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Electronic (Digital) daily inspirational messages 
(Examples) 

 Sanctuary First  www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk/  

 Abide    https://abide.is/  

 

 

Accessing God’s Word today …… 

Is it time for a new Bible? 

 

If so, which Version, Format and Product? 

1. Version: 
Some “meaning based” translations don’t have the beautiful 
cadences of the more “literal” versions.  Compare, for example, 
 

Psalm 23 (ESV) [Literal] Psalm 23 (CEV) [Meaning based] 

The Lord is my shepherd: I shall 
not want. 
He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. 
He leads me in  paths of 
righteousness for his name’s 
sake.  
Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 

You, Lord, are my shepherd. I will 
never be in need. 
You let me rest in fields of green 
grass. 
You lead me to streams of 
peaceful water, 
and refresh my life.  
You are true to your name, 
and you lead me along right 
paths. 
I may walk through valleys as 
dark as death, 
but I won’t be afraid. 
You are with me, 
and your shepherd’s rod makes 
me feel safe 

 

For further information, or to order one of the Bibles on 
display, contact Robert Wilson: 07751-580665 or 
Robert@standrewsleckie.co.uk  

DISCIPLESHIP 
A LIFELONG JOURNEY OF FOLLOWING JESUS 

‘Go and make Disciples of all nations’ 
‘Spiritual growth is not optional for Christians’ 

 

http://www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk/
https://abide.is/
mailto:Robert@standrewsleckie.co.uk


Therefore some are more useful for ‘private’ or ‘personal’ study 
and some more useful for reading aloud as in church.  
Some lend themselves more easily to memory than others.  
Some make difficult passages easier to understand.  

2. Format: Some use very fine paper to make the overall Book 
smaller. Some use larger print to make reading easier. Some use 
single column, like an normal book, while others use a two 
column approach. Some add cross-references (either in the 
centre of the page or at the bottom) so you can see the link to 
other verses in the Bible. Some add a concordance at the back (a 
table listing some of the key words used throughout the Bible 
with the verses where they can be found). Some add footnotes 
to each page highlighting textual differences in the source text 
used for the translation.  

3. Product: Some come as hard-backed books to make them 
cheaper. Some come in a man-made leather called True-tone 
which makes them harder wearing. Others come in luxury 
leather which is both nice to handle and long-lasting. Some are 
small for the pocket or bag (smaller print, thinner paper). Some 
come more suited to heavy usage and study (bigger and more 
bulky).  

 
Deciding what is right for you? 

 Will this be your main Bible to be used for personal study, 
inspiration  and drawing closer to God?  If so, it must be one 
that is comfortable to your eyes for lengthy times of reading 
and study. You may want it to have cross-references and/or 
a concordance. It will have to be hard wearing – True-tone 
or Leather.  

 Will this be a ‘secondary’ reference Bible to supplement your 
‘regular’ Bible? If so, it should ‘compliment’ it i.e. If you use a 
literal translation as your main Bible, why not a more 
‘meaning based’ one as a secondary reference?  

 Price may well be a factor. But consider what Jesus says in 
Matthew 4:4, quoting Ex 8:3 “Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God”. 
The bread we eat in the course of a year will cost £65 (£1.25 
per loaf per week.) The average ‘replenishment’ rate for a 
Bible is 7years. In other words, you will spend £455 on bread 
throughout the 7 years of your Bible’s life! Is your new Bible 
expensive? 

 

Electronic (Digital) Bibles  
The Bible App (You Version).  Allows multiple version usage 
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