives in an old 

shower block, a tiny space he 

shares with his teenage 

daughters.  There are no windows 

and doors, and the only furniture 

is a single bed the girls sleep on.  

Marcelin has fought hard to raise 

his children alone but can no 

longer afford to send them to 

school.  He gets up at dawn each 

day to work the land, but the 

changing weather frequently 

destroys the food he grows and 

the family often go hungry. 

Marcelin fears his daughters’ 

hunger could lead them to be 

exploited by predatory men in 

exchange for food.   

Here in Peebles, a packed 

programme of events is planned, 

all with the objective of enabling 

Christian Aid to carry on ‘being 

there’ for people like Marcelin 

and his family. Beginning with a 

church service on Sunday, May 

13, there will be the house-to-

house collection, coffee mornings 

and a second hand book stall 

Monday to Friday, an unmissable 

quiz on Wednesday, market stall 

on Thursday and bag-packing in 

Sainsbury’s on Thursday and 

Tesco on Saturday. Plus the     

ever-popular plant stall on the 

Saturday. A new venture this year 

will be a Knitathon which will take 

place throughout the week. 

Please mark the week of May         

13-19 in your diary and watch  

out  for more details.  Volunteers 

will be needed to help with all 

events. Below are three advance  

requests—more will follow!  

 

 The plant stall on Saturday,  

May 19 may seem a long time 

away but we should be planning 

for it now. I know it has not been 

the weather for gardening but we 

can still think about which plants 

can be divided in the spring, or  

sowing seeds if we have the space 
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indoors.  As last year, we will be 

replying on home-grown cuttings 

and seedlings, so would like as 

many as possible to be donated.  

Please contact John Hutchinson 

for more information on 720855 

or 07914 724552 or at 

jhutchinson0444@btinternet.com 

 

Bag packers are required for a 

session in Sainsbury’s on 

Thursday May 17 or in Tesco on 

Saturday May 19.  Contact Karen 

Ritchie on 07790 694751 or 

kritchie25@gmail.com 

 

The house-to-house collection in 

particular raises a lot of money 

for Christian Aid.  Last year in 

Peebles we collected £5,900 from 

the house-to-house. It would be 

great if we could do the same 

again this year or even beat that 

total! There are still quite a few 

streets on the North side of 

Peebles for which we haven’t yet 

found volunteers to distribute the 

envelopes. It is not a difficult task. 

We deliver the envelopes but 

don’t need to collect them again 

as people are asked to drop the 

filled envelopes at their nearest 

collection point. If you could help 

in any way with this task we 

would be most grateful, not to 

mention the gratitude of the 

needy people our donations go to 

support. Please contact Fiona 

Lumb on 07872 838764 or by 

email at fiona.lumb@icloud.com if 

you are able to help. 

 

 

 Fragile X Syndrome is the most   

common inherited cause of  learning 

disability.  18-year-old twins, Matthew and Stuart MacDonald 

from Peebles have this syndrome.  Fragile X is too often misunderstood 

or overlooked, which can lead to  feelings of isolation and difficulty           

accessing appropriate support.  Please help to support and empower 

individuals and families living with Fragile X, and to  educate more            

people about the  condition. 

Children’s Toy 

Stall including 

Lego, Jigsaws, 

Games (Some of 

them new) 

 

Home Baking 

Stall  including 

jams, marmalades 

and chutneys 

 

Books 

 

10am — 12 noon 

Tea/Coffee/Juice/ Biscuits 

£1.50 

There will be a 

Coffee Morning 

on Saturday 17 

March in the 

Church Hall to 

support Fragile 

X  Syndrome. 

mailto:fiona.lumb@icloud.com
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Women’s Group  

Hitting the High Notes 

Despite the fact that we are well 

into 2018, it would be remiss if 

we did not record what a             

wonderful Christmas meeting we 

had on Tuesday 5
th

 December.  

Approximately 12 or so members 

of the Tweeddale Male Choir,       

under the able leadership of        

Helen Furness, treated us to an 

afternoon of song and laughter. 

We were truly astounded at the 

breadth of their repertoire, from 

much loved hymns, carols and 

choral pieces to a fantastic           

operatic rendition from one of the 

tenors. The ladies joined in with 

well-known Christmas carols at 

the end of the afternoon and even 

rose to Helen’s challenge to            

participate in a 4 part ‘round’. 

The snowstorm of early January 

deemed it safer, for both            

members and traveling speaker, 

to cancel our planned meeting.  

 

Blooming Marvellous 

 

Despite the morning snow            

showers on Tuesday  6
th

         

February, many members ven-

tured out to hear our speaker, 

Catherine Duncan, of Cloudberry 

Flowers.  

 

Previously a dietician, and a busy 

mum with 3 small children,           

Catherine had little knowledge 

and no previous experience of 

growing flowers. However, she 

always had a love of them and 

when she moved to Peebles and 

her current house, with its large 

garden area, 5 years ago, she very 

much wanted to grow her own 

flowers. Catherine watched a TV 

programme in 2014 entitled ‘the 

Great British Garden’ and was 

astounded to learn that in the 

1970s Britain had a thriving cut 

flower industry which had only 

dwindled away with the arrival of 

the many blooms available all 

year round from abroad. In 2011, 

a small group of Growers formed 

a new initiative called ‘Flowers 

from the Farm’ to boost and en-

courage interest in our UK natural 

flowers. This TV programme was 

truly a ‘light bulb’ moment for 

Catherine who threw herself into 

planning her vision. She joined 

the Flowers from the Farm which 

at that time had only 10 Scottish 

Members.   

 

Today, what was a field behind 

the house has been transformed 

into a kaleidoscope of sweet        

fragrance as her dream has             

become a reality. Catherine has 

learned through trial and error 

and has worked tirelessly to             

improve her knowledge and gain 

experience. She is totally                    

self-taught, but today, with             

consummate skill, she grows       

every kind of seasonal flower and 

bulb that delights the senses with 

their colour, smell and texture.  



 

26 

 Catherine’s first foray into             

sharing her flowers with the          

public, was making jam jar  

posies which she sold from the 
entrance to her house. She now 

delivers bouquets of all kinds in 

Peebles and is much in demand 

for wedding work. Her flowers,         

however, are unlike the stiff,        

formal, supermarket bunches   

that often seem to lack scent.  

They are truly a small patch of 

fragrant border garden – in           

miniature!  

 

We laughed as she recounted 

some encounters and problems 

she has had with nature and the 

weather. From rabbits leaping 

fences, being caught up in bee 

hives, to rushing out to cover  

precious blooms during late April 

snow storms!  Catherine’s garden 

fortunately faces south and she 

describes flowers as ‘sunshine 

food’ and ‘medicine for the soul’.  

There are now over 600 members 

in the ‘Flowers from the Farm’ 

successfully growing and selling 

native blooms.  

 

Catherine’s enthusiasm for her 

subject was infectious and a very 

happy afternoon was enjoyed by 

all and we left to face the snow 

with smiles on our faces.  

                          Morag Milloy 

Winter Walks 

I 
n January we enjoyed a very pleasant walk round Gladhouse      

Reservoir from Moorfoot Farm. This was a new area for most of us 

and although the day was rather dull  it stayed dry. There were 

some interesting reflections in the water and a brightness on the                    

surrounding hills. 

 

W 
e had a glorious day for our  February walk and  although 

the temperature was only 2 degrees, the sunshine felt 

warm as we took the path to Glentress. The air did get 

cooler as we climbed up to the Buzzard's Nest car park and 

on the way we stopped to look at the monument with the axe stuck in 

the side that commemorates the work of the Landgirls, nickname 

Lumberjills , who worked in the forest during the war. There were 

beautiful views of the distant hills to be enjoyed  before the descent 

to the Soonhope Burn and back into Peebles. 

 

Helen Fox 
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Although not quite ready for 

publication, there are several new 

and exciting themes being 

developed among our leadership. 

You will have experienced a new 

style of worship, been 

encouraged to think about cross 

generational church or may have 

heard people talking about how 

we can become a place of 

restoration within 

the community . Well, just like a 

good wine, some things need 

time to mature and these themes 

will be brought to fruition and 

launched in due course.  

 

However, in the meantime, and by 

way of a taster of things to come 

we will be shortly launching a new 

Order of Service and a Welcome 

Card.  

 

Their purpose will be two-fold. 

Firstly, they will speak of our 

desire to welcome our 

congregation and visitors into our 

family, providing all the 

information they will need to 

engage with us and the Minister's 

theme of the day. Information 

about who we are, what drives us 

and how we can be of service to 

our community will be 

communicated in clear, concise 

and positive way. Secondly, they  

 

will act as a signpost to all the 

other great ministries we offer 

and events we are running, 

whether to encourage attendance 

or involvement, or simply offer a 

friendly ear in times of need.  

 

The Welcome Card will simply 

invite new members to get in 

touch with us in a discreet and 

private manner for whatever 

reason; for information, for 

prayer, to get involved, to share a 

concern for a friend.  

 

The new Order of Service and 

Welcome Card will be launched at 

the beginning of the Summer and 

we do hope that it will be a useful 

compliment to the other themes 

that will become evident as the 

year unfolds.  

 

Both will be colourful and 

attractive to look at and will be 

prove useful on the day and 

throughout the week as we hope 

they will be taken home.  

 

Do speak to any of the Ministry 

Leaders or myself if you have any 

questions or ideas you would like 

considered in the design of the 

new publications. 

 

Marc Haslam 

A new Order of Service & 

Welcome Card 
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This is the first of a new 

series about the people 

who work behind the 

scenes in our church, 

whether as employees or 

volunteers.  

 

 

Heather Collin        John Dimmock 

Church Administrator       Data Administrator

  

Heather, you’ve been working here for a number of years and John, 

you’re new to the role. As church administrators, what do you do?  

 

Heather: Well, I’m the face of the church in some ways. I’m always 

here on weekday mornings. People know where to find me. For a lot 

of people who use our buildings, I’m the main person they have    

contact with. I’m also here to support the very large number of          

volunteers we have. We wouldn't get much done without volunteers. 

And I answer the phone, and help people to get in touch with each 

other. I put together the weekly order of service sheets and make sure 

we have the song words for the overheads, and I do the layout of 

Psalm magazine amongst a variety of other tasks. I truly enjoy my 

work as Church Administrator. I have grown in my faith here and feel 

deeply involved. It’s a busy office and the work is both varied and 

challenging - and these are exciting times for us as a church family. I 

hope I am a welcoming beacon for those who come through the 

church office door, for whatever reason.  

 

John: My role is new, and I'm really going to be working in parallel 

with Heather. There have been a lot of technological changes in      

recent years and increasingly, our website is the public face of the 

church for many people. We have already started working on           

resources like bringing the calendar up to date,  and getting the 

weekly sermons online with links to Bible readings. There is a lot 

more we can do to make the website both a valuable resource and a 

beacon for our local community.   

Equipping the people who work for us is also part of my role. This is 

primarily focused on Malcolm our Minister, the Ministries Leaders, 

Youth Worker and of course Heather, the Church Administrator. There 

are a lot of ways that technology can be used to help things run more 

smoothly behind the scenes, even simple things like a shared diary. 

The aim is to take some of the administrative burdens away to allow 

https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/people/john-dimmock/
https://standrewsleckie.co.uk/people/heather-collin/
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Leaders to concentrate on what matters. But I don't believe we 

should computerise things for the sake of it. Sometimes nothing 

beats a pen and paper! 

 

So in different ways, you're both here to facilitate communication 

between the members of the congregation, the volunteers and paid 

workers, and between the church and the wider community. Would it 

be fair to say that we, the church members, have no idea what you 

do from day to day, but if you were to stop doing it we'd soon find 

out.  

 

Heather: There are so many records that we need to keep. Records 

of members, births and deaths, changes of address, and financial 

records. There are so many different ways that people give                       

financially. Weekly collections, monthly direct debits, special                 

collections, sales… and we need to keep track of it all.  

 

John: This is probably the area where the replacement of the Data 

Protection act, GDPR will affect us most as the church. I believe that 

we should not just meet our legal requirements but exceed them. A 

lot of work has already been done by Bob Marshall, and there is still 

a lot to be done, particularly regarding collaboration and security.  

 

Is there anything exciting going on behind the scenes that you'd like 

to tell people about? 

John: As we start to integrate our systems, one of the first benefits is 

our intranet. So hopefully by the time people read this, members of 

the worship team and Sunday club leaders will have one place to be 

able to login and easily see  the current rota and with resources to 

help them.  No more scanning through old emails not knowing if 

there have been changes, 3 clicks on a smartphone and you will 

know if you are teaching the children next Sunday! There are lots of 

ways this can be developed to help other ministry areas. 

 

It must be difficult, in a large church like this one that has such a 

diversity of ages, to meet everyone’s needs. Is it fair to say that you 

need to find a balance between things that need to stay the same, for 

people who are used to communicating in certain ways, and things 

that need to change fast, because communication is always              

changing. 
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John: Yes, I think so.  But not as difficult as we sometimes think. Most 

communication methods can be used in parallel. I commonly email 

people who I also sit down and chat with almost as much, even with 

the same person we all communicate in different ways. We all need to 

be open to new ways of communicating Jesus with others but we 

should also not be afraid to also do what has proven to work in the 

past. 

 

So finally, I would like to ask you both two questions: what is                 

something that people don’t know about you?  

 

Heather: From 1976 to 1986 I worked as Administrator at Scottish 

Headquarters of the Scout Association in Edinburgh.   We had a     

Scotland wide fund-raising campaign during that time, and as part of 

that, we had a quiz which appeared on Scottish Television and I was 

one of those keeping the scores! 

 

What is your favourite Bible verse?  

 

John: Isaiah 40: 31  But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  

 

Heather: I don’t have a favourite bible verse as such but the poem 

“Footprints in the sand” has carried me through various times in my 

life. 
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Your guide to what’s happening at the 

church over the next two months. 

Opportunities for fellowship and prayer 

Lunch –n– Chat 

Mondays  - 12 –1pm in the  

Church Hall 

Last lunch on  26 March   

 

House Groups 

Small groups that meet every 

fortnight in someone’s home, for 

fellowship, prayer and Bible study on 

the themes that have been explored 

through Sunday morning worship.  

Please contact the church office for 

further details. 

 

Prayer & Praise 

First Sunday of the month  

 Come together to praise God in 

song and prayer. 

 

Women’s Group 

March 6; 20 ; 

New session will start in September 

  

Prayer Time  

Wednesdays 8-10am in the church.  

The church is open for silent prayer 

and then at 9.40am there is a time of 

joint open prayer.  

 

Healing Prayer 

Meeting in the Church Hall on 

Saturdays 

March 10; April 14  

Parents and Toddlers Groups 

Wednesdays (Music Group) 

10-11am 

Thursdays  

10-11am 

.(Wednesdays and Thursdays during 

school term time)  

Fridays Tiny Toes (for under 1s) 

Meet throughout the year  

10-11.30am. 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 Contact the Church Office  

for more information. 

 

Senior Fellowship 

Meet in the Church Hall 

Thursdays  

March 8; 22 ; 

April 12; 26    

Activities for families and  

young people. There is a full 

programme for children  

and teenagers. 

Contact  John Allan  

john@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

  

Further information from the church office  

(01721 723121)/office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 
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Door and collection duties 

 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

March           Welcomer 

Kathleen Thomson     Fiona Lumb 

Heather Collin 

Catherine Walkinshaw 

Grahame Henderson 

 

   Sunday Duty Officer:  Kevin Hughes     

 

April          Welcomer  

Pam Yuill       Elizabeth Clyde 

Jim Yuill 

Mairi Tulloch 

Heather Collin  

 

Sunday Duty Officer:  Vince Massie    

Drivers’ rota 

March   

  4  David Brackenridge David Brown Mairi Tulloch 

11   Elizabeth Bintliff  Iain Coates  John NapIer 

18  Colin Mackay  David McKean Nancy Forsyth  

25  Douglas Coltman  Alan Herd  Greta Cameron 

 

April 

  1  David Brackenridge David Brown Mairi Tulloch  

  8  Elizabeth Bintliff  Iain Coates  John Napier 

15  Colin Mackay  David McKean Nancy Forsyth 

22   Douglas Coltman  Alan Herd  Greta Cameron 

29  Nancy Forsyth  Walter Forsyth Margaret Stalker 
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Flowers 

04 Elizabeth Herd Donor/Arranger  

 Grace Buchan Distributor 

   

11 Yvonne Elliot Donor 

 Elizabeth Mackay Arranger 

 Harriet Cullen Distributor 

   

18 Vince Massie Donor 

 Nancy Forsyth Arranger 

 Kathleen Thomson Distributor 

   

25 Greta Cameron Donor 

 Morag Milloy Arranger 

 Wilma Barrett  Distributor 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/img/products/1364068463_MONTH-JulyPink1.5diametercircle_july.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labelsxpress.com/p301_month--july-pink-1.5-diameter-circle.html&h=721&w=750&tbnid=AVdjOI0A9SkbRM:&zoom
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01 EASTER FLOWERS 

   

08 Mamie Coltman Donor 

 Sheila Potter Arranger 

 Elizabeth Herd Distributor 

 

15 Joy Gardner Donor/Arranger  

 Rita Balfour Distributor 

  

22 Muriel Soutter Donor 

 Ann Dodds Arranger 

 Sheila Coulstock Distributor 

   

29 Margaret Macfarlane Donor  

 Rita Balfour Arranger  

 Rena Patterson Distributor 

  Thank you to everyone who has donated flowers throughout  

the year.  The new Flower Calendar is now in place in the East 

Vestibule ~ anyone wishing to give flowers please add your  name 

or contact Nancy Forsyth on 720591  

Flowers 
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The deadline for items intended for  

Psalm 412 is Sunday April 8      

(May/June issue)  

All items for inclusion should be submitted to the  

church office by that date. 

 

PSALM 115 vs 1  

The Lord has been mindful of us; 

he will bless us  

(Revised Standard Edition) 

  

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE  

email: office@standrewsleckie.co.uk 

Tel: 01721 723121 

All correspondence relating to church matters should be sent 

to the Church, Eastgate, Peebles EH45 8AD  


